St. Padre Pio Prayer
Group Newsletter

THE PADRE PIO
PRAYER GROUP
of Cleveland
Spiritual Director:
Rev. Fr. Edward J. Janoch
Group Leader:
Cindy Russo

UPCOMING
EVENTS:

Oct 5 Group Leader Presentation following
Rosary at 6:00 PM
and Mass at 6:30
PM, St. Martin of
Tours Church,
14600 Turney Rd.,
Maple Hts.

Oct 10 Rosary Rally at
Noon, Twinsburg
Town Square (see
insert)

Oct 19 Group Leader
Presentation at
1:00 PM, St. Mary
Parish, 401 North
Street, Chardon

Oct 21 Pilgrimage of
Mercy, Saint Joseph
Cathedral, Columbus (see insert)

Nov 7 Bring your items to
“Stock the Pantry”
(see page 8)

Nov 7 Padre Pio Prayer
Group Gathering
beginning with Mass
at 8:30 AM,
St. Barnabas
Church, 9451
Brandywine Rd.
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The Rosary of Your Life
The Month of October is dedicated to Our
Blessed Mother and the Rosary. Meditating on the life of Christ with the prayers of
the Holy Rosary through the intercession
of the Blessed Virgin Mary is a sure way of
growing in faith and deepening your relationship with Christ. Increasing in holiness,
virtue and avoiding sin is the objective.
Our lives can be compared to the Rosary.
The beads symbolize us. The chain links us
together. This is accomplished through all
of our life’s encounters and experiences.
Just like the Mysteries of the Holy Rosary,
we have sorrowful, joyful, glorious and
luminous events in our lives. Our Blessed
Mother is always there to guide and comfort us. The crucifix represents Jesus who
is the center of our lives. It starts with Jesus and ends with Jesus. He is with us
every bead of our lives. As long as we always keep Jesus as the center, we will
have the rewards of eternal life. Receiving
Jesus in the Holy Eucharist polishes the
beads and makes our light shine. When we
take our eyes off Jesus, the chain breaks.
To mend it, we must go to confession and
make it intact again.

tered. Which mystery would you categorize them as? Whose Rosary have your
beads linked on to? Where would they
categorize you? Pray for each of those
beads that have helped formed you into
the Rosary of your life. Having a devotion
to praying the Rosary keeps you on the
right path. St. Padre Pio was always praying and holding a rosary. And always remember when you hold the Rosary in your
hand, you are holding the Blessed
Mother’s hand.

Perhaps you could meditate on each of the
beads in your life that you have encoun-

Hail Mary, full of grace. Our Lord is with thee. Blessed
art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy
womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us
sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen.
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The Month of October is the secondary month dedicated to Our
Blessed Mother, because October 7th is the day we remember
Our Lady of the Rosary. This month is also dedicated to Life.
Thirdly, the feast day of St. John Paul II is on October 22nd and
he was a great defender of Life. So this month I have supplied us
with some quotes from St. John Paul II on the Blessed Virgin
Mary, the Rosary, life, family and marriage. Enjoy.
“Mary is the sure path to our meeting with Christ. Devotion to
the Mother of the Lord, when it is genuine, is always an impetus to a life guided by the spirit and values of the Gospel.”
“Life is entrusted to man as a treasure which must not be
squandered, as a talent which must be used well.”
“Marriage is an act of will that signifies and involves a mutual
gift, which unites the spouses and binds them to their eventual
souls, with whom they make up a sole family - a domestic
church.”

St. John Paul II at
prayer with the Rosary.

"Abortion, euthanasia, human cloning, for example, risk reducing the human
person to a mere object: life and death to order, as it were!"
“The great danger for family life, in the midst of any society whose idols are
pleasure, comfort and independence, lies in the fact that people close their
hearts and become selfish.”
REFLECTIONS

"How beautiful is the family that recites the Rosary every evening."

FROM

“Freedom consists not in doing what we like, but in having the right to do
what we ought.”

OUR
SPIRITUAL
DIRECTOR

“As the family goes, so goes the nation and so goes the whole world in which
we live.”
“From Mary we learn to surrender to God's Will in all things. From Mary we
learn to trust even when all hope seems gone. From Mary we learn to love
Christ her Son and the Son of God!”
“Love between man and woman cannot be built without sacrifices and selfdenial.”
"The cemetery of the victims of human cruelty in our century is extended to
include yet another vast cemetery, that of the unborn."
See REFLECTIONS, page 3
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REFLECTIONS from page 2

"Euthanasia is a grave violation of the law of God, since it is the deliberate and morally unacceptable
killing of a human person."
‘The Gospel of life must be proclaimed and human life
defended in all places and all times."
“The Rosary is my favorite prayer.”
Did you know St. Pope John Paul II’s love of the Rosary
inspired Pope Francis to pray at least 15 mysteries every
day? In 2005, he recounted participating in a 1985 Rosary led by the saint. Pope Francis said “I felt that this
man, chosen to lead the Church, was following a path up
to his Mother in the sky, a path set out on from his childhood. And I became aware of the density of the words of
the Mother of Guadalupe to Saint Juan Diego: ‘Don’t be
afraid, am I not your mother?’” Let us conclude with a
prayer by St. John Paul II from his Encyclical: Evangelium Vitae (Gospel of Life).

Rosary given to visitors, similar to the one I
received from St. John Paul II.

O Mary, bright dawn of the new world, Mother of the living, to you do we entrust the cause of life.
Look down, O Mother, upon the vast numbers of babies not allowed to be born, of the poor whose lives
are made difficult, of men and women who are victims of brutal violence, of the elderly and the sick
killed by indifference or out of misguided mercy. Grant that all who believe in your son may proclaim
the Gospel of life with honesty and
love to the people of our time. Obtain for them the grace to accept
that Gospel as a gift ever new, the
joy of celebrating it with gratitude
throughout their lives, and the
courage to bear witness to it resolutely, in order to build, together
with all people of good will, the
civilization of truth and love, to
the praise and glory of God, the
Creator and lover of life. Amen.
Our Lady of the Rosary, Pray For
Us!
Papal Audience with Pope
John Paul II, on 1 March
1999, Vatican City, Italy.

Faithfully yours,
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Padre Pio was in some way part of
that "Legion of Little Souls" that
Therese of Lisieux so confidently
prophesied would follow her and
continue her 'Little Way'. He
prayed to her daily. St Therese's
Feast day is October 1st.

Speaking of Our Lady of
Fatima, Padre Pio said: "Each
grace passes through her
hands. Our lady assists me."
Feast of the last apparition of
Fatima and the miracle of the
sun is October 13th.
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St. Francis of Assisi and St. Padre Pio Side-by-Side
St. Francis of Assisi Feast Day October 4th

St. Padre Pio of Pietrelcina Feast Day September 23rd

St. Francis was born in Assisi on Sept. 26, 1181 to Pietro di Bernardone, a prominent businessman, and to Pica Bourlemont, originally from France. He was baptized Giovanni in honor of St. John
the Baptist, while the father was in France for business. When
Pietro came back he decided to call him Francesco instead.

Padre Pio was born in Pietrelcina on May 25, 1887, to Orazio
Forgione and Maria Giuseppa De Nunzio. They farmed their own
land. The day after birth Padre Pio was baptized Francesco. Francesco was self-thought, and by himself read a lot of books,
learned several languages, and he liked enjoying the company of
many friends. He went to Mass and recited the rosary daily with
his family since his early childhood. He received informal schooling through private teachers, including elementary and junior high
levels. He spent the years to 23 preparing for priesthood in the
Capuchin order. He spent the 5 years after ordination as a recruit in the Italian army spending most of the time in Pietrelcina,
where he prayed and meditated and received the invisible stigmata.

Francis was a soldier. In 1201, age 20, in a military expedition
against Perugia, was taken prisoner at Collestrada, and spent a year
in captivity. In the fall of 1205 in the church of San Damiano, the
icon of Christ Crucified came alive and said to him three times:
“Francis, Francis, go and repair My house which, as you can
see, is falling into ruins.” After a final interview at the presence
of the bishop Guido II, he renounced his father and his patrimony,
laying aside even the garment he had on, and started living as a
beggar and preaching. He and his followers went to Rome and got
approval from Pope Innocent III to found a new religious order in
1209, at the age of 28. He called the community ‘lesser friars” (frati
minori), and they lived in a deserted lazar house in Rivo Torto, near
Assisi. Two years later, on Palm Sunday, 28 March 1211 Francis
received Clare at the Porziuncola and established the Order of
Poor Dames, later called Poor Clares. In 1217 the growing congregation of 5000 friars followers of Francis was divided in provinces
and groups were sent to France, Germany, Hungary, Spain and to
the East. In 1219 Francis went to Egypt. Crossing the lines between
the sultan and the Crusaders in Damietta, he was received by the
sultan Melek-el-Kamel. He visited the holy places in Palestine in
1220. La Verna, a gift to Francis from the count Orlando di Chiusi
was his favorite spot for prayer and contemplation.

Padre Pio moved to the convent of San Giovanni Rotondo in
1918, age 31, and encouraged his spiritual children to join the
third order of Saint Francis. He exchanged numerous letters of
spiritual direction, promoted prayer groups, and started first the
Saint Francis Hospital, and then the House for the Relief of Suffering. He did not found a new order, and never went on a mission.

Francis was praying on 14 September 1224, the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross, he received there the stigmata. Brother Leo
reported: "Suddenly he saw a vision of a seraph, a sixwinged angel on a cross. This angel gave him the gift of the
five wounds of Christ." Suffering from several ailments, Francis
was brought to the Porziuncola where he spent the last days of his
life. He died at the age of 45 on the evening of 3 October 1226. He
was buried at the Church of San Giorgio in Assisi.

Padre Pio got the invisible wound in 1910 at the age of 23 in
Pietrelcina, and the visible wounds by the Crucifix in the
choir of the church in 1918. He suffered the pain of the
stigmata until his death, 58 years later. Padre Pio stayed in
the same convent for 50 years. He died whispering “Gesu’,
Maria.”

Francis preached to the birds, talked to the wolf in Gubbio, created the nativity scene in Greccio. He was a poet of the creation
and called the things in the “Cantico delle creature”: mister brother
sun, brother wind, brother fire, sister moon, sister water, sister
death, mother heart, madonna poverty.

Padre Pio confessed many hours a day, celebrated daily a majestic mystical Mass, recited innumerable rosaries, healed souls and
bodies in person and bilocation, built a grandiose hospital for the
suffering. He had special gifts that are unique in the catholic literature, for quantity and variety. He had permanent visible companionship of his Guardian Angel since his infancy. He had unparalleled detailed access to the world of afterlife, giving us spectacular
glimpses of it. Padre Pio saw St. Francis, His ”Spiritual Father” and
0ur ”Spiritual Grandfather” frequently, while in ecstasy.

Pray for us, O Holy Saints, that we may be made worthy
to win the victory in Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen.
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Sacramentals and the St. Benedict Medal
Last month the consecration to and prayer to St Michael the Archangel were presented as weapons against
the growing influence of Satan in our culture. This
month’s article will be about sacramentals and specifically the powerful St. Benedict medal. Sacramentals,
both as blessings and objects, are discussed in the Catechism of the Catholic Church in numbers 1667 to 1679.
Sacramentals are sacred signs or objects which bear a
resemblance to the sacraments. They signify effects,
particularly of a spiritual nature, which are obtained
through the intercession of the church. By them we are
disposed to receive the chief effect of the sacraments,
and our lives are rendered holy.
St. Benedict is the Patriarch of Western Monasticism
and founder of the Order which bears his name. He
was born in Italy in 480 and died in 547. His devotion to
the cross gave rise to the medal of St. Benedict which is
above all, devotion to the cross by which Jesus defeated
Satan. St. Benedict often employed the sign of the
Cross to work miracles and to overcome the devil and
his temptations, hence the idea of a medal was conceived. The numerous and extraordinary favors obtained by its pious use procured for it a wide and rapid
spread in all parts of Europe. Finally, in1741, Pope
Benedict the XIV, moved by the many favors which God
had shown through the Medal, solemnly approved it
and enriched it with many indulgences.
The many letters and
symbols stand for the
words "May the Holy
Cross be my light," and
"Let not the Dragon be
my
guide,"
and
"Begone Satan. Suggest not to me your
vain things. The cup
you offer to me is evil.
Drink the poison yourself," and "At our death
may we be protected
by the presence of St.
Benedict."

No special way of using the Medal is prescribed. It may
be worn around the neck, attached to the Scapular or
Rosary, or otherwise carried about one's person. It may
be touched to the water or medicine given to the sick,
or may be applied to their wounds. Often it is placed in
the foundations of houses, hung over the doors or on
the walls of dwellings, stables, barns, or attached to
cars, to call down God's blessing and the protection of
St. Benedict, and the power of the Church's blessing.
Also, no particular prayers are prescribed, as the devout wearing is itself "I fear no evil
a continual silent prayer. In time of Lord for you are
temptation, it is advisable to hold the at my side with
medal in one's hand, kiss it reverently your rod and
your staff which
and pray.
gives me courage."
—Psalm 23

The salutary effects of the Medal are
produced through the Passion of our
Lord, the merits and intercession of
St. Benedict, and the blessing of the St. Benedict
Church. In the blessing God is im- and St. Padre
plored to preserve those who wear Pio, pray for
the Medal from all the snares and us!
temptations of the devil; to protect
them from lightings and tempests, from pestilences,
sicknesses and poisons; and to bestow upon them His
blessings, both temporal and spiritual. Twice the
Church repeats the request that they may escape the
snares and deceits of the devil, which seems to be the
chief purpose of the Medal. Innumerable facts attest
that the pious use of the Medal, with the invocation of
St. Benedict, has at all times been most powerful in
warding off all dangers of body and soul, and in procuring for us temporal and spiritual favors.
With all the recent natural disasters brought about
probably in good part by humankind's sins, robberies
and murders, etc., the Medal is a divine protective
measure.
The Medals will be made available at our monthly
meetings. We thank the Benedictine monks at St. Andrew Abbey on Martin Luther King Boulevard for obtaining them for us. They may also be purchased at Religious Goods stores.
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KEEP OUR SICK SISTERS & BROTHERS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS
Call Helen Husky 440-232-3462 to add a member to the list.
Joan Allen
Paula Baker
Jeff Bauer
Carol Bertoni
Tom Bruno
Tish Capriso
Landry Cole
Kathy Conti
Aurora Cruz
Don Dahlhausen
Karina de Ortiz
Delores DiLeon
Mary Dirda
Bob Dodds
Sean Doherty
Tim Doherty
Spencer Dray
Hector Escobar
Terri Feltz
Stephanie Fiata
Steve Fiata
Louise Frein
Richard Frein
Mike Friess

James Green
Patrick Grismer
Chris Gunn, Jr.
Chris Gunn, Sr.
Dave Harden
Devin Harvey
Tom Healey
Helen Herman
Jaxon Hoover
Dan Houlahan
Dennis Houlahan
Helen Husky
Jack Kahl
Rosemary Kancler
Joann Kowalski
Samuel Lawson
Jerry Lewis
Andrew Loh
Joseph Maczko
Joan Marshall
Molly Marshall
David Melgoza
Ofelia Melgoza
Vicky Melgoza

STOCK THE PANTRY
For the November meeting
of our St. Padre Pio Prayer
Group gathering, we would
like everyone to bring in
some items to help stock the
pantry for our socials. We
are in need of the following
items:
• Plastic Forks
• Plastic Spoons
• 9” Paper Plates
• Paper Dessert Plates
• Paper Napkins
• 8oz. Cups for Coffee
• 8oz. Cups for Cold Beverages
• Coffee
• Powdered Creamer

Luella Merecki
Beth Morici
Nicole Morici
Julie Nevin
Karen Ohlin
Steve Olexa
Eleanor Phillips
Nicholas Poskart
Denise Provest
Carmelita Pruchnicki
Marilyn Puisely
Roger Reardon
John Riley
Joseph Russo Sr.
Val Rutherford
Baby Jada Schubert
Fr. Christopher Schwartz
Angelina Shock

Robert Snyder
Donna Stasse
Joan Tomassi
Nicole Tomassi
Jean Vasquez
Pat Whittaker
Sue Wurzler
Jeane Zerwin-Butler
Joy Zivzak

OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES OF
OUR RECENTLY DECEASED
Dora Rambacher, our spiritual sister

For those who suffer, that our Lord Jesus Christ will give them the grace and
courage to accept their suffering, that they may experience the healing hands of
our Lord Jesus Christ. “Saint Pio intercede to Jesus for them”
For those who are ill in my family and among my friends, that they may be restored to full health: physically, mentally and spiritually. “Saint Pio intercede to
Jesus for them”
For the housebound, the bedridden, and those in wheelchairs, who have to rely
on others for their needs. “Saint Pio intercede to Jesus for them”
For those who suffer serious diseases, that God’s loving Spirit may radiate
within them. “Saint Pio intercede to Jesus for them”
For those with disabling handicaps, that they reach out in faith to touch the
hem of the Lord’s garment and know his power. “Saint Pio intercede to Jesus
for them”
For those who are mentally ill or seriously depressed, that the Lord give them
both the desire to be healed and the courage to change. “Saint Pio intercede to
Jesus for them”
For the peace of God’s gift to see an illness as an opportunity to draw even
closer to him. “Saint Pio intercede to Jesus for them”

WEBSITE: WWW.PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG

CONTACT US: INFO@PADREPIOCLEVELAND.COM

FACEBOOK: WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PADREPIOCLEVELAND

TWITTER: @PADREPIOCLEVEOH

