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UPCOMING
EVENTS:

May 7 Padre Pio Prayer
Group Gathering
beginning with
Rosary at 8:00 AM
and Mass at 8:30 AM,
Our Lady of
Guadalupe Church,
9080 Shepard Rd,
Macedonia

May 25 Saint Padre Pio’s
Birthday (1887)

SAVE THE DATE:

Aug 25-27 Pilgrimage to The
World Apostolate of
Fatima in NJ

REGISTER NOW:

Oct 10-14 Pilgrimage to
EWTN in AL

Check the online
Community Bulletin
Board on our website
to view upcoming
events in the area
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He Has Risen! We Have Risen With Him!
Now that the Easter Season is upon us, let us take
time to reflect on the extraordinary and undeserved
gift we have received through Jesus’ passion, death,
and resurrection — our sins have been forgiven and
we are now sharers of eternal life with Christ. Even
though we celebrate Easter once a year, it is not intended to be a once-a-year event in our lives. We
should continually reflect on Jesus’ resurrection and
experience more deeply our own risen life in Christ
on an ongoing basis.
Just think, because of what Jesus Christ accomplished
through his passion, death, and resurrection, our
Heavenly Father has “delivered us from the power of
darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his
beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” (Colossians 1:13-14) If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,”
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. (Romans
10:9) If we really believe in our hearts what we profess with our lips, then not only has
Christ died and been raised to life for us, but we too have been
crucified with him. In Christ, we have died and have been buried, and on the third day we too have been raised to life again in
Dear Lord,
him.
How do we know this? Isn’t this what these Scriptures tell us?
The Lord desires to transform each one of us into his image and
likeness, so we can live out the new life he won for us. Unfortunately, we are sinners and so we all have obstacles that can get
in the way of doing this, including: past hurts, wounds, memories, disappointments, impatience, anger, intolerance, wanting to
be in control, judgmentalism, negativity, self-centeredness, selflove, and selfishness.
No matter where we are right now in our walk with the Lord,
no matter what issues we have in our life: Christ’s victory over
sin and death is our victory. Christ’s risen life is always available
to us. Jesus is true to his name. Jesus is “Immanuel”: God with
us. Jesus will never leave us or forsake us. Let’s ask the Lord for
the grace to live out these Easter truths every day of our lives.
He Has Risen, Alleluia! We Have Risen With Him, Alleluia!

during this
grace-filled
Easter season,
I ask you to
continue to
deepen the
experience of
your risen life
in me, so I can
bear witness
to it to others.
Amen.
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Reflect the Risen Christ!
“Those who went to San Giovanni Rotondo to attend his Mass, to seek his counsel or to confess to him, saw in him a living image of Christ suffering and risen. The face of Padre Pio reflected the light of the Resurrection.”
From the Homily at the Beatification Mass for Saint Pio of Pietrelcina by
Saint John Paul II, 2 May 1999
As I write this reflection, the war in the Ukraine continues. The darkness of
sin, of hate, of evil still continues in our world. One nation attacks another
nation. The darkness of suffering, fear, injury and death moves forward as if
the Risen Christ did not rise from the dead. The Light of the World is hidden, but not extinguished. Jesus’ death brought light and life.

REFLECTIONS FROM OUR
S P I R I T UA L D I R E C TO R

At the Easter Vigil, the most solemn of Masses for the Catholic Church, the
Paschal Candle is brought into a darkened church. The only light is from the
candle. We proclaim three times, in the darkness: Lumen Christi [Light of
Christ] and then the darkened church begins to fill with light as the church
glows with the light from the Paschal Candle to the candles held by each individual. This Lumen Christi is a reflection of our receiving the Light of
Christ at our baptism. We were promised by our parents or by ourselves if
we were baptized as an adult, to be enlightened by Christ through our life’s
journey, by being taught our faith through words and actions. Our lives were
promised to become reflections of Christ in our world. We reflect both the Resurrection and
the Death of Jesus: The Paschal Mystery.
In a letter to his Spiritual Daughter, Raffaelina Cerase, Padre Pio writes in greeting: “May the
Holy Spirit fill your soul with His most holy gifts and make you holy. May the risen Jesus
make you, too, feel a spark of His holy love and reveal more and more to you the mysteries of
the Cross. May the sorrowful Virgin obtain for you from her most holy Son true and sincere
love of the cross and may your soul be inebriated with it. Amen.” (April 10, 1915)
Easter is not Easter without Holy Week. Christ “showed himself the Priest, the Altar, and the
Lamb of sacrifice.” (Preface V of Easter from The Roman Missal) The Victor had to first be
the Victim. As Bishop Fulton Sheen said: “Unless there is a Good Friday in your life, there
can be no Easter Sunday.” All this is to help us to Rejoice in the Risen Lord. It is to help us
find joy again in the midst of suffering, the carrying of our cross. If our world was always one
filled with joy, we would begin to take it for granted and eventually we would lose its meaning. Suffering takes joy away, but it also makes us joyful again when the suffering is gone.
As the fourth verse of the Lenten song Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days states:
Abide with us that when this life
Of suffering is past,
An Easter of unending joy
We may attain at last.
The Joy of the Risen Christ is revealed through Jesus by stating that he is the Light of the
world, a light that dispels the darkness. He overcomes sin and death. He enlightens us to follow the narrow path to Heaven. He fills us with His Wisdom, an enlightenment through
knowledge of Him through His Bride, the Church. All this is done so that we may reflect the
Risen Christ in our world and to those who live in the shadow of death. He guides us on the
way to peace. Just as every day of our life is a Lent, at turning away from sin and believing
the Gospel; we also are to reflect the Risen Christ dispelling the darkness of sin, every day of
our life. This is only done through Christ.
Reflect the Risen Christ!
FR.

EDWARD

J.

JANOCH,

SPIRITUAL

DIRECTOR
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An Easter Miracle
Padre Pio pronounced Paolina Preziosi, who was a local woman in
San Giovanni Rotondo, to be such a good person that she had no
faults in her soul. In other words, she was fit for heaven. One Lent,
the saintly Paolina suddenly became seriously ill
with pneumonia. It was 1925: and the fact that
there was no penicillin available meant that Paolina’s infection was life-threatening. The doctors
despaired and said that Paolina would die soon.
Paolina’s husband and their five kids went to Padre
Pio. Two of Paolina’s children wept and tugged at
Padre Pio’s brown habit. He was aggrieved by the
children’s sorrow. He promised to pray for their
mother – and for them – and he said, “tell Paolina
to have no fear – since she will be resurrected with
Our Lord.”
On Good Friday, however, Paolina fell into a coma.
This made people question what Padre Pio had said – was he really
serious when he said that she would be resurrected with Our Lord?
Her relatives started making funeral arrangements for Paolina – they
saw no hope of her waking from the coma. And there was no possibility of medical intervention. Paolina was a third order Franciscan,
and so they made plans to bury her in the brown habit of St Francis.
Some of her relatives ran to Padre Pio and asked him if there was
any chance of a miracle.
Padre Pio left them and went to celebrate the Easter Vigil. When
Padre Pio sang the Gloria and the peel of bells announced Christ’s
resurrection, Padre Pio’s voice choked with sobbing and his eyes

brimmed with tears. At the very instant that Christ was proclaimed
resurrected from the dead, Paolina resuscitated. Without anyone
lifting a finger to help her, she rose, knelt down and prayed the
Creed three times.
When asked what had
happened to her after
she departed this life,
Paolina answered, “I
travelled up and up, until
I entered into a great
light, then I came back.”
We may note that the
‘great light’ that Paolina
saw was a heavenly glow.
But doesn’t it seem mysterious that this wife and
mother, who had a flawless soul, was struck with sickness and went into a coma before she
was ‘resuscitated’? Why would someone with such goodness need
to be purified by physical agony? What we do know is that she suffered her painful trials during Lent – and that she suffered simultaneously with Our Lord. Paolina fell into a coma on Good Friday,
when Our Lord’s scalp was punctured with thorns, and when he
hung from the cross. When Our Lord’s resurrection was announced by the bells in the church, Paolina woke from her unconsciousness. From that time on, she was well. This miracle is listed in
the collections of miracles attributed to Padre Pio for his canonisation process. It has it that Paolina recovered from her coma on
Holy Saturday Morning.

Divine Mercy: A Second Chance
During the course of Jesus’ revelations to Saint Faustina on the
Divine Mercy, He asked on numerous occasions that a feast day be
dedicated to the Divine Mercy and that this feast be celebrated on
the Sunday after Easter. The liturgical texts of that day, the 2nd
Sunday of Easter, concern the institution of the Sacrament of Penance, the Tribunal of the Divine Mercy, and are thus already suited
to the request of Our Lord. This Feast, which had already been
granted to the nation of Poland and been celebrated within Vatican
City, was granted to the Universal Church by Pope John Paul II on
the occasion of the canonization of Sr. Faustina on 30 April 2000. In
a decree dated 23 May 2000, the
Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the
Sacr aments stated that
“throughout the world the Second Sunday of Easter will receive the name Divine Mercy
Sunday, a perennial invitation to
the Christian world to face, with
confidence in divine benevolence, the difficulties and trials
that mankind will experience in
the years to come.”

Divine Mercy is intended to be our second chance in our relationship with Jesus; to become a better friend, servant, and reflection of
all that Jesus bestows on us. Second chances are given to us by special people. People that see more in us, trust more in us and hope
more in us for our developing spiritual growth. Think about some
of the second chances you have been given in your life. Some of
them were worthy and some of them were not so worthy. But,
nevertheless, you were shown mercy. By definition Divine Mercy is
a form of God's compassion: an act of grace based on trust or forgiveness. Divine Mercy's purpose is the gift of mercy and love given
through Christ's death, burial and resurrection.
On page 33 in St. Faustina's diary, she writes about draining boiled
potatoes and how difficult it is for her to do this chore. Jesus responds to her, “From today on you will do this easily; I shall
strengthen you.” That evening she drained the potatoes easily. As
she removed the lid from the pot to let the steam off, she saw in
the pot the most beautiful roses beyond description. Jesus said, “I
change such hard work of yours into bouquets of the most beautiful
flowers, and their perfume rises up to My throne.” That's mercy! As
St. Faustina writes in her diary, Jesus burns with desire to grace us with
His Divine Mercy. We just have to ask for our second chance.
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What Is the Triduum?
With the liturgical renewal initiated by Vatican Council II, the celebration of the Holy Triduum– Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter– was examined. Pope Pius XII actually began this exercise and in
1951 restored the Easter Vigil to its proper place. The individual
liturgies of Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil are not
seen simply as marking isolated events, but really they are seen

together as one saving mystery. For this reason, the Mass of the
Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday does not end with a final blessing;
rather, that blessing is given at the conclusion of the Easter Vigil.
In his beautiful encyclical Ecclesia de Eucharistia, our beloved Saint
Pope John Paul II wrote, “By the gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost,
the Church was born and set out upon the pathways of the world,

yet a decisive moment in her taking shape was certainly the institution of the Eucharist in the Upper room. Her foundation and wellspring is the whole Triduum paschale, but this is as it were gathered
up, foreshadowed and ‘concentrated’ for ever in the gift of the Eucharist. In this gift Jesus Christ entrusted to His church the perennial
making-present of the pascal mystery. With it He brought about a
mysterious ‘oneness in time’ between the
Triduum and the passage of the centuries.”
One could make the argument, therefore,
that Lent ends with the celebration of the
Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday, the beginning of the Triduum; however, one would also be left with a less
than forty-day Lent, which contradicts
long-standing tradition. So where does
that leave us? Perhaps, here is where
tradition carries the greatest weight. As stated above, the Second
Vatican Council reminded us to keep the paschal fast throughout
Lent until the Easter Vigil, the first Mass of Easter. Nevertheless, we
must also celebrate the Triduum really as one saving event which
allows us to live in the ever-present reality of our Lord’s last supper,
passion, death, and resurrection. The Triduum is an even more intensive time of preparation for Easter, and brings Lent to its climax.

Buona Pasqua!
“Pupa cu l’ova” means egg in a basket.
It is an Italian Easter treat tradition. It
represents Holy week and the Resurrection. The cross reminds us of Good
Friday. Jesus died for us. The outer
shell of the egg represents the tomb
where Jesus lays for three days. The
egg represents the Resurrection. Jesus
gave us new life. Maria Guispeppe
(Padre Pio’s mother) made pupa cu
l’ova always on Good Friday. This tradition was handed down from her
mother. On Holy Saturday she presented her prepared Easter meal in a
basket to be blessed at St. Mary of the Angels
Church. On Easter Sunday, after Holy Mass, she
would share this treat with her family and friends.

In memory of St. Padre Pio’s Mama, enjoy this
treat after this month’s gathering! (They will be in
the foyer to take home.)
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Holy Thursday and the Priesthood
Holy Week will soon be
upon us. It is a most
sacred time for us and
one that reminds us to be
grateful for the priesthood. The Institution of
the Sacrament of Holy
Orders is commemorated on Holy Thursday. It
is at this time that Jesus
instituted the Most Holy Eucharist and gave His apostles the command to “Do this in memory of Me.”
Without priests we would have no Eucharist. We
would not have the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in
our churches and there would be no Holy Sacrifice of
the Mass. Please pray for holy priests on Holy Thursday and if possible, every Thursday.

Help them
to become
instruments
of your
divine
grace.

Holy Thursday Prayer for Priests
Gracious and loving God, we thank you for the gift of
our priests. Through them, we experience your presence in the sacraments. Help our priests to be strong
in their vocation. Set their souls on fire with love for
your people. Grant them the wisdom, understanding,
and strength they need to follow in the footsteps of
Jesus. Inspire them with the vision of your Kingdom.
Give them the words they need to spread the Gospel.
Allow them to experience joy in their ministry. Help
them to become instruments of your divine grace. We
ask this through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns as
our Eternal Priest. Amen.

Thursday Prayers
My God and Father, in response to the word of your
Son on the Mount of Olives, "Watch and pray with
me," we ask you to accept us as special helpers for
your priests, on behalf of whom, we offer you each
Thursday as a sacrifice of love. With a fervent desire
of being such a helper of priests, I offer you, Father,
in complete confidence, each Thursday as a sacrifice
of love on behalf of all priests. Take this sacrifice of
my poor love and transform it in your Heart into the
wine for the Chalice of Strength. Then, Father, send
your angels out with this chalice to all priests!
Amen.

Divine Savior Jesus Christ, who has entrusted the
whole work of your redemption, the welfare and salvation of the world, to priests as your representatives,
through the hands of your most holy Mother and for
the sanctification of your priests and candidates for
the priesthood, I offer you this present day wholly
and entirely, with all its prayers, works, joys, sacrifices and sorrows. Give us truly holy priests who, inflamed with the fire of your divine love, seek nothing
but your greater glory and the salvation of our souls.
And you, Mary, good Mother of priests, protect all
priests in danger of their holy vocation and, with the
loving hand of a mother, also lead back to the Good
Shepherd those poor priests who have become unfaithful to their exalted vocation and have gone
astray. Amen.

Adoration and Reparation for Priests
(On Thursdays)
Lord Jesus Christ, moved by the Holy Spirit, and full
of confidence in the help of Thy Most Holy Mother, I
offer Thee this Thursday, and every Thursday for the
rest of my life, in thanksgiving for the Sacrament of
Thy Most Holy Body and Blood, and in adoration and
reparation for all the priests of Thy Church, especially for those who do not adore Thee, for those who are
wounded in their souls, and for those who are exposed to the attacks of the powers of darkness.
For them and in their place, allow me to abide before
Thy Eucharistic Face. In their name, let me draw near
to Thy open Heart, ever-flowing with the Blood and
the Water that purify, heal, and sanctify all souls, but,
first of all, those of Thy priests.
Eternal High Priest, make me an entirely Eucharistic
soul, according to the desires of Thy Sacred Heart
and the designs of Thy merciful goodness upon my
life. I desire only to love Thee more each day, and to
be, by Thy grace, the faithful adorer of Thy Eucharistic Face and the consoling friend of Thy Sacred Heart
hidden in the tabernacles of the world, where it beats,
wounded by love, forgotten, forsaken, and waiting for
the adoration and for the love of even one priest.
Amen.

--from Chalice of Strength

Peace in Jesus the Lord!
Thank you so much for sending the video: I
can now pass it on to those interested.I also
Praise God for the opportunity to share the
Lord with your Prayer Group. It has been the
first invite in two years (since Covid began): I
did not think it would again be possible. You
may not have noticed my throat was scratchy:
I have had this since Christmas. Well I must
have got a healing at the Prayer Meeting on
Saturday, because Sunday I woke up and for

the first time in over two months, I had my
singing voice back in church. Thank you Padre Pio and all your spiritual children for
their prayers. Your people were also very generous in donating for my book. If you think
more people want my first book I will have 20
or 30 more sent over in the coming months:
let me know. God bless you and your spiritual
family.
In Jesus, Mary, and Joseph,
Pilgrim George
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Dear Spiritual Brothers and Sisters of Padre Pio
What a blessing it was to have Pilgrim George as our
guest speaker. He is living the gospel. He has traveled
40,000+ miles on his pilgrimage of life, evangelizing along
the way. You could here a pin drop as he spoke. I do
have more books available for this upcoming meeting
with his signature.He ran out. He could not get over our
Prayer Group. He was amazed. See page 6 for a note
from him.
Every month it keeps getting better and better. I would
like to thank Sandra for her “Good News Story.”
Thanks be to Jesus for her healing and Padre Pio’s intercession. The Lord does hear our prayers.
We also celebrated a St. Joseph Feast Day Mass on
March 19th. We had a St. Joseph Altar Table with the
traveling Statue of St. Joseph from the Shrine of Our
Lady Comforter of the Afflicted in Youngstown, OH.
We called all the Josephs and Josephines to come forward as well as all fathers to receive a special blessing
and a gift. Everyone received a St. Joseph medal and
Blessed Bread to share with their family. We also renewed our consecration to St. Joseph.
This month I had the honor of doing a presentation to
the 4th Grade PSR class at Our Lady of Guadalupe. I am
not sure who had more fun: me or the the students.
They are at a wonderful age and still are very innocent. I shared about the Saints, my story of the St.
Pio encounter and what relics are. They all got to
make a third class relic of St. Pio with wooden
rosary beads I gave them of Padre Pio.
I spoke on my Journey with the Blessed Mother at
the Women’s Day of Reflection at SS. Cosmas and
Damian Church. What a blessing and an honor to
share my love of Mamma Mary.
The pilgrimage to EWTN is all set. The cost for 4
days-3 nights is $499 per double occupancy. A
single private room is $725. Breakfast and some
lunches are included. A $50 deposit is required to
hold a seat. Fliers and registration form will be at
the April 2nd meeting.
Our speaker this month will be Katie Moran who will be bringing
the Pilgrim Virgin Icon of Our Lady of Fatima. It is the first icon
commissioned by the World Apostolate of Fatima’s Byzantine Division to represent the message of Fatima to the East. She will be
teaching us about Icons. Don’t forget about the Easter bake sale.
Please bring cookies and chocolate goodies to Our Lady of Guadalupe Church by 1pm on April 1 st so we can package them and set
up. Have a Blessed Easter!
Sincerely,
Cindy Russo TOF, Group Leader
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Contact Pat Shea (H: 330-825-4659, C: 330-212-5818, or billpatshea@gmail.com) to add a member to the list.
KEEP OUR SICK SISTERS & BROTHERS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS
Mary Kay Balk
Jacqualine Bercik
Bonnie Bobrowski
Donna Bolton
Mario Bruschi
Sarojini Bruschi
Gia Cefaratti
John Ciarlariello
Virginia DeJesus
Serena DiCillo
Colin Dinasky
Bob DuMound
Roy Evans

Michele Ferrara
Maryann Finotti
Cynthia Fonseca
Oscar Fonseca
Marty Franck
Bob Garcar
Rose Gullo
Michael Hurley
Helen Husky
Tony Kazmierczak
Connor Lewis
Jonathan Lipreads
Mark Magda

Fr. Pio Mandato
Fr. Cory Mayer
Joe Morici
Fr. Terry O’Connell
Molly O’Leary
Eleanor Phillips
Carmie Pruchnichi
Steve Pruchnichi
Judy Purdy
Phyllis Schilling
Regis Schilling
Bill Shea
Margaret Talbot

Edward Toth
Patricia Toth
Pilgrim George Walters
Joseph Wojtyla
Fr. Chuck Works
Ray Zozar

All Cleveland Seminarians
and Their Families

ANSWERED PRAYERS

† OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES OF OUR RECENTLY DECEASED †

Baby Brooklyn Russell—thriving
Kyle Krabusa—back in school and doing great
Mary Smith—cancer free

John Gilchrist
FOR ALL THE INTENTIONS IN OUR ONLINE PRAYER BASKET, LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Lady Mary, teach me to love
as you taught Jesus to love,
for I would be your fated son
as He was once, your little Son
who is now the Lord of all
though you are still His Lady Mother
as I beg you will be, Lady Mary,
mine. Amen.

“Pray, hope and don’t worry.
Worry is useless.
God is merciful and will
hear your prayer.”
-- St. Padre Pio

—Excerpted from You Have Called Me by My Name:
Praying with Father Joe Tetlow, SJ

A Note From Fr. Ed Janoch
On a personal note, I received a letter from the Diocese informing me that 2022 is my transfer year. The
letter informed me that my last day at Saint Rita Church is Monday, June 13, 2022. My first day at the
new church [which I will be told near the end of April] begins on Tuesday, June 14, 2022. Please keep me
in your prayers.

BEST WISHES to our Spiritual Children celebrating birthdays and special occasions in the month of April!

WEBSITE: WWW.PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG

CONTACT US: INFO@PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG

FACEBOOK: WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PADREPIOCLEVELAND

TWITTER: @PADREPIOCLEVEOH

The Padre Pio Prayer Group of Cleveland is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

