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UPCOMING
EVENTS:

Nov 13 Group Leader Presentation following
Mass at 11:30 AM,
St. Casimir Church,
8223 Sowinski Ave.,
Cleveland

Nov 27 Season of Advent
starts

Nov 30 Saint Andrew Christmas Novena starts
(see page 8 of this
newsletter)

Dec 3 Padre Pio Prayer
Group Gathering
beginning with Mass
at 8:30 AM, St.
Barnabas Church,
9451 Brandywine
Rd., Northfield
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Holy Souls in Purgatory
The Catholic Church dedicates the entire month of die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperNovember to the Holy Souls in Purgatory. During fectly purified, are indeed assured of their eternal
this entire month we pray for the souls of the faith- salvation; but after death they undergo purification,
ful departed, especially those whom we have known so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the
and loved, as well as members of our prayer group. joy of heaven” (1030). In a vision, St. Faustina deThose in purgatory die in the mercy of
scribes purgatory as a
God; however, because they still had
“great crowd of suffering
St. Gertrude’s Prayer
attachment to sin at the time of their
souls” undergoing this purideath, they must undergo the spirification.
The souls are
Eternal Father, I offer You the most
tual purification of their souls be“praying fervently (but to
precious Blood of Your Divine Son,
fore they are able to fully love God
no avail for themselves)
Jesus, in union with the Masses
with their whole heart, mind, and soul
only we can come to their
said throughout the world today,
for all eternity.
aid” (Diary, 20). We may
for all the Holy Souls in Purgatory,
wonder what exactly the
for sinners in the Universal
St. Faustina had a great love for the Holy
souls suffer as they are
Church, those in my own home,
Souls in Purgatory who yearn to be
purified of their sins. In the
and within my family.
united with God in heaven. One night,
vision of purgatory, St.
Amen.
she was visited by the soul of a fellow
Faustina asks the Holy
religious sister who had recently passed
Souls what their “greatest
This Prayer was given to
away. In her Diary, she described the
suffering” is. In one voice,
St. Gertrude and Jesus promised
poor soul as being “in a terrible condithey answer that it is their
that every time it was said,
tion … with her face painfully dis“longing for God” (Diary,
1,000 souls would be released
torted.” In response, she redoubled her
20). Jesus gave St. Faustina
from Purgatory and allowed
prayers for the Sister’s soul. The soul
an intense yearning for Him
into God’s Presence.
visited her the next night “in an even
in Holy Communion to
more horrible state,” which astonished
help her understand “what
St. Faustina. In a conversation with the soul, she the longing of the souls in purgatory” is like. On July
learned that her prayers seem not to have helped 10, 1937, she attended Holy Mass and experienced
the poor Sister. Undeterred, she kept on praying for “such intense hunger for God” that she seemed “to
the soul. Sometime later, the soul of the Sister again
be dying of the desire to become united with
visited her during the night. Her face was now [Jesus].” She explains in her Diary that only the night
“radiant, her eyes beaming with joy.” She said that before she had been fasting and offering all of her
St. Faustina “had a true love for [her] neighbor and spiritual exercises for one of the deceased sisters
that many souls had profited from [her] prayers.” (Diary, 1185-86). This great yearning of the Holy
The radiant soul informed her Souls is due to their loss of God’s presence. The
that she will not remain in greatest loss most of us experience in this life is the
purgatory much longer. Before death of a loved one. Our hearts are broken, and
the soul left, she urged her we are torn apart with grief. The Holy Souls’ great“not to cease praying for the est pain is the loss of the sight of God. They met
souls in purgatory” (Diary of Jesus at their particular judgment. Now they long to
St. Faustina, 58). Souls are in behold His face forever. They feel an inexpressible
great need of our help because love for God alone. As these souls draw closer to
they cannot help themselves. heaven, they begin to radiate the Lord’s joy. Sister
Once the soul leaves the body, Faustina perceived this reality as she prayed for
the time of merit is ended in particular souls. One time, a deceased sister who
which one can satisfy with had already appeared to her a few times, came to
penance and good works the see her again. This time, “[The Sister] was radiant
punishment due to one’s sins. As Jesus tells St. with happiness” and in heaven (Diary, 594). St. PaFaustina of this reality, “My mercy does not want dre Pio would get visits to the Holy Souls to pray
this, but justice demands it” (Diary, 20). Second, the
for them. As they would be released into heaven
Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches: “All who they would come back to say thank you.
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Christ is the Head of the Body of the Church.
This picture is of one of the stained glass windows of St. Charles Borromeo Church in Parma,
Ohio. This window reflects what we will be celebrating during this month of November.
At the beginning of the month on 1 November we celebrate All
Saints Day; the Church Triumphant. This is the day that we remember the “holy ones” of God. This day is the day to reflect upon the
canonized saints of the Church, but also on all the “holy ones” that
are in heaven that we do not know are there. We may have family
members that are a part of the Church Triumphant and will only realize this when it is our turn, hopefully, to become a part of this
multitude of the “holy ones.” Let us pray to All the Saints to help
us, as the Church Militant to become the Church Triumphant.
Right after All Saints Day we celebrate All Souls Day on 2 November. This is the day that we remember the Church Suffering. Not as
much the Church suffering physical pain, but the Church that suffers
from not being fully associated with Christ and with the Church Triumphant. The waiting for this release from Purgatory to Heaven
causes these “holy souls” to suffer from their desire for complete
union with God. Again, the Church Militant remembers and prays
for All the Souls, those of our family and those throughout time that
the Church Militant may have forgotten who they are, but the
Church Triumphant knows and prays for too.

REFLECTIONS FROM OUR
S P I R I T UA L D I R E C TO R

On 20 November we celebrate the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
[Christ the King]. This is the day that the Church Triumphant, Suffering and Militant remembers Christ the Head of the Church as her Universal King. As the stained glass window
shows, Christ is in the center surrounded by the entire Church members. How blessed we are
to have Christ as our King.
I need to mention something on a personal matter. I received a letter from Bishop Lennon
dated Monday, 24 October 2016 on Tuesday, 25 October 2016. The first paragraph states:
After proper consultation and with the recommendation of the Clergy Personnel Board, I
hereby transfer you from Parochial Vicar of St. Charles Borromeo Parish in Parma, and
appoint you Parochial Vicar of St. Mary Parish in Chardon where The Reverend Daniel P.
Redmond is Pastor. This four year assignment becomes effective 1 January 2017 when you
are asked to report for duty to the St. Mary Parish Rectory.

I am moving again. With this transfer, I need to reflect not just on this new assignment but
also if it is now time to make a change in my ministry to the St. Padre Pio Prayer Group. For
almost four years I have been your spiritual director. This move and change in my life may be
the time to make another change. I will make my decision and announce it in the December
2016 newsletter if I plan to remain as your spiritual director or if it is now time for someone
else to step forward. Also, I will share with you my pilgrimage to Fatima, Avila and Lourdes
when I see you at our November and December meetings. Also again, thank you for all who
came to St. Charles Borromeo Parish for our presentation of the St. Luke Production of
THERESE: The Story of a Soul. I hope you enjoyed it and were spiritually moved by this
production.
All you Holy Men and Women, Pray for Us!
FR.

EDWARD

J.

JANOCH,

SPIRITUAL

DIRECTOR
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The Nine Stages of Spiritual Growth
At the October meeting, the idea of surrendering our hearts totally to Jesus was talked about. Some may be ready to surrender; others may be at the stage of only being able to pray for the grace to want to surrender. The article today discusses the
stages of spiritual growth so that we can identify where we are in our spiritual life. It is taken from the book, The Soul of the
Apostolate, by Dom Jean-Baptiste Chautard.
STAGE

MORTAL SIN

(1)
Hardened By Sin

Stubborn persistence in sin,
out of ignorance or because
of a maliciously warped
conscience.

(2)
Surface Christianity

Considered as a trifling evil,
easily forgiven. The person
easily gives way and commits mortal sin at most
occasions or temptations.
Confession, if practiced at
all, is almost without contrition. Examples would be
pornography, contraception,
missing Mass frequently.
Weak resistance. They
hardly ever avoid occasions
of sin, but seriously regret
having sinned, and make a
good confession.

(3)
Mediocre Piety

(4)
Intermittent Piety

(5)
Sustained Piety

(6)
Fervor

Resistance. They habitually
avoid the occasions of mortal sin, have deep regrets
when it happens, and do
penance to make reparation.
Never, or at most very
rare, followed by ardent
contrition.

VENIAL SIN

IMPERFECTIONS

PRAYER
Deliberate refusal to have
any recourse to God. In
our secular society, more
and more people are falling
into this pit.
Mechanical, either inattentive or always dictated by
temporal interest. Such
people rarely think much
about their spiritual life.

Complete acceptance of this
sin which is considered as
insignificant, hence there is
lukewarmness in the will.
They do nothing to prevent
venial sin or to eliminate it.
Examples would be gossip,
arguing often with one’s
spouse.
Sometimes deliberate. They
put up a weak fight and
sorrow is only superficial.
They may examine their
conscience but not too
ardently.

From time to time, they
pray well with momentary
bursts of fervor.

They are vigilant in avoiding
it and fighting it, have keen
sorrow when it occurs, but
don’t do too much in the
way of reparation. They
examine their conscience
but aim only at avoiding sin.

They avoid uncovering them
so as not to have to fight
them or they easily excuse
them. They would like to
avoid them perhaps, but
make little effort in that
direction. They go to confession but not frequently.

Never deliberate, by surprise, sometimes or without
full consent. They keenly
regret it and make serious
reparation.

They want nothing to do
with them. They sometimes give in but regret it at
once. They examine their
conscience regularly.

They are not too firmly
resolved to remain faithful
to prayer and give it up as
soon as dryness is felt or as
soon as there is business to
attend to. Many churchgoers fall into this category.
They are always faithful to
prayer no matter what
happens, and often their
prayer is heartfelt. These
people are the ones who
would consider surrendering their hearts to Jesus.
Many of our Padre Pio
Prayer Group members
could be in this category.
Prayer is gladly prolonged,
and often is on the affective
or heart level. They can
alternate between powerful
consolations and fierce
trials since Satan tries to
impede their progress.
They go to confession
monthly. These people
would likely want to become children of Padre Pio
and/or join a Third Order
in order to get a structure
for their spiritual life.
(Continued on page 7)
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All About Advent
The word 'Advent' is from the Latin 'Adventus,' which
means 'coming.' Advent is the beginning of a new liturgical year (in the Western churches), and encompasses
the span of time from the fourth Sunday before Christmas, until the Nativity of Our Lord is celebrated. The
first Sunday of Advent is the Sunday nearest the feast of
St. Andrew the Apostle (which is November 30th), and
so it will always fall somewhere between November
27th at the earliest and December 3rd at the latest. The
liturgical color for this season is purple (Usually a deep
purple as opposed to the lighter, red-violet shade of
purple associated with Lent).

A collection of homilies from Pope St. Gregory the
Great (whose papacy was from 590-604) included a
sermon for the second Sunday of Advent, and by 650
Spain was celebrating the Sundays (five at the time) of
Advent. So it seems the liturgical season was established
around the latter part of the 6th century and first half of
the 7th century. For the next couple of centuries, Advent was celebrated for five Sundays; Pope Gregory VII,
who was pope from 1073-85, reduced the number to
four Sundays.

Like Lent, Advent is a preparatory season. It has significance because it is a season of looking forward and
waiting for something greater; both for the annual celebration of the event of Christ's birth, and for the time
when Christ will come again.
As noted in the New Catholic Encyclopedia, during Advent, the faithful are asked:
•

to prepare themselves worthily to celebrate the anniversary of the Lord's coming into the world as the incarnate
God of love,

• thus to make their souls fitting abodes for the Redeemer
coming in Holy Communion and through grace, and
• thereby to make themselves ready for His final coming
as judge, at death and at the end of the world.
The exact time when the season of Advent came to be
celebrated is not precisely known. Of course, it was not
in practice before the celebration of the Nativity and
Christmastide began; the earliest evidence shows that
the feast of the Nativity of Our Lord was established
within the later part of the 4th century. There are homilies from the 5th century that discuss preparation in a
general sense, but do not indicate an official liturgical
season. A Synod held in 590 established that Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays from November 11th until the
Nativity would be offered according to the Lenten rite.
This and other traditions, such as fasting, show that the
period of time now established as the Advent season
was more penitential (similar to Lent) than the liturgical
season as we know it today.

The Beautiful Symbolism of the Advent Wreath
SHAPE: The circular shape of the wreath, without beginning or end, symbolizes God’s complete and unending love for us—a love that sent his Son into the world
to redeem us from the curse of sin. It also represents
eternal life which becomes ours through faith in Jesus
Christ.
NUMBER: The Advent Wreath traditionally holds four
candles which are lit, one at a time, on each of the four
Sundays of the Advent season. Each candle represents
1,000 years. Added together, the four candles symbolize the 4,000 years that humanity waited for the world’s
Savior—from Adam and Eve to Jesus, whose birth was
foretold in the Old Testament. Some Advent wreath
traditions also include a fifth white “Christ” candle,
symbolizing purity, that is lit on Christmas Eve or
Christmas day. Many circular wreaths can incorporate
a white candle by adding a pillar candle to the wreath
center.
•

The 1st Sunday of Advent symbolizes Hope with
(Continued on page 6)
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Prayer for Priests
In our faithful prayer for priests, we pray in this month of November
this prayer written by +John Joseph Cardinal Carberry (d.1998),
Archbishop of St. Louis 1968-1979.

John Joseph Cardinal Carberry

Be his
comfort,
be his joy,
be his
strength

O Jesus, our great High Priest,
Hear my humble prayers on behalf of your priest,
Father [N].
Give him a deep faith
a bright and firm hope
and a burning love
which will ever increase
in the course of his priestly life.
In his loneliness, comfort him
In his sorrows, strengthen him
In his frustrations, point out to him
that it is through suffering that the soul is purified,
and show him that he is needed by the Church,
he is needed by souls,
he is needed for the work of redemption.
O loving Mother Mary, Mother of Priests,
take to your heart your son who is close to you
because of his priestly ordination,
and because of the power which he has received
to carry on the work of Christ
in a world which needs him so much.
Be his comfort, be his joy, be his strength,
and especially help him
to live and to defend the ideals
of consecrated celibacy.
Amen.

(Continued from page 5)

•
•
•

the “Prophet’s Candle” reminding us that Jesus is coming.
The 2nd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Faith with the “Bethlehem Candle” reminding us of Mary and Joseph’s
journey to Bethlehem.
The 3rd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Joy with the “Shepherd’s Candle” reminding us of the Joy the world experienced at the coming birth of Jesus.
The 4th Sunday of Advent symbolizes Peace with the “Angel’s Candle” reminding us of the message of the angels: “Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward Men.”

ADVENT STARTS ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27
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(Continued from page 3)

STAGE

IMPERFECTIONS

PRAYER

(7)
Relative Perfection

MORTAL SIN

VENIAL SIN

They guard against them
energetically and with much
love, and they only happen
with half-advertence.

(8)
Heroic Perfection

Nothing but the first impulse.

(9)
Complete Sanctity

Hardly apparent.

They have a habitual life of
prayer, even when occupied
in external works. They
have a thirst for selfrenunciation, detachment,
and divine love. They hunger for the Eucharist and
heaven. They can experience deep intimacy with
God. These people have
surrendered themselves
totally to Jesus.
They can have supernatural
phenomena. They have
detachment from self to the
point of complete selfforgetfulness and prefer
suffering to joys. They need
a Spiritual Director.
Usually transforming union,
spiritual marriage. They
have a thirst for sufferings
and humiliations in imitation
of Jesus. The saints experienced this stage. Actually,
we are all called to this
stage, but few are willing
because of the sacrifice
necessary and the lack of
spiritual direction.

Don’t be discouraged if you are in one of the lower stages. Many of the saints, like Francis of Assisi, Ignatius of Loyola, and
Mary Magdalene, started off in stage one!!! The important thing is to thank God for the graces he has given you to bring you
to whatever stage you are in and DECIDE to grow through regular prayer and regular confession. Pray for the grace to surrender to Jesus, either totally or little-by-little if necessary. An example of little-by-little could be to decide to pray fifteen minutes
every day, or give up a fault like gossip, bad language, etc. We don’t have to be without faults to surrender to Jesus. We can
actually do it at any stage. By surrendering, we get the graces to overcome our faults and grow. With God’s help, we can get
to the higher stages. Put no limits on God. “All things are possible with God.”

Take, O Lord, and receive my
entire liberty, my memory, my
understanding and my whole will.
All that I am and all that I possess
You have given me: I surrender it
all to You to be disposed of
according to Your will. Give me
only Your love and Your grace;
with these I will be rich enough,
and will desire nothing more.
—St. Ignatius of Loyola
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KEEP OUR SICK SISTERS & BROTHERS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS
Call Helen Husky 440-232-3462 to add a member to the list.
James Angellella
Bradley Asters
Mary Bacon
Miquel Baez
Fr. Dan Begin
Sharon Brickman
Terri Briggs
Tom Bruno
Ken Buttermark
Bernie Cermak
Rose Dinato
Bob Dodds
Sean Doherty
Tim Doherty
Nadia Dorenkott
Theodore Douglas
George Ducic
Tom Dye
Stephanie Fiata
Steve Fiata
Marty Franck
Louise Frein
Richard Frein
John Genuard
Chuck Gerwee
Herman Graziolli
Jim Green

Deacon Joe Izzo
Chuck Jones
Mary Carol Jones
Pat Jones
Paul Kazmierczak
Amy Kerico
Jeff Kerico
John Korosec
Al Kovar
Irene Kovar
Joanne Kowalski
Barbara Krawiec
Kenneth Leipold
Carole Liming
Dave Liming
Pauline Lubey
Colleen Maher
Joseph Angelo Martyn
Evelyn McCarthy
Carol McCullough
Jen Minniti
Parker Monhollan
Joe Morici
Peter Morici
Marilynn Murphy
Jo-Ann Paciotti
Bill Papes

Eleanor Phillips
Andrew Rice
Robin Richards
Valerie Rutherford
Marianne Sandy
Steve Sandy
Phyllis Schilling
Amanda Schramm
George Schuck
Judy Semple
Lorraine Seriano
Reese Sezny
Roberta Sloan
Linia Staab
Rita Szerpicki
Shawn Terrill
Lee Tran
Norma Vaccarina
Christine Wagner
Danica Waverly

Aurea Weaver
Ron Weaver
Tom Whalen
Howard Widmann
Gilbert Ziegler
Marilyn Zolata

Brooklyn
Doug
Hanna
Nathan
Special Intention

OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES OF
OUR RECENTLY DECEASED

† Max Smith, father of spiritual daughter Sue Hofstetter †

FOR ALL THE INTENTIONS IN OUR ONLINE PRAYER BASKET, LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER.
BEST WISHES to our Spiritual Children celebrating birthdays and special occasions in the month of November!

The St. Andrew Christmas Novena, or more simply,
The Christmas Novena, is a wonderful way to enter
into the Advent season that is marked by a time
of anticipation, penance, and prayer. While the
origins of this prayer are unknown, it is over 100
years old at least and may have come from Ireland. If the St. Andrew novena was prayed as a
traditional nine-day novena, it would end on the
Feast of the Immaculate Conception on December 8th. However, this novena prayer is actually
traditionally prayed much longer than nine days—
it is prayed through all four weeks of Advent.
It is piously believed that whoever recites the St.
Andrew Christmas Novena prayer FIFTEEN
times each day from the feast of St. Andrew (30th
November) until Christmas Eve will obtain the
favor requested.

WEBSITE: WWW.PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG

CONTACT US: INFO@PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG

FACEBOOK: WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PADREPIOCLEVELAND

TWITTER: @PADREPIOCLEVEOH

