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ST. PADRE PIO PRAYER GROUP
NEWSLETTER
SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR: REV. FR. EDWARD JANOCH
GROUP LEADER: CINDY RUSSO

Happy Spring!

2nd Annual Baby Bottle Change Drive for Womankind
In honor of Mother’s Day, last year’s Baby Bottle change $$ added up to a
wonderful donation to Womankind, a maternal and prenatal care center
founded in 1975 in Cleveland. The dream of this facility was to provide a free
prenatal clinic staffed primarily by loving and non-judgmental volunteers as a
way to meet the medical and emotional needs of women who were pregnant or
thought they might be. Womankind is an advocate for women and helps them
with referrals for issues such as adoption, legal and psychiatric assistance, and
drug treatment. Their caring services are unique in that they provide
comprehensive prenatal care combined with education and emotional support
in a loving environment. Your help in filling a baby bottle with spare change
will help to ensure that Womankind can continue to provide free prenatal care
and support services to the many Cleveland area woman and families in need.
Bring your bottle back by June 5th mtg, or drop off at the St. Barnabas Church
Rectory at anytime before June 5th. Thank you for your generosity.

Save the Date!
Thurs. May 1

Sat. May 3

Holy Hour for
Vocations sponsored
by the Knights of
Columbus. 7 p.m. at
St. Barnabas Church

Padre Pio Prayer
Group Gathering.
First Saturday of
the Month at St.
Barnabas. 8:30 a.m

Each Thursday
Blue Army Prayer
Cell. St. Barnabas
Church 7-8 p.m. &
Rosary each
Sunday at 7:30 a.m

Many changes are happening around
us—it is officially Spring, we are
seeing one more hour of daylight,
people are mentioning flowers are
popping up in their yards, birds of all
kinds are singing in the mornings
again, and we’ve even had a couple
‘warm’ days! And yet, the grass is still
brown and the trees are still barren.
We can compare the later to the
liturgical season we are in: Lent.
Lent is a time of sacrifice and sorrow;
darkness and bareness. But we know
in two short weeks, Easter is
celebrated and our Risen Lord brings
us light, new life and nourishment
through his sufferings.
Concentrate on these last few weeks
with prayer and sacrifice, and know
that Our Lord will bless you with His
love, His grace and His promise of
everlasting life for eternity.
Spring is definitely in the air and that
means Easter is coming in all its

splendor. Enjoy the anticipation!
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A WORD FROM OUR SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR
For months the family from Nevada has been preparing for their vacation trip to the Grand Canyon and
the day of their departure has finally arrived. The car is packed and everyone is inside. All have taken
care of any last minute “business” that had to be done and they were on their way. A few hours into the
trip the three children in the back are becoming bored. The oldest child has decided to texted his friends
on his smartphone. The younger child falls asleep. The middle child begins to get antsy and yells, “Are
we there yet?”
Welcome to the Fourth Sunday of Lent, the midway point
of our Lenten journey. Just three week away from Easter.
But the journey is not over, we still have to continue on
our way. Some of us may have found that our Lenten
penances of prayer, fasting, and alms giving have become
a burden. Like the middle child, we want to shout, “Are
we there yet?” [meaning: “Is it Easter yet?”] so that we
can go back to eating sweets, or drinking coffee, or going
out to restaurants again. The answers is, of course; “No,
not yet.” These penances are showing us how weak were
really are. We may think that we can give up something
and it will be no problem and yet we discover that it is
hard, or impossible to do. If we cannot give up those
things that are mundane, how are we going to give up
those things that are more serious in our life; that is, SIN.
We may be like one of the three bears in fairy tale; Goldilocks and the Three Bears. Papa Bear finds the
bed is too soft. If we have found that our Lenten penances are too easy, no challenge to us, then we
may need to offer up more. We may have discovered, like Mama Bear, that the bed is too hard. We
have found out that what we wanted to do for our Lenten penance is too difficult and that maybe we
need to lighten up a bit on the penance. Going “cold turkey” on giving up some food product may
not be the best way to go for our bodies now crave this food substance and is making us physically
sick for the lack of it in our bodies. We may have to wean ourselves off of this food substance over
the 40 Days of Lent. Then there is Baby Bear, he discovers the bed that is just right. We may have
found that our Lenten penance has fit us perfectly this year. We have seen that it has been a
challenge to do, but that we have also seen the benefits that comes from this penance. All is well.
Persevere like St. Padre Pio did, as well as all the saints.
Remember that Easter is on April 20th and Divine Mercy Sunday is on April 27th. Divine Mercy
Sunday has a special significance this year because Pope John XXIII and Pope John Paul II will be
canonized Saints on this day. Next month we will be in the Easter Season, also the month
dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary, and also the month of St. Pio of Pietrelcina birthday.
Rev. Edward J. Janoch
Spiritual Director
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BEING HEROES FOR GOD IN URGENT TIMES
At the Cleveland Right to Life Symposium in
March, a speaker gave a completely factual talk
pointing out the similarities between what the
Nazis did in Germany and what our government
has done, and is doing right now in attacking life
and removing our civil and religious liberties,
generally under reported by the secular media.
Our situation is extremely dangerous and bleak
and getting worse.

She related that if we were to se the differences
among the degrees in the glory of heaven, we
would willingly suffer anything on earth just to
move one degree higher.

What to do? We can turn to God, who specializes
in bleak situations and requires the cooperation of
ordinary people, often unwilling at first, to accept
His call, but in the process becoming Saints.
One example in the Old Testament Book of Esther,
is Esther, who risked her very life to save her
Jewish people. It took a lot of convincing on
Mordecai’s part to get her to cooperate with God,
but she finally did. She helped save a very bleak
situation.
“The one to whom little has been given, little will be
expected”. So many people in our country do not
know what is happening and have little faith in
God. Much has been given to us children of Padre
Pio. We know, we believe. God expects more
from us. Practically, what can we do? In addition
to our usual spiritual practices, we can continue
our Lenten Penance, or at least part of it, or
formulate a new penance, or diligently work to
overcome a bad habit or sin, after Lent is over. If
we have back-slidden or reluctant to sacrifice, we
can mediate on St. Faustina’s reflection on a vision
of heaven.
3

In these days Heroic Sacrifice is required. Will
we be like the Catholics during World War II,
now in heaven, who when in church, sang
louder to block out the sound of the trains
taking victims to concentration camps? Will we
be like Oscar Schindler, a very good man, who
saved many Jews from the Nazis, but at the end
of his life sobbed in anguish, “But I could have
saved more!” Will we be like Maximilian
Kolbe who was killed in a concentration camp
having voluntarily taken the place of a man to
be executed? In the mansions of Heaven, we
can be ordinary Saints who got there by living
ordinary lives, or we could be in the Heavenly
Hall of Heroes wearing Spiritual
“Congressional Medals of Honor”, so to speak,
with a picture of ourselves like one of the
soldiers planting the American flag on the hill in
Iwo Jima.
Sacrifice is challenging, but possible if we keep
our eyes focused on Jesus like Padre Pio did.
Our temptation is to get distracted or go into
denial about the challenge. Perhaps we can
spend the rest of Lent meditating on the lives of
the great Saints who sacrificed so much. It all
begins with a prayerful decision on our part.
Our beloved country needs us now more than
ever before.
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DAYS TO CELEBRATE IN THE
MONTH OF APRIL
HOLY WEEK APRIL 13-19
PALM SUNDAY begins April 13, with services on Holy
Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday in preparation for
Easter. Did you know you can look up church services in
ANY location throughout the world on www.masstimes.org ?
If you haven’t done anything special for Lent, Holy Week is a
great time finish Lent in a meaningful way.

MANY FAMOUS SAINTS IN APRIL
April 16th—St. Bernadette, known for witnessing the
appearances of Our Lady of Lourdes is Patron Saint of the sick.
April 25th –St. Mark, known for his Gospels in the Bible,
patron of Lawyers.
April 28th---St. Gianna Beretta Molla, a modern day saint, the
last saint to be canonized by Pope John Paul II. Patron of
babies, pregnant mothers. (picture shown)
April 29th—St. Catherine of Sienna, visionary, stigmata.
Patron Saint of firefighters.

APRIL 27: CANONIZATION OF POPES
JOHN PAUL II & JOHN XXIII
Divine Mercy Sunday is an appropriate day for the Canonization
of these two holy Popes. A website: www.2popesaints.org is
under construction and will be available to communicate the
event around the world. EWTN-TV should have streaming of
the event also. The Vatican’s CTV will produce the event in 3-D
and be available in over 600 movie theaters worldwide with free
admission.

DIVINE MERCY NOVENA
Beginning on Good Friday, The Divine Mercy Novena is offered
each day for souls. In her diary, St. Faustina wrote that Jesus
told her: "On each day of the novena you will bring to My heart
a different group of souls and you will immerse them in this
ocean of My mercy ... On each day you will beg My Father, on
the strength of My passion, for the graces for these souls.”
http://www.ewtn.com/devotionals/mercy/novena.htm (you
can get the online version by going into NEWSLETTERS on our
website: www.padrepiocleveland.org )
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ST. FAUSTINA & DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
ST. MARIA FAUSTINA KOWALSKA is a name
forever linked to Faustina’s Diary, the feast of Divine
Mercy, and the Divine Mercy Chaplet.

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY—Our Lord's explicit
desire is that this feast be celebrated on the first Sunday
after Easter. On one occasion, Faustina heard these
words: My daughter, tell the whole world about My
Inconceivable mercy. I desire that the Feast of Mercy be
a refuge and shelter for all souls, and especially for poor
sinners. On that day the very depths of My tender mercy
are open. I pour out a whole ocean of graces upon those
souls who approach the
fount of My mercy. The
soul that will go to
Confession and receive
Holy Communion shall
obtain complete
forgiveness of sins and
punishment.*

Born in Poland, “Helena” was the third of 10 children.
She was a housekeeper before joining the Congregation
of the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy in 1925. There she
was a cook, gardener and porter in 3 of their houses. In
addition to carrying out her work faithfully, she had a
deep interior life.
On Feb. 22, 1931, Jesus appeared to her, bringing a
wonderful message of Mercy for all mankind. She had
many revelations from the Lord Jesus;
messages that Jesus asked her to record
in her diary. “Divine Mercy in My Soul”
is a 600 page version of day to day
journaling, messages, sufferings and
accounts of her spiritual growth and
reminders of the message to trust in
Jesus’ endless mercy, and to live life
mercifully toward others.

On that day all the
divine floodgates
through which grace flow
are opened. Let no soul fear to draw near to Me, even
though its sins be as scarlet. My mercy is so great that no
mind, be it of man or of angel, will be able to fathom it
throughout all eternity. Everything that exists has come
forth from the very depths of My most tender mercy.
Every soul in its relation to Me will I contemplate My
love and mercy throughout eternity. The Feast of Mercy
emerged from My very depths of tenderness. It is My
desire that it be solemnly celebrated on the first Sunday
after Easter. Mankind will not have peace until it turns
to the Fount of My Mercy. (Diary 699)

Catholics at this time had an image of
God as a strict judge that would not forgive them for
their sins. Jesus chose Faustina to have painted the
picture of His Heart, which represents the pouring out
blood and water after his death—the
death where He died for our sins,
and forgave them. The blood recalls
the sacrifice of the cross and the gift
of the Eucharist, the water,
represents not only Baptism but also
the gift of the Holy Spirit.

As you can see the Lord's desire for the Feast includes
the solemn, public veneration of the Image of Divine
Mercy by the Church, as well as personal acts of
veneration and mercy. The great promise for the
individual soul is that a devotional act of sacramental
penance and Communion will obtain for that soul the
plenitude of the divine mercy on the Feast.

Jesus made clear to Faustina that He
wants to not punish, but heal those
who come to Him with a sorrowful
heart—even those who have not believed or who had
sinned throughout their lives—they would be redeemed
and forgiven in His Divine Mercy!
Jesus also asked for a special prayer (the Divine Mercy
Chaplet), and meditation on His Passion (option:
Stations of the Cross) each afternoon at 3 p.m., the
hour that recalls His death on the cross.

Divine Mercy Sunday is a most special day of the year.
With ardent apology to God in our confession, and a
pure heart in the Eucharist, Jesus promises forgiveness of
ALL of our sins! “Jesus, I trust in you” echoes the love
and forgiveness of a God who knows our heart and
wants us in His fold forevermore.

Faustina’s Diary sparked a great movement and focus
on the mercy of Christ. Faustina died of tuberculosis in
Poland on October 5, 1938, and Pope John Paul II
beatified her in 1993 and canonized her a Saint in 2000.
It is no coincidence that Pope John Paul II will be
canonized on April 27, 2014, Divine Mercy Sunday (the
Sunday following Easter) this year!

*The confessional requirement does not have to be met on the Feast
itself. That would be an impossible for clergy if it did. The
Communion requirement is easily met that day, since it is a Sunday.
We would only need confession again, if received earlier in Lenten or
Easter Season, if we were in the state of mortal sin on the Feast.
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pray. hope. don’t worry.
Worry is useless. God is merciful and
will hear your prayer.

Prayers for Our Sick Brothers and Sisters
Abbot Christopher Schwartz O.S. B., Helen Husky, Walter Kowalski,
Carol Bertoni, Mary Dirda, Roger Reardon, Dan Peters, Joseph Russo Sr., Ron
Firem, Joan Tomassi, Nicole Tomassi, Mike Friess, Jerry Lewis, James Green,
Helen Husky, Joy Zivzak, Dennis Houlahan, Dan Houlahan, Gina Sacco,
Carmelita Pruchnicki, Robert Snyder, Richard Merecki, Luella Merecki, Ed
Chesar, Michael Orbany, Nicholas Anthony DiDonato, Jeff Bauer, Judy Selby,
Rose Slee, and ask God to bless all of their caregivers.

Prayer to Padre Pio for Healing
Padre Pio of Pietrelcina, obedient father, you loved the sick and infirm more than yourself because in
them you saw Jesus. In the name of God you performed miracles of healing in body, soul and mind.
Your intercession with God healed the ills of past and present and strengthened people to respond with
confidence to future challenges. Those who came to you regained a sense of spiritual integrity as you
rekindled hope in their lives, and encouraged them to renew the spirit in their hearts.
Through the intercession of Our Heavenly Mother, may we experience your powerful assistance and be
healed in our bodily and spiritual needs, particularly (name it) and gratefully give praise and thanks to
God for all His blessings. Amen.
WEBSITE: WWW.PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG CONTACT US: INFO@PADREPIOCLEVELAND.COM
FACEBOOK: WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PADREPIOCLEVELAND TWITTER: @PADREPIOCLEVEOH

