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Group Leader:
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MISSION &
VISION:
To carry out the
works, words and
devotion of St. Padre Pio through
prayer and charitable works where we
can touch lives and
change souls.
Our vision is to create more Spiritual
Children and lead
souls to heaven.

UPCOMING
EVENTS:

Sep 6 Our Lady of Sorrows Novena starts

Sep 15 Pilgrimage to Our
Lady of Sorrows
and Our Lady of
Consolation

Sep 23 Padre Pio Feast
Day Mass at 7:00
PM, St. Basil the
Great, 8700 Brecksville Rd., Brecksville, with refreshments to follow

Oct 3 Padre Pio Prayer
Group Gathering
beginning with Mass
at 8:30 AM,
St. Barnabas
Church, 9451
Brandywine Rd.
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September 23, 1968: Padre Pio Is Dead
On Friday, September 20, 1968, Padre Pio celebrated Mass as he usually did at 5:00AM. He was
extremely weak and was helped to the altar in a wheelchair. He celebrated the Mass while seated,
with the permission of his spiritual son, Pope Paul VI. An unusual thing began to come about.
Prayer Groups and thousands of his Spiritual Children began to arrive in San Giaovanni Rotundo in
Southern Italy. There had been arrangements made by the Capuchins, to celebrate 50 years of him
bearing the stigmata (the wounds of Christ). His “children” as he affectionately called them gathered for this special occasion. Despite his weakness he heard confessions until his superior ordered
him to rest. That was Friday.
On Saturday, he was so weak he had to spend the day in bed. The crowds gathered in Our Lady of
Grace church to pray for Padre Pio’s recovery. God had healed him before: surely He would heal
him again.
On Sunday the 22nd, he celebrated his 5:00AM morning Mass for all his prayer groups. He was
wheeled into church. His Voice was weak. It was apparent that he had little strength. In fact, at the
end of Mass he almost collapsed. He was helped from the altar by his brother Friars, and was
wheeled into the sacristy. He was heard to whisper, “Oh my children!” Few of his children realized
that he had celebrated his last Mass.
At noon, he came to the little window in his cell. The Friars supported him as he waved his hand
weakly and blessed the anxious crowd outside. About 1:00AM the following morning, Padre Pio
rang the little bell beside him. He was seated in an arm chair dressed in his Franciscan habit. His
superior sent immediately for the doctor at his hospital. Padre Pio went to confession. His capuchin
brothers administered last rites. He renewed his Franciscan vows. His rosary was in his hands as it
always was. He was unable to say a Hail Mary,
but he repeated over and
over the words “Gesu and
Maria.” About 2:30, he
opened his eyes very wide
and said: “I see two
mothers.” (His Earthly
Mother and his Heavenly
Mother.) As he exhaled
his last breath, he whispered, “Gesu and Maria.”
For a few moments his
cell was blooming with the
heavenly fragrance of
roses.
He often declared, “After my death I will do more. My real mission will begin after my death.”
That is where we come in. How strong we can be in numbers. We are St. Pio’s family. Our Prayer
Group was started in 1969, less than a year after his death, at Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine on Chardon Rd. We have some original members. How blessed are we that we are St. Padre Pio’s Spiritual
Children. He has provided us with the chalice of his to use during the consecration at our Mass. He
intercedes for us to Jesus and Our Blessed Mother. “Pray the rosary. It is our best weapon.” How
many miracles have we witnessed. “Prayer and Charity--this is the most concrete synthesis of Padre Pio’s teaching,” Pope John Paul said during St. Pio’s canonization. We need to share and evangelize about our Lord Jesus Christ.

St. Padre Pio, in your kindness, help me, and bless me and my loved ones. Amen.
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During the last few months there were released some videos on the sinful, downright evil, actions
of Planned Parenthood on the sale of infant body parts after an abortion. Just when you would
think that Planned Parenthood could not sink any lower in the moral life, they fall even lower. It
has shocked some people, but many were not surprised. When human life is just a “blob of
cells” or some “discarded tissue”, then the sale of these tissues/organs is just the next step in the
depravity of this organization.
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The Catechism of the Catholic Church tells us that an abortion is the “deliberate
termination of pregnancy by killing the unborn child. Such direct abortion, willed
either as an end or a means, is gravely contrary to the moral law. The Church attaches the canonical penalty of excommunication to this crime against life.”
This is such a moral offense because the Church sees life a sacred. The Congregation of the Doctrine of Faith, in Donum Vitae, tells us that “Human life is sacred
because from its beginning it involves the creative action of God and it remains for
ever in a special relationship with the Creator, who is its sole end. God alone is the
Lord of life from its beginning until its end: no one can under any circumstance
claim for himself the right directly to destroy an innocent human being.”
Human beings from the moment of conception must be recognized as having the rights of a person; the inviolable right to life. Sacred Scripture tells us that this life is known by God for
“before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you.”
Jeremiah 1:5; cf. Job 10:8-12; Psalm ss:10-11.

REFLECTIONS
FROM

The creation of a human being is in God’s Plan. He has a unique role for this person to perform
in life to promote the Glory of God and the Salvation of Souls. This respect for human life is
also found in the earliest writings of the Church. In the Didache we read: “You shall not kill the
embryo by abortion and shall not cause the newborn to perish.” How straightforward this message is. Other Early Church Fathers also tells us that the destruction of life in the womb is
against God’s Will. In our times, The Second Vatican Council, in Gaudium et Spes reminds us
that:
“God, the Lord of life, has entrusted to men the noble mission of safeguarding life,
and men must carry it out in a manner worthy of themselves. Life must be protected
with the utmost care from the moment of conception: abortion and infanticide are
abominable crimes.”

OUR
SPIRITUAL
DIRECTOR

How much more do we need to hear from Christ and His Bride; the Church, to promote and defend life? How many more deaths and abominable crimes must be done before we stand up and
shout: “NO MORE!” I think that the time has passed with almost 60 million lives destroyed by
abortion. We should have said “NO!” on January 22, 1973 when Roe v Wade made abortion the
“law of the land.” I find this appalling for the Declaration of Independence declared that the
citizens of this new nation had the “right to LIFE, LIBERTY, and the PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS” [emphasis is mine].
We need to stand for LIFE.
Our moral life requires us
to do this. Our salvation
depends on it. Let us see
what activities we can plan
to do during the upcoming
month of October, which is
designated as the Month for
Life.
One thing that we
need to do now is to pray
before a Planned Parenthood facility to pray for the souls of the infants killed and for those who
are performing the abortions and who support this “crime against LIFE.”
Yours in Christ,

FR.

EDWARD

J.

JANOCH,

SPIRITUAL

DIRECTOR

SEPTEMBER

2015

PAGE

Overcoming Temptations from Satan
On the eve of the twentieth century, Pope Leo XIII heard a conversation between God and Satan. Satan boldly stated that he
could destroy the church. God asked him how long it would take. Satan said a century. God gave him permission to try. The next
day Pope Leo composed the prayer to St. Michael the archangel and requested it to be said after Mass in church. The 20th century proved to be the bloodiest century in history. The bloodbath continues in this century.
How is Satan working to destroy the Church? In the first half of the 20th century, religion was practiced fairly well. Churches
were basically full, families were basically intact, and society was for the most part Godly. In the wake of Vatican II, a new
spirit of liberalism entered the church. Many traditional teachings and practices were de-emphasized
or ridiculed. The use of confession, novenas, religious articles statues, the rosary, shrines, pilgrimages, fasting and penance, etc., greatly diminished.
The St. Michael prayer after Mass was discontinued. Traditional spirituality went out the window
and psychology was front and center. Later came
the New Age. Much psychology has degenerated
away from traditional morality and moved toward
justifying all sorts of evil. Currently, secularism
and political correctness reign supreme. Sin is not
referred to as sin. Psychobabble explains evil
away. All this, in part, is how Satan is trying to
destroy the church and the world. Perhaps his
greatest technique is to remain hidden. In national
defense, if you do not know that the enemy exists
or who the enemy is, the enemy has the advantage.
Teachings and homilies on Satan, hell, and purgatory are rare. Pope Paul VI wrote a special apostolic letter reaffirming the existence of Satan. Pope
Francis continually reaffirms traditional church
teachings and often refers to Satan. He encourages
every diocese to appoint an exorcist. The popes are
trying to bring Satan out of the darkness and into
the light. The bishops of Mexico recently commissioned an official exorcism over the entire nation.
God sent Mary to appear to the children of Fatima
and other visionaries in other places to remind us of Satan, hell, and the weapons of the Rosary, penance and confession. Padre
Pio had personal encounters with Satan. Satan indeed exists and his wiles are many. Some of them are:
•
•
•
•

"Justified" evils such as homosexual acting out, gay marriage, abortion and contraception disguised as "reproductive rights".
New Age practices under the guise of self-actualization.
The occult such as astrology, horoscopes, Ouija Boards, seances, fortune tellers, palm readers and the Italian horns, all
which attempt to give the person a sense of control.
Sexual activity outside of marriage or with oneself considered as normal under the guise of fulfillment.

What are some of the preventions and remedies which Jesus and his church offer us? We can do what 12-step people do
and "Make a searching moral inventory of our faults and shortcomings and humbly admit them to another person". For Catholics
this is examining our conscience and going to confession. Refer to Luke 15:11-19.
So many people are in denial not admitting their past or current behavior, and instead, relying on "Everyone else is doing it", or
"I heard it is not a sin", or "A priest once told me...." Unfortunately, some priests have excused downright sinful behavior and
led people astray like the false prophets of old. Woe to them! Beware of false teachers! Noah was saved, not the people of his
time who explained away their sins. Refer to Genesis 6:5-13.
The reliable guides for conscience formation are Sacred Scripture and the official Tradition of the Church as put forth in the
"Catechism of the Catholic Church". It is quite readable and belongs in every catholic home. Refer to Matthew 16:13-19. Perhaps the best example of one who helped people purify their consciences was St. Padre Pio. He would not tolerate excuses, denial, covering over sins, etc. Therefore, penitents left his confessional truly liberated.
In our age of people giving up on the faith, the saying is true, "Everyone believes in something". Nature abhors a vacuum. "I am
not religious, I am spiritual" is a growing attitude. They often fill the void with the occult, New Age, and superstitious practices.
These are offenses to God and should be confessed. Some of the most common offensive practices are astrology, horoscopes,
and the Italian horn. If you would have gone to confession to Padre Pio and not mentioned these things, he would have brought
them to your attention and refused absolution if you were not repentant. Unfortunately, people can become extremely attached to
occult practices and objects. People say, "I read my horoscope just for the fun of it". This smacks of a liking of the occult.
Would you read in print sexual innuendos about your mother just because there may be a bit of humor in them or "just for the
fun of it?" People can become extremely attached to Italian horns "Because a relative gave it to me." Would we keep a piece of

See SATAN, page 6
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Called to Perfection
Jesus didn’t die on the cross just so our sins would be forgiven. He came to give us the
power to overcome sin, to free us from sin. He is our role model. It is in the Gospel that the
aspiration to perfection, “something more”, finds its point of reference. Jesus calls us to
something more: “So be perfect, just as your heavenly Father is perfect.” (Matthew 5:48)
Jesus gives us the power to choose to be perfectly
who we are created to be. Sin is a conscious turning away from God. We can’t sin
accidentally, it is a choice. In any given moment, you can choose to turn away from
God or choose to do the right thing. In choosing to do the right thing, you are taking a
step toward becoming perfectly who you are created to be. In our culture, we have
really embraced the words “nobody’s perfect” because it hides our fear. It is a fear of
internal restraints that enslave us.
Jesus reveals Himself to the world though us, if we allow Him. We reveal Jesus not
only by the things we do and say, but by who we have become. Who have you become? .Each of us was created for a specific purpose. Through Jesus’s death and resurrection we have the power to choose to become who we are created to be. We are
sinners and not perfect. But we are perfectible. Listen to God’s voice and say yes. We
need Heroic Catholicism. We must stop talking and start walking. Stop crying and
start sweating. Stop defining ourselves by our sins and start realizing we are saints in
the making. Your ordinary life has an extra ordinary purpose.

Dear Holy Spirit, beloved of
my soul, I adore you.
Enlighten me, console me.
Tell me where I should labor
in your vineyard: give me
your orders. I promise to submit myself to all that you desire of me and accept all that
you permit to happen to me.
Help me to become a saint,
just like St. Padre Pio was
obedient to your will. Amen.

SATAN from page 3
asbestos just because a relative gave it to us? It could be taken to a jeweler and refashioned into a cross! It is necessary to
confess these practices even though we intended no harm because there is bad spiritual contamination which enters into our
souls like radioactivity. We need the power of sacramental absolution to break it. Refer to II Maccabees 12:43-46, I Samuel
28:4-17, and Micah 5:9-14.
It is very beneficial to consecrate ourselves to St. Michael the Archangel as the Padre Pio pilgrims did last November 2014
in the Cave of St. Michael. When we consecrate ourselves to him, he in turn protects us. We can renew the consecration
each day when we say the St. Michael prayer. The feast of the Archangels is September 29. The St. Benedict medal is also a
very powerful protection against evil spirits. It will be made available in the future.
St Michael, I consecrate to you my soul and my body. I choose you as my patron and protector, and entrust the salvation of
my soul to your care. Be the guardian of my obligation as a child of God and of the Catholic Church, as I again renounce
Satan, all his pomp and works. Assist me by your powerful intercession in the fulfillment of these sacred promises, so that
imitating your courage and loyalty to God, and trusting in your kind help and protection, I may be victorious over the enemies of my soul and be united with God in Heaven forever. Amen.

CONSECRATION PRAYER TO ST. MICHAEL: St Michael the Archangel, invincible Prince of the Angelic Hosts and glorious protector of the universal Church, I greet you and praise you for that
splendor with which God has adorned you so richly. I thank God for the great graces He hast bestowed upon you, especially to remain faithful when Lucifer and his followers rebelled, and to
battle victoriously for the honor of God and the Divinity of the Son of Man.
PRAYER TO ST. MICHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL: St. Michael, the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our
defense against the wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray;
and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly host, by the power of God, thrust into hell Satan and the
other evil spirits who prowl about the world for the ruin of souls. Amen.
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Nine Day Novena to Our Lady of Sorrows (start September 6)
O BLESSED Virgin Mary, Mother of our Redeemer! Remember we are thy children, given to thee by thy Divine Son, when
expiring on the cross. Mother of Sorrows! By the tears which flowed from thy eyes when Saint John related how the traitor
Judas sold thy Divine Son for the vile price of thirty pieces of silver; how, in the Garden of Olives, He was agonized with
fear and sorrow, the blood gushing through every pore; by all the anguish that overwhelmed thy heart when thou didst hear
that Jesus, the only object of thy love, was condemned to death; by the sorrow that pierced thy maternal bosom, in meeting
thy only beloved Son loaded with a heavy cross, spent through loss of blood, fatigue and pain; by that heroic resignation to
the divine will, which, triumphing over the sentiments of nature, sustained thee at the foot of the cross; by the excess of
grief that would have robbed thee of life, had not God preserved thee for the comfort of His disciples and of His infant
church; by the dolor’s that rent thy desolate heart when beholding thy beloved Jesus, most beautiful in his comeliness above
the sons of men, become a prey to death, the ignominious death of the cross; by all the sufferings of thy most afflicted heart,
obtain for us, O Mother of Mercy, true contrition for our sins, persevering fervor in the divine service, and the particular
favors we solicit in this Novena (mention your intentions).
O thou most tender and afflicted Mother, who didst sacrifice thyself on the same altar with
thy beloved Son, and whose heart was penetrated by the nails that fastened Him to the
cross; as it was our sins inflicted those torments on thy Divine Son, we acknowledge that
we justly deserve the wrath of divine justice to fall on our devoted heads. But if those very
sufferings have proved our defense and protection heretofore, grant that now at least we
may participate profoundly in the sorrow of which we have been the unhappy cause; and
obtain, that souls hither to so insensible to the strongest proofs of love, may, by heartfelt
contrition, taste one drop of that bitter chalice of which thou didst drink so deeply. Amen.
The Seven Sorrows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

The Prophecy of Simeon (Luke 2:34–35) or the Circumcision of Christ.
The Flight into Egypt. (Matthew 2:13)
The loss of the child Jesus in the Temple. (Luke 2:43–45)
Mary meets Jesus on the way to Calvary.
Jesus dies on the cross. (John 19:25)
The piercing of the side of Jesus and Mary receiving the body of Jesus in her arms. (Matthew 27:57-59)
The body of Jesus is placed in the tomb. (John 19:40–42)

Venerable Fr. Solanus Casey 1879-1957
Bernard (Barney) Casey was born in a three room log cabin, near Oak Grove, Wisconsin on November 25,
1875. As a young boy, though he was physically weak, he was strong spiritually. Barney decided that he
wanted to devote his life to God, as a priest. The next eight years represented a difficult journey towards
priesthood. In 1892, Bernard was admitted to a German seminary, but the diocesan officials at the seminary
believed he did not have what it takes to be a priest. Due to a language barrier, he did poorly in his classes.
Barney went to a Capuchin seminary in 1896, adopting the name of Solanus. At the age of thirty-three,
Father Solanus was ordained as a simplex priest, which meant that he could not hear confessions or preach
homilies. People waited in lines in order to speak to Father Solanus. They noticed the power of his prayers,
a man with great faith in God. One of the keynotes of Fr. Solanus’ spirituality might be an Attitude of
Gratitude which he called “the first sign of a thinking, rational creature.” The prayer of “Thanks be to God” poured continually from
his lips. “Love for God and neighbor” is another recurring theme of his writings along with obedience, trust, humility, and patience.
During his time at Our Lady of Sorrows in Manhattan, Fr. Solanus had more time to spend on his own thoughts. He started a new
notebook, writing about his favorite Biblical themes of resignation, patience, gratitude, injustice, the Eucharist, and the Blessed Virgin. Many people contributed to Father Solanus, as the cause of many miracles. Reports of healings and conversions became everyday occurances in the Capuchin house. Even with the pain and suffering he experienced before his death, he thanked God. His last
words before dying were: "I give my soul to Jesus". On July 31, 1957, Father Solanus died. As a result of his faith, he was a man
who submitted his will to God's will. On July 11, 1995 he was declared Venerable by Pope John Paul II.

KEEP OUR SICK SISTERS & BROTHERS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS
Call Helen Husky 440-232-3462 to add a member to the list.
Joan Allen
Paula Baker
Jeff Bauer
Carol Bertoni
Tom Bruno
Tish Capriso
Landry Cole
Kathy Conti
Aurora Cruz
Don Dahlhausen
Karina de Ortiz
Ron DeLong
Delores DiLeon
Mary Dirda
Bob Dodds
Sean Doherty
Tim Doherty
Spencer Dray
Hector Escobar
Terri Feltz
Stephanie Fiata
Steve Fiata
Louise Frein
Richard Frein

Mike Friess
James Green
Patrick Grismer
Chris Gunn, Jr.
Chris Gunn, Sr.
Dave Harden
Devin Harvey
Tom Healey
Helen Herman
Jaxon Hoover
Dan Houlahan
Dennis Houlahan
Helen Husky
Jack Kahl
Rosemary Kancler
Joann Kowalski
Samuel Lawson
Jerry Lewis
Andrew Loh
Joan Marshall
Molly Marshall
David Melgoza
Ofelia Melgoza
Vicky Melgoza

Luella Merecki
Beth Morici
Nicole Morici
Julie Nevin
Karen Ohlin
Steve Olexa
Eleanor Phillips
Nicholas Poskart
Carmelita Pruchnicki
Roger Reardon
John Riley
Joseph Russo Sr.
Val Rutherford
Baby Jada Schubert
Fr. Christopher Schwartz
Robert Snyder
Donna Stasse
Joan Tomassi

Nicole Tomassi
Pat Whittaker
Sue Wurzler
Jeane Zerwin-Butler
Joy Zivzak

OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES OF
OUR RECENTLY DECEASED
Ken Perz, our Spiritual Brother
Hazel Zimmer, sister of Spiritual Brother Marty Franck

For those who suffer, that our Lord Jesus Christ will give them the grace and
courage to accept their suffering, that they may experience the healing hands of
our Lord Jesus Christ. “Saint Pio intercede to Jesus for them”

EWTN TV
SPECIAL PROGRAMS
ON ST. PADRE PIO

9/19 @ 8:00 PM
9/23 @ 4:00 AM
9/23 @ 5:00 AM

For those who are ill in my family and among my friends, that they may be restored to full health: physically, mentally and spiritually. “Saint Pio intercede to
Jesus for them”
For the housebound, the bedridden, and those in wheelchairs, who have to rely
on others for their needs. “Saint Pio intercede to Jesus for them”
For those who suffer serious diseases, that God’s loving Spirit may radiate
within them. “Saint Pio intercede to Jesus for them”
For those with disabling handicaps, that they reach out in faith to touch the
hem of the Lord’s garment and know his power. “Saint Pio intercede to Jesus
for them”

9/26 @ 11:00 PM
For those who are mentally ill or seriously depressed, that the Lord give them
both the desire to be healed and the courage to change. “Saint Pio intercede to
Jesus for them”
For the peace of God’s gift to see an illness as an opportunity to draw even
closer to him. “Saint Pio intercede to Jesus for them”
WEBSITE: WWW.PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG

CONTACT US: INFO@PADREPIOCLEVELAND.COM

FACEBOOK: WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PADREPIOCLEVELAND

TWITTER: @PADREPIOCLEVEOH

