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From Painful Good Friday to Joyful Easter
UPCOMING
EVENTS:

Apr 1 Group Leader
Presentation at
1:30 PM, St. Bosco
Church, 6480 Pearl
Road, Parma Hts.

Apr 2 Padre Pio Prayer
Group Gathering
beginning with Mass
at 8:30 AM,
St. Barnabas
Church, 9451
Brandywine Rd.,
Northfield

Apr 3 Divine Mercy Sunday Mass with St.
Pio Chalice at 11:00
AM, Our Lady of
Grace Church, 1088
Ridge Rd., Hinckley

Apr 22 ”A Day of Reflection Retreat”, Saint
Bonaventure Monastery, Detroit (see
flyer for details)

For 50 years, Padre Pio was constantly
in pain from bearing the Sacred Stigmata, the same five wounds inflicted
on his body as Christ on the Cross. Besides the intense physical suffering, he
was often ridiculed, rejected and misunderstood by others because of the
amazing gifts God entrusted to him.
Despite his physical and emotional
hardships and afflictions, Padre Pio’s
spirituality was surprisingly uplifting
and encouraging. He wrote often
about the crosses we carry and the Calvary’s we must climb in our lives. But
always, his heart and soul were centered on Christ’s Resurrection and the
great hope that is ours in the Risen
Lord Jesus. Concentrate on these last
few weeks of Lent with
prayer, fasting and
sacrifice. Come to Jesus for understanding,
since He knows you
better than you know
yourself. He can comprehend all your complexity. No detail of
your life is hidden
from Him. Jesus views
you through eyes of
grace, so don’t be afraid of His awareness. All the Light of His healing presence will shine into the deepest re-

cesses of your being through a good
confession. You will receive a cleansing, healing, refreshed and renewed
you. Be ready for Easter. Trust in Him
enough to accept full forgiveness that
He offers you continually. This great
gift cost Jesus His life. It is yours for all
of Eternity. Forgiveness is at the very
cord of His abiding presence. He will
never leave you or forsake you.
Through Jesus, our hearts are open to
His mercy and passion to each other.
Easter was always a very happy cele-

bration for Padre
Pio. People could
see his eyes smiling
with joy and a sense
of happiness was
constantly present.
As intense and painful as Good Friday
was, that’s how intense and joyful
Easter was for Him.

May you have a Blessed Joyful Easter!
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When I was eight years old, I was watching the movie: “Our Lady of Fatima.” There is a
scene in this movie where the three seers of Our Lady were presented before the police for
interrogation about the apparitions. I remember that each one would not recant what they had
seen or said. At one point Jacinta was being taken out to be tortured by being boiled in oil and
as she is taken out, you hear her scream. Then Francisco is led out
and he screams, leaving only Lucia. At that moment I remember
praying to God asking Him to not give me any visions or apparitions because I felt that I would not be as strong as the Three Seers
of Fatima. I did not think that I could do what they went through.
The Lord answered that prayer and for most of my life I have not
had heavenly, holy visions or apparitions. There have been some
very brief moments of “experiencing
the presence of God” in my life, but
nothing like the stories that I have
heard from other members of our
group and the many people that make
up the St. Padre Pio Prayer Groups.
While in Rome, last month, I heard a
number of stories from people who
have had visions or apparitions pertaining to St. Padre Pio. Does this
disappoint me? No, it does not. It just makes me have to rely on
the virtues of Faith, Hope, and Love. Yet, something did occur
while in Rome and Assisi.
When we entered St. Peter’s Square on Friday, 5 February 2016,
to await the arrival of the relics of St. Leopold and St. Pio, the
choir was singing and as I was going to the place where we were
going to sit down, I just was filled with the emotion of the moment. I am usually not a very
emotional person, so I knew that something special was occurring. I thanked God for this moment and waited for the two Saints to enter the Square. Another moment was when the Salve
Regina was sung. I looked around and I noticed that every priest present was singing this
song. This is not a requirement to be a priest, but it made me realize the world-wide fraternity
of the priesthood and how priests just know how to sing the Salve Regina. The last thing for
that day was that when the
Saints were being carried
into St. Peter Basilica, the
Litany of Saints was being
sung in Latin. I had always
wanted to be at St. Peter’s
to be able to sing the Litany of Saints there and I
was able to do so. Simple
blessings, but they made a
change in me.

REFLECTIONS FROM OUR
S P I R I T UA L D I R E C TO R
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Sunday, 7 February 2016,
we spent the day in Assisi. This place is a special place. If it was not for St. Francis, there
would be no St. Leopold or St. Pio and no St. Padre Pio Prayer Groups and we would never
have met one another. I spent some prayerful time in the Upper Basilica of St. Francis and
spent more prayerful time at his tomb. I had thought that at one time I would become a Fran(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2)

ciscan, so St. Francis has played a role in my vocation
decision. I am in the process of looking into the Third
Order of the Secular Franciscans. It was a very peaceful
time, a mini-retreat during
a short pilgrimage. Also,
the ability to pass through
the Holy Doors of St.
Mary Major, St. John
Lateran and St. Peter had
its effect on me. I have
heard from others that
they also were touched by
the week and that the Holy
Spirit will help us to be
“Merciful as the Father,”
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during this Jubilee Year. I
hope that others will have the
opportunity to go on a religious pilgrimage during this
Jubilee Year; if one comes
your way, take it; it can change
you for the better. If no pilgrimage comes your way, then
travel to your diocese’s Cathedral, they should all have a
door set aside as the “Sancta
Portal” [Holy Door].
The
graces that God has in-store
for us are offered for us for the taking and to be used for
the Glory of God and the Salvation of Souls.
We need to thank Cindy Russo for all her hard work in
making this pilgrimage possible. It was a lot of work,
but when done in love, “the
yoke is easy and the burden is
light.”
Finally, on these pages I shared
some pictures from the pilgrimage, and the letter from the
Holy See on pages 4-6 is the
English translation of Pope
Francis’ message to the St.
Padre Pio Prayer Groups on 6
February 2016.

OPPOSITE PAGE: St. Padre Pio Prayer Group Banner in St. Peter’s Square, Holy Door at St. John Lateran, Body of St. Pio of Pietrelcina entering St. Peter’s Square; THIS PAGE: Body of St. Leopold in St. Peter Basilica, Pope Francis in St. Peter’s Square before his address to the St.
Padre Pio Prayer Groups, Body of St. Pio of Pietrelcina in St. Peter Basilica, Group Picture at the church of St. Mary of the Rosary in Rome.
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Prayers for Priests
This month of March is dedicated to St. Joseph. He is a model of humility,
chastity and obedience. He was devoted in his love to the Blessed Mother
and to Jesus, caring for them and protecting them. Let us pray for our
priests as they love and protect the church, caring for the family of God.

To St. Joseph for a Particular Priest
Saint Joseph, I present to you this day
Father N......, priest of Jesus Christ,
and beg you to be to him advocate and defender, counselor and friend.
Open your heart to him as you opened your home to the Virgin Mother in her
hour of need.

“Strengthen them
in faith and in
hope, console
them in
hardship and
disappointment”

Protect his holy priesthood
as you protected the life of the Infant Christ threatened by cruel Herod.
In darkness bring him light; in weakness, strength, and in fear the peace that
passes understanding.
For the sake of the tender love that bound you
to the Virgin Mary and the Infant Christ,
be for him, Saint Joseph, a constant intercessor
and a shield against every danger of body, mind,
and soul so that, in spite of his weaknesses and sins,
his priesthood may bring glory to Christ
and serve to increase the beauty of holiness
in his bride the Church.
Amen.

Prayer to St. Joseph for Priests

Blessed Joseph,
you both saved and served the Word of God,
and the Living Bread come down from heaven.
Look down upon the priests of the Church
which had its origins in the household
over which you presided,
and pray for them -that they, too, serve perseveringly
the people entrusted to their care -may teach them faithfully the Word of God,
and break for them daily the Bread of Life.
Strengthen them in faith and in hope,
console them in hardship and disappointment;
and pray your Jesus
to crown their service of him on earth
with eternal life with him
in the happiness of heaven for ever.
(Note: This prayer was taken from the booklet "Devotions to Saint Joseph" by
Brian Moore, S.J., printed and published by the Society of St. Paul.)
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St. Joseph and Our Lady of America
March 19th is the feast of St. Joseph. As the church
faces increasing opposition in our own country and
throughout the world, through the revelations of Our
Lady of America (related in the two previous newsletters), St. Joseph's role as father and patron of the universal church has been deepened. This article contains
many of the words of St. Joseph to the visionary Sr.
Mary Ephrem.
In 1956, about a week after Our
Lady's first appearance, St. Joseph spoke the following words
to Sr. Ephrem: "It is true my
daughter, that IMMEDIATELY
after my conception, I was,
through the future merits of Jesus and because of my exceptional role of future VirginFather, cleansed from the stain
of original sin. I was from that
moment confirmed in grace and
never had the slightest stain on
my soul. This is my unique privilege among men. My pure heart
also was from the first moment
of existence inflamed with love
for God. IMMEDIATELY, at the moment when my soul
was cleansed from original sin, grace was infused into it
in such abundance that, excluding my holy spouse, I
surpassed the holiness of the highest angel in the angelic choir.
"My heart suffered with the Hearts of Jesus and
Mary. Mine was a silent suffering, for it was my special
vocation to hide and shield as long as God willed, the
Virgin Mother and Son from the hatred and malice of
men. The most painful of my sorrows was that I knew
beforehand of their passion, yet would not be there to
console them. Their future suffering was ever present
to me and became my daily cross. I became, in union
with my holy spouse, co-redemptor of the human
race. Through compassion for the sufferings of Jesus
and Mary I co-operated, AS NO OTHER, in the salvation
of the world."

On the eve of his feast in 1958, St. Joseph spoke these
words to Sr. Ephrem: "Kneel down, my daughter, for
what you will hear and what you will write will bring
countless souls to a new way of life. The Trinity desires
to make known to souls its desire to be adored, honored, and loved within the kingdom, the interior kingdom of their hearts.
"I bring to souls the purity of my life
and the obedience that crowned it. All
fatherhood is blessed in me whom the
Eternal Father chose as His representative on earth, the Virgin-Father of
His own Divine Son. Through me the
Heavenly Father has blessed all fatherhood, and through me he continues
and will continue to do so until the
end of time. My spiritual fatherhood
extends to all God's children, and together with my Virgin-Spouse, I watch
over them with great love and solicitude.
"Fathers must come to me to learn
obedience and authority: to the
Church always, as the mouthpiece of
God, and to the laws of the country in which they live,
insofar as these do not go against God and their
neighbor.
"Mine was perfect obedience to the divine will, as it
was shown and made known to me by the Jewish law
and religion. To be careless in this is most displeasing
to God and will be severely punished in the next world.
Let fathers also imitate my great purity of life and the
deep respect I held for my Immaculate Spouse. Let
them be an example to their children and fellowmen,
never willfully doing anything that would cause scandal
among God's people. Fatherhood is from God, and it
must once again take its rightful place among men."
Sr. Ephrem said: "As St. Joseph ceased speaking, I saw
his most pure heart. It seemed to be lying on a cross
(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)

which was of brown color. It appeared to me that at the top of the heart, in the midst of
the flames pouring out, was a pure white lily. Then I heard these words: ‘Behold this
pure heart so pleasing to Him Who made it. The cross upon which my heart rests is the
cross of the passion, which was ever present before me, causing me intense suffering. I
desire souls to come to my heart that they may learn true union with
the Divine Will. I will make known to you, my child, how God wishes
me to be honored in union with Jesus and Mary to obtain peace among
men and nations.’"
On March 19th St. Joseph said: "I desire a day to be set aside to honor
my fatherhood. The privilege of being chosen by God to be the VirginFather of His Son was mine alone, and no honor, excluding that bestowed upon my Holy Spouse, was ever, or will ever, be as sublime or
as high as this.
"The Holy Trinity desires thus to honor me that in my unique fatherhood, all fatherhood may be blessed. As was in the Holy Family, so the
head of the family must be loved, obeyed, and respected, and in return
be a true father and protector to those under his care.
"In honoring in a special way my fatherhood, you also honor Jesus and Mary. The Divine
Trinity has placed into ALL of our keeping the peace of the world."

St. Joseph
and St.
Padre Pio,
pray for us.

Sr. Ephrem then had a vision of St. Joseph who seemed
suspended above a large globe. "His head was slightly
raised, his eyes gazing upward as if in ecstasy. His appearance, though quite youthful, gave at the same time the
impression of rare maturity combined with great
strength. The lines of his face appeared strong and purposeful, softened somewhat by a gentle serenity. I also
saw his most pure heart and the Holy Spirit in the form of
a dove hovering above his head, bearing his gold crown,
and gold scepter. Then I heard the words: ‘Thus should
he be honored whom the King desires to honor. Jesus
and Mary desire that my pure heart, so long hidden and
unknown, now be honored in a special way on the first
Wednesday of the month by reciting the Joyful Mysteries,
as well as receiving Holy Communion.’"

BY YOUR HOLY
AND
IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION,
O MARY,
DELIVER US!

It seems that God wants to emphasize St. Joseph at this time because purity, the family,
fatherhood, and the Church are under such violent satanic attack. St. Joseph has the title
of "Patron of the Universal Church" and "Terror of Demons." It is beneficial for fathers,
mothers, and ESPECIALLY single mothers, to invoke his intercession. St. Theresa of Avila
had a great devotion to him and said that he never denied her requests. Elsewhere in this
newsletter are some examples of prayers to him.
For more information: www.OurLadyofAmerca.org
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Litany of St. Joseph
The litany of St. Joseph, one of only six approved by
the Church for public as well as private use, sums up
qualities that made him such an important part of the
Holy Family.
Although he does not appear much in scripture, this
“just man” (as he is called in Matthew 1:19), a humble carpenter, served our Lord and the Blessed Virgin Mary faithfully as His “foster-father” and her
“chaste guardian,” as he is called below.
In referring to St. Joseph as a “diligent protector” of
Christ, this litany brings to mind his important role in
taking Mary and the infant child Jesus to Egypt to
protect our Lord from being killed by King Herod
(Matt 3:13-16).
The Litany of St. Joseph, in referring to him as a
“patron of the dying” gives one of many examples of
his patronage. The faithful ask for his assistance for
workers, home buyers (and sellers) and, of course,
carpenters, among many others!
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, hear us.
Christ, graciously hear us.
God, the Father of Heaven, have mercy on us.
God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy on us.
God the Holy Spirit, have mercy on us.
Holy Trinity, One God, have mercy on us.
Holy Mary, pray for us (after each line)
Saint Joseph,
Renowned offspring of David,
Light of Patriarchs,
Spouse of the Mother of God,
Chaste guardian of the Virgin,
Foster-father of the Son of God,
Diligent protector of Christ,
Head of the Holy Family,
Joseph most just,
Joseph most chaste,
Joseph most prudent,
Joseph most strong,

Joseph most obedient,
Joseph most faithful,
Mirror of patience,
Lover of poverty,
Model of artisans,
Glory of home life,
Guardian of virgins,
Pillar of families,
Solace of the wretched,
Hope of the sick,
Patron of the dying,
Terror of demons,
Protector of Holy Church,
Lamb of God, who take away the sins of the world,
Spare us, O Lord.
Lamb of God, who take away the sins of the world,
Graciously hear us, O Lord.
Lamb of God, who take away the sins of the world,
Have mercy on us.
V. He made him the lord of His household:
R. And prince over all His possessions.
Let us pray.
O God, in your ineffable providence you were
pleased to choose Blessed Joseph to be the spouse
of your most holy Mother: grant, we beg you, that
we may be worthy to have him for our intercessor in
heaven whom we venerate as our Protector: You
who live and reign forever and
ever. Amen.
St. Theresa of Avila once
suggested famously that although we may have access
to many saints as intercessors for our various needs,
we should “go especially to
Joseph, for he has great
power with God.” In praying
this litany of St. Joseph we
are indeed going to the patron saint and “protector” of
the Universal Church!

KEEP OUR SICK SISTERS & BROTHERS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS
Call Helen Husky 440-232-3462 to add a member to the list.

Mary Bacon
Sue Brand
Tom Bruno
James Candeletti
Bob Dodds
Sean Doherty
Tim Doherty
Stephanie Fiata
Steve Fiata
Marty Franck
Louise Frein
Richard Frein
Herman Graziolli
Jim Green
Pat Jones
Amy Kerico
Jeff Kerico
George Landfear
Carole Liming
Dave Liming
Pauline Lubey
Baby Joseph Angelo Martyn

Joe Morici
Marilynn Murphy
Eleanor Phillips
Valerie Rutherford
Marianne Sandy
Donna Stasse
Ilha Vanyo
Christine Wagner
Gilbert Ziegler

“Remember, our suffering is brief but our
reward is eternal.”
-- St. Padre Pio

OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES OF
OUR RECENTLY DECEASED
Nancy Compolo, mother of Spiritual Brother Mark Compolo

REMINDERS
If you have not filled out an
Information Sheet, please
complete one so we can
enter you into our database.
We want to start emailing
the newsletter to members.

God bless you in a special way for the love and
concern with which you minister to all those
entrusted to your care. May your life be filled
with God’s good gifts, abundant joy and heaven’s
peace. Happy Birthday!

WEBSITE: WWW.PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG

Purchase tickets at the
Monthly 50/50 Raffle. All
proceeds go toward
expenditures for our
St. Padre Pio Prayer Group.

CONTACT US: INFO@PADREPIOCLEVELAND.COM

FACEBOOK: WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PADREPIOCLEVELAND

TWITTER: @PADREPIOCLEVEOH

