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MISSION &
VISION:
To carry out the
works, words and
devotion of St. Padre Pio through
prayer and charitable works where we
can touch lives and
change souls.
Our vision is to create more Spiritual
Children and lead
souls to heaven.

UPCOMING
EVENTS:

Dec 8 Solemnity of the
Immaculate
Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
(Patronal Feastday
of the USA)

Jan 2 Padre Pio Prayer
Group Gathering
beginning with Mass
at 8:30 AM,
St. Barnabas
Church, 9451
Brandywine Rd.

Feb 3 Pilgrimage to
Rome, Italy for the
Padre Pio Prayer
Group Papal
Audience starts
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A Childlike Expectancy for Christmas
Every Christmas for St. Padre Pio was an
occasion for spiritual renewal. It helped
and encouraged him to nurture within himself that unconditional love for humanity
that the occasion symbolized, above all his
love for the most humble, the poor and the
suffering. It was a well-known fact that he
looked forward to the Holy Feast of Christmas with great anticipation. Padre Pio practiced this great devotion to the crib, which
is so reminiscent of Saint Francis, as a
child when he lived with his parents. At his
home he always wanted to prepare the crib
himself. He would start work on it as early
as October. While he pastured the family’s
sheep with his friends he loved to sculpture
little clay figures of Joseph, Mary, and the
Infant Jesus in the manger. Throughout his
life he had a tender devotion to the Nativity
of the Lord. He counted the days until
Christmas with a childlike expectancy. He
loved the Christmas Carols, the special devotions, the beautiful gold priestly vestments, the Nativity scenes, and all of the
festive preparations. He once wrote,
“Christmas has a gentle childlike tenderness that captures my heart.” During the
Christmas Mass, Padre Pio would carry a
statue of the Baby Jesus in procession from
the choir loft of the church through the
monastery and then down the corridors and
halls. Padre Pio finally made his way to the
altar and from the altar to the Christmas
crib where he placed the little statue of Jesus. Padre Pio had the crib placed where he
could see it from the confessional and
would often look at it throughout the day.

Padre Pio used to say, “Stay very close to
the crib of this most beautiful Child.”
On December 24, 1922, Lucia Landanza
was to witness a Christmas Eve like none
before. When Padre Pio came down the
stairs that led to the sacristy, Lucia saw that
he was holding a baby in his arms. It was
not the little statue that was used each year
at the Christmas Mass. It was a real baby,
very much alive. It was the real Infant Jesus. A halo of light encircled the Infant and
Padre Pio’s face was shining with a beautiful radiance. She stared wide eyed in astonishment. It was then that he noticed that she
was staring at him. As he walked toward
her, the halo of golden light and the Infant
Jesus suddenly disappeared. So too did the

radiance on Padre Pio’s face. He asked Lucia what she had seen. “I saw you holding
the Baby Jesus surrounded by a halo of
light,” she replied. “Lucia, you must never
tell anyone what you saw. Do you understand? Never!” It was always his desire to
keep the many graces that God had given
him hidden from others.

May Infant Jesus capture your heart with a gentle childlike tenderness.
Have a Very Blessed Merry Christmas and a Happy Holy New Year!
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A Reading from the Holy Gospel According to Matthew
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Matthew 2:13-18

When the Magi had departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said,
“Rise, take the child and his mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I tell you. Herod is going to
search for the child to destroy him.” Joseph rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed for Egypt. He stayed there until the death of Herod, that what the Lord had said through the
prophet might be fulfilled, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”
When Herod realized that he had been deceived by the magi, he
became furious. He ordered the massacre of all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity two years old and under, in accordance with
the time he had ascertained from the magi. Then was fulfilled
what had been said through Jeremiah the prophet:
“A voice was heard in Ramah,
sobbing and loud lamentation;
Rachel weeping for her children,
and she would not be consoled,
since they were no more.”

REFLECTIONS FROM OUR
S P I R I T UA L D I R E C TO R

The Gospel of the Lord.
These words from Sacred Scripture ring true today just as they did in the First Century. There
are still children who are fleeing their homelands because some ruler seeks their deaths. The
Christians from the Middle East who have been in the Holy Land for almost as long as when
this Gospel was written, are now homeless and persecuted for the crime of being followers of
the “Child who fled to Egypt.” Syrian and Iraqi Christians are being wiped out and seek shelter from other nations for protection. This is not as easy as it was for the Holy Family to flee
to Egypt. Today politics plays a role in who can or cannot enter into a country. With the
threat from those who are persecuting the Christians in the Middle East, they are also persecuting those nations who are helping them. On November 13, 2015, in Paris, France, over 130
people were killed for being “infidels.” Radical Muslim Terrorists took it upon themselves,
with the support of ISIS, to terrorize their victims, and sent shock waves of fear throughout the
world. Sadly, the Christian Refugees are caught in the middle of this dilemma. They are fleeing their countries because they are being persecuted and now many nations are closing their
support for these refugees because of the fear that hidden within these persecuted people are
also terrorists who are disguising themselves to be Christian refugees. In our own State of
Ohio, it was reported that 72 refugees entered our State in 2015. Now our Governor has
joined over half the Governors in the United States to cease taking in anymore refugees until
they can be guaranteed that these refugees are not terrorists in disguise.
We can do something, even if it is just a small token or a simple gesture. Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving may be the only thing we can do at this time.
It may be a simple gesture, but the Child who fled
into Egypt, Jesus Christ, came to save the world
from sin and death and we his followers are now
being asked to save those who are in the greatest
need. Do not let the terrorists win by living in fear,
but win by living in faith with Jesus Christ. These
refugees are now in need of experiencing the “coming of Christ” into their lives by the support
we can give them in this Season of Watching and Waiting for the Lord. Let us not turn this
effort into a political quagmire, but to do what Jesus would do: bringing comfort and joy to
those who are finding it hard to have comfort and joy in this Advent and Christmas Season.
Wishing you a Blessed Christmas and a Holy New Year!
FR.

EDWARD

J.

JANOCH,

SPIRITUAL

DIRECTOR
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Jubilee Year of Mercy
Pope Francis declared the Year of Mercy beginning on Dec. 8,
2015 which is the 50th anniversary of the closing of the Second Vatican Council. He wants us to reflect on the message
of the council and continue its work. He continually tells us
that our world is in need of mercy, especially for the poor.
His motto is "With Eyes of Mercy.". The scriptural reference
is Ephesians 2:4 "God is rich in mercy.". In ancient Israel
there was a Jubilee Year every 50 years to restore equality
among all in Israel offering new possibilities to families which
had lost their property and even their personal freedom. St.
John Paul stated "Justice according to the Law
in Israel consisted above all in the protection
of the weak.". In declaring jubilee years, our
Catholic church gives it a more spiritual significance, such as general pardon, indulgence
open to all, the possibility to renew our relationship with God and neighbor, etc. The aim
of this article is to 1) understand God's mercy,
and 2) embrace it.
Understanding God and His mercy -- A
catholic author Sherry Weddell, who wrote
"The Five Thresholds of Conversion" and
"Forming Intentional Disciples," took a survey
of Catholics working on parish staffs and parish volunteers and discovered that ONLY
FIVE PERCENT felt deeply loved by God and
took delight in the relationship!!!!! These are
the cream of the crop. What about the average
person in the pew? Applying it to this article;
Reader, do YOU feel DEEPLY loved by Jesus
and DELIGHT in relating to him? (Please
pause to honestly answer the question). If not, the Jubilee
Year of Mercy is your great opportunity because God indulgently lavishes his graces upon all who ask and seek.
Who is God? -- a very important question. Only very holy
mystics have a pretty good idea, but still limited knowledge,
based on feeling his love. The rest of us merely guess at who
he really is. We probably formed our image of God when we
were little children. It came through the filters, tainted to various degrees, of our parents and those who symbolized God for
us -- priests, nuns, teachers, etc. Our little minds and hearts
heard of some of the people in the Old Testament being punished and killed and we became frightened of God. A beloved
relative, friend, or pet died and we asked, "How could a loving
God let this happen?" Then as teens and adults we experienced the hard knocks of life and our trust was undermined.
And then there are our sins we may now feel very ashamed of.
And so we plug along, probably basing our image of God at
the moment, on the outer circumstances of our life, and our
past life history.

Now back to our question, "Who is God?" Instead of merely
guessing from our very limited and frail point of view, let's let
God himself answer this all-important question. Let's let him
speak to our hearts, and speak he does. Through his Word,
Sacred Scripture: God is LOVE. This is the absolute truth.
We have his word for it. He sent his son to die for ME to
prove it. Your task and challenge, dear reader, is to let Jesus
gently and mercifully purify your image of him during this
Year of Mercy. Your starting point may reflect the attitude of
a woman who was really a very good and diligent christian,
who, when asked, "Don't you realize that God
is madly in love with you?", dropped her jaw,
and responded in a very shocked and surprised
tone of voice, "Who, ME??????". And Jesus
silently responded in heaven, unbeknown to
her at the time "Yes, my beloved, more than
you can even imagine!" At this moment, as
you read this, Jesus is ardently hoping that you
will take up the challenge. He is lavishing his
graces, won by his agony and death on the
cross, upon you right now. And so, he asks
you right now, "Will you take up the challenge?"
(Please pause now to tell him,
"Yes", "No", or, I can't answer you right
now, Jesus, but I'll pray for the grace to say
"Yes".)
Embracing His Mercy -- There are many
ways to understand and embrace the mercy of
Jesus. Future articles will be dedicated to this
topic during this Year of Mercy. Some suggestions are:
1. Pray to develop a positive attitude toward Jesus.
2. BELIEVE that Jesus loves and LIKES you and has forgiven you. (A good confession here may be necessary). A
wife had a husband who loved her unconditionally, but she
never really appreciated him. After he died, she realized how
badly she had treated him. It bothered her greatly for years.
She confessed it and realized that God had forgiven her, but
was so ashamed, that she could not FEEL her husband's love.
Finally she decided to simply start BELIEVING that he had
forgiven her. She started to remember the good times instead
of the difficulties she caused him. It worked! She experienced on the psychological level what had always been true
on the spiritual level. So it is with Jesus and us. BELIEVE
that he is madly in love with you and act accordingly. It will
probably feel artificial at first, but his grace will help. If there
are real obstacles, it may be necessary to talk to a good confessor, spiritual friend, or counselor. You may need to go
deeper, but it's worth the effort to ultimately experience the
peace and joy of Jesus.

See MERCY, page 6
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“May Mary Most Holy, ‘Woman of the Eucharist’ and Virgin of A
celebrate worthily his sacramental presence in the mystery of

Advent, prepare us all to joyfully welcome Christ's coming and to
f the Eucharist.” (Pope John Paul II, Angelus, First Sunday of Advent, 28 November 2004)
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St. Padre Pio,
Maria
Giuseppa
(mother of
Padre Pio), St.
Faustina, St.
John Paul,

MERCY from page 3
3. Become more contemplative -- noticing and
appreciating the simple things in life which are all
God's gifts to us -- the wonder of children, a sunset, the refreshing breeze, a delicious meal, etc.
Thank Jesus for them.

Some good scripture to start with are Luke 16 -the parables of God's mercy and the Letters of
John near the end of the New Testament.

6. Reflect on Mother Teresa's article, "I Thirst For
You" in this newsletter. If you open your heart to
4. Spend some time in prayer every day. Remem- the many graces of Jesus applied to yourself durber: Not much prayer, not much relationship.
ing this Year of Mercy, come Nov. 20, 2016, you
should be delighting in your relationship with Je5. Read spiritual books and the Scriptures. Withsus!
out good food for thought our spiritual life suffers.

I Thirst For You

Mother Mary,

"Behold, I stand at the door and knock… (Rev. 3:20)

and St. Joseph:

It is true. I stand at the door of your heart, day and night. Even when you are not listening, even when
you doubt it could be Me, I am there. I await even the smallest sign of your response, even the least
whispered invitation that will allow Me to enter. And I want you to know that whenever you invite Me,
I do come – always, without fail. Silent and unseen I come, but with infinite power and love, and bringing the many gifts of My Spirit. I come with My mercy, with My desire to forgive and heal you, and
with a love for you beyond your comprehension – a love every bit as great as the love I have received
from the Father ("As much as the Father has loved me, I have loved you…" (Jn. 15:10) I come - longing to console you and give you strength, to lift you up and bind all your wounds. I bring you My light,
to dispel your darkness and all your doubts. I come with My power, that I might carry you and all your
burdens; with My grace, to touch your heart and transform your life; and My peace I give to still your
soul.

Pray for us.

I know you through and through. I know everything about you. The very hairs of your head I have numbered. Nothing in your life is unimportant to Me. I have followed you through the years, and I have
always loved you – even in your wanderings. I know every one of your problems. I know your needs
and your worries. And yes, I know all your sins. But I tell you again that I love you – not for what you
have or haven’t done – I love you for you, for the beauty and dignity My Father gave you by creating
you in His own image. It is a dignity you have often forgotten, a beauty you have tarnished by sin. But I
love you as you are, and I have shed My Blood to win you back. If you only ask Me with faith, My
grace will touch all that needs changing in your life, and I will give you the strength to free yourself
from sin and all its destructive power.
I know what is in your heart – I know your loneliness and all your hurts –
the rejections, the judgments, the humiliations, I carried it all before you.
And I carried it all for you, so you might share My strength and victory. I
know especially your need for love – how you are thirsting to be loved and
cherished. But how often have you thirsted in vain, by seeking that love selfishly, striving to fill the emptiness inside you with passing pleasures – with
the even greater emptiness of sin. Do you thirst for love? "Come to Me all
you who thirst…" (Jn. 7: 37). I will satisfy you and fill you. Do you thirst to
be cherished? I cherish you more than you can imagine – to the point of dying on a cross for you.
I Thirst for You. Yes, that is the only way to even begin to describe My
love for you. I THIRST FOR YOU. I thirst to love you and to be loved by
you – that is how precious you are to Me. I THIRST FOR YOU. Come to
Me, and I will fill your heart and heal your wounds. I will make you a new
creation, and give you peace, even in all your trials I THIRST FOR YOU.
You must never doubt My mercy, My acceptance of you, My desire to forgive, My longing to bless you
and live My life in you. I THIRST FOR YOU. If you feel unimportant in the eyes of the world, that
matters not at all. For Me, there is no one any more important in the entire world than you. I THIRST

See THIRST, page 7
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THIRST from page 6
FOR YOU. Open to Me, come to Me, thirst for Me, give me your life – and I will prove to you how important you are to My
Heart.
Don’t you realize that My Father already has a perfect plan to transform your life, beginning from this moment? Trust in Me.
Ask Me every day to enter and take charge of your life. – and I will. I promise you before My Father in heaven that I will work
miracles in your life. Why would I do this? Because I THIRST FOR YOU. All I ask of you is that you entrust yourself to Me
completely. I will do all the rest.

“Jesus is God, therefore
His love, His Thirst, is
infinite. He the creator
of the universe, asked for
the love of His creatures.
He thirst for our love …
These words:
‘I Thirst’ – Do they echo
in our souls?”
—Mother Teresa

Even now I behold the place My Father has prepared for you in My Kingdom. Remember that
you are a pilgrim in this life, on a journey home. Sin can never satisfy you, or bring the peace
you seek. All that you have sought outside of Me has only left you more empty, so do not cling
to the things of this life. Above all, do not run from Me when you fall. Come to Me without delay. When you give Me your sins, you gave Me the joy of being your Savior. There is nothing I
cannot forgive and heal; so come now, and unburden your soul.
No matter how far you may wander, no matter how often you forget Me, no matter how many
crosses you may bear in this life; there is one thing I want you to always remember, one thing
that will never change. I THIRST FOR YOU – just as you are. You don’t need to change to believe in My love, for it will be your belief in My love that will change you. You forget Me, and
yet I am seeking you every moment of the day – standing at the door of your heart and knocking.
Do you find this hard to believe? Then look at the cross, look at My Heart that was pierced for
you. Have you not understood My cross? Then listen again to the words I spoke there – for they
tell you clearly why I endured all this for you: "I THIRST…"(Jn 19: 28). Yes, I thirst for you –
as the rest of the psalm – verse I was praying says of Me: "I looked for love, and I found
none…" (Ps. 69: 20). All your life I have been looking for your love – I have never stopped
seeking to love you and be loved by you. You have tried many other things in your search for
happiness; why not try opening your heart to Me, right now, more than you ever have before.

Whenever you do open the door of your heart, whenever you come close enough, you will hear Me say to you again and again,
not in mere human words but in spirit. "No matter what you have done, I love you for your own sake. Come to Me with your
misery and your sins, with your troubles and needs, and with all your longing to be loved. I stand at the door of your heart and
knock. Open to Me, for I THIRST FOR YOU…"

La Moreneta of Montserrat
Montserrat is located northwest of Barcelona, Spain. Known as the “serrated
mountain”, it is said to have been carved by little angels with golden saws. This
mountain has been of religious significance since pre-Christian times when the
Romans built a temple to honor Venus. Montserrat’s top attraction is La Moreneta, The Lady of the Mountain, the wood statue of the Black Virgin. Legend says
she was carved by St. Luke (the gospel writer and supposed artist), brought to
Spain by St. Peter, hidden away in the cave during the Moorish invasions and
miraculously discovered by shepherd children.
The statue is in Byzantine style posed as the “Throne of Wisdom.” The body is
thin, the face elongated. She holds an orb of the earth in her right hand. The
Child’s hand is raised in a formalized and traditional Eastern blessing. Her color
change from a lighter tone to black is attributed to prolonged exposure to candle
smoke or a chemical reaction caused by varnish used as a paint sealant. She is
considered one of the most celebrated images in Spain.
Upon his recovery from battle wounds, Ignatius of Loyola visited the Benedictine
monastery of Montserrat on March 25, 1533, where he laid down his military
accouterments before the image. This is where he had his discernment before
founding the Society of Jesus.
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KEEP OUR SICK SISTERS & BROTHERS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS
Call Helen Husky 440-232-3462 to add a member to the list.
Joan Allen
Paula Baker
Jeff Bauer
Carol Bertoni
Kyler Bradley
Tom Bruno
Tish Capriso
Landry Cole
Kathy Conti
Aurora Cruz
Don Dahlhausen
Karina de Ortiz
Delores DiLeon
Mary Dirda
Bob Dodds
Sean Doherty
Tim Doherty
Spencer Dray
Hector Escobar
Patti Faenza
Terri Feltz
Stephanie Fiata
Steve Fiata
Louise Frein

Richard Frein
Mike Friess
James Green
Patrick Grismer
Chris Gunn, Jr.
Chris Gunn, Sr.
Dave Harden
Devin Harvey
Tom Healey
Helen Herman
Jaxon Hoover
Dan Houlahan
Dennis Houlahan
Helen Husky
Jack Kahl
Rosemary Kancler
Chad Kennedy
Jeff Kerico
Joann Kowalski
Laura Lang
Samuel Lawson
Jerry Lewis
Andrew Loh
Madelyn Marie Ludwick

Joseph Maczko
Joan Marshall
Molly Marshall
David Melgoza
Ofelia Melgoza
Vicky Melgoza
Luella Merecki
Beth Morici
Nicole Morici
Elizabeth Morton
Julie Nevin
Karen Ohlin
Steve Olexa
Eleanor Phillips
Nicholas Poskart
Denise Provest
Carmelita Pruchnicki
Marilyn Puisely
Roger Reardon

John Riley
Joseph Russo Sr.
Val Rutherford
Baby Jada Schubert
Fr. Christopher Schwartz
Robert Snyder
Donna Stasse
Joan Tomassi
Nicole Tomassi
Jean Vasquez
Pat Whittaker
Jeane Zerwin-Butler
Joy Zivzak

OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES OF
OUR RECENTLY DECEASED
Bob Sposit, brother of Spiritual Brother Jim Sposit

A Gift Given: Praying for our Priests
Praying for priests is so important. The priest gives the gift of his life to the Church.
At every Mass the priest gives us the gift of Jesus Christ. This is the most precious and
important gift that we can ever receive. Here are some suggestions for your prayer for
priest intentions:
•

• Don’t forget to purchase
tickets at the Monthly
50/50 Raffle. All proceeds go toward refreshments and expenditures
for our Padre Pio Prayer
Group.
• We will start a new Sick
List in January 2016.
Contact Helen Husky if
you need to place someone on the list.

•
•
•
•
•

Full and Active Participation at Mass and the offering up of Holy
Communion
Eucharistic Adoration before the Most Blessed Sacrament
Praying the Holy Rosary
Making Spiritual Communions throughout the day
Offering up work and sacrifices
Praying for priests on a daily basis

Prayer for Priests by St. Therese of Lisieux
O Jesus, eternal Priest, keep your priests within the shelter of Your Sacred Heart,
where none may touch them.
Keep unstained their anointed hands, which daily touch Your Sacred Body.
Keep unsullied their lips, daily purpled with your Precious Blood.
Keep pure and unearthly their hearts, sealed with the sublime mark of the priesthood.
Let Your holy love surround them and shield them from the world's contagion.
Bless their labors with abundant fruit and may the souls to whom they minister be
their joy and consolation here and in heaven their beautiful and everlasting crown.
Amen.

WEBSITE: WWW.PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG

CONTACT US: INFO@PADREPIOCLEVELAND.COM

FACEBOOK: WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PADREPIOCLEVELAND

TWITTER: @PADREPIOCLEVEOH

