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Spiritual Director:
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MISSION &
VISION:
To carry out the
works, words and
devotion of St. Padre Pio through
prayer and charitable works where we
can touch lives and
change souls.
Our vision is to create more Spiritual
Children and lead
souls to heaven.
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And in that region there were shepherds
in the field, keeping watch over their
flock by night. An angel of the Lord
shone around them…. And the angel said
to them, “Be not afraid: for behold, I
bring you great news of joy…for to you is
born this day in the City of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this shall
be a sign for you: you will find a babe
wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in
a manger.” And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host, praising God and saying, “Glory to
God in the Highest, and on Earth peace
among men with whom he is pleased.”
(Luke 2:8-14)

Dec 5 Group Leader Presentation at 7:00 PM,
S S Cosmas &
Damian Church,
10419 Ravenna Road,
Twinsburg

Jan 7 Padre Pio Prayer
Group Gathering
beginning with Mass
at 8:30 AM, St.
Barnabas Church,
9451 Brandywine
Rd., Northfield
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The Poor Shepherds

UPCOMING
EVENTS:

Check the online
Community Bulletin
Board on our
website to view
upcoming events
in the area

V O L U M E

Can you imagine the poor shepherds? Poor!
They were given the richest gift from heaven.
Shepherds have a bad rap. They were frequently shunned because they were smelly,
dirty and uneducated.
St. Padre Pio as a young boy was a shepherd.
He was always sick, so he was assigned to
tending the family sheep in Pietrelcina, while
his strong siblings worked the farm. He would

spend all day praying to the Lord and Blessed
Mother. Many apparitions happened daily including his guardian angel.
Christ said “I am the Lamb of God.” No wonder God chose the shepherds to hear the good
news proclaimed. They were the first to see
the treasure that was given to the world. It
changed everything and changes everyone; it
proclaims our union and our new hope. This
sign, a baby from God, is God’s sign of simplicity and He makes Him small for us. This is
how He reigns. He did not come with power
and outward splendor. He comes as a baby -defenseless and in need of our help. He does
not want to overwhelm us with His strength.
He takes away our fear of His greatness. God
made Himself small so that we could understand, welcome and love Him.
We are all called to be Shepherds for Christ.
We are called to be servants under shepherds
in the body of Christ and we must take that
responsibility seriously in our own pastures
(home, family, friends, work place and organizations). We need to be feeding our lambs and
sheep (sharing the Gospel -- The Good News),
bringing them to good pasture lands (back to
the church) and giving them water to drink
(the Holy Spirit), grooming and clipping them
and keeping them clean (confession), delivering
new lambs (pro-life), leading them and teaching
them to stay together (Mass), going off after
the wandering lost one (our fallen loved ones),
and protecting the sheep in the field and in the
fold (surrendering our life to Jesus).
As the shepherds sang, we should sing during
the exposition of the Holy Eucharist:
“Oh come let us adore Him. Oh come let
us adore Him. Oh come let us adore Him.
Christ the Lord.” Amen.

Have a Blessed Merry Christmas and a Happy Holy New Year!
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I want to give you a reflection that I have had for some time which can help us to reflect on
the Birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
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A Christmas Reflection
This day I invite you to visit the Holy Family. Move slowly. Let each meaningful event of the visit
reach the deepest part of your soul. Breathe deeply. Slowly go from where you are now to the temporarily, but cozy home of the Holy Family—the manger scene.
In wonderment, you enter this holy place.
Emmanuel . . . Emmanuel . . .
Radiant Mary comes to welcome you with a tender kiss and hug.
The light of Christ shines in her face. Beaming Joseph strongly
shakes your hand and gives you a happy embrace. After talking a
bit, Joseph shows you to a comfortable place . . .
You sit down and immediately reach out your arms as Mary, in
her happiness, gives you the soft bundle of blankets covering the
Prince of Peace . . .
From her humanity she gave Him, His humanity . . .
Mary and Joseph quietly leave you awhile to attend to some chores . . .
You sit there a minute in awe . . .
You—are holding—the SON OF GOD . . .
You bring Him closer to you . . .
Your whole body relaxes . . .

REFLECTIONS FROM OUR
S P I R I T UA L D I R E C TO R

Your heart beats slower as the meaning of Christmas warms your soul . . .
Joy fills you as Baby Jesus wakes and smiles up to you . . .
He smiles again—right at you—you smile back . . .
Your God’s love surrounds you . . .
For a while the whole world is far away as you rest in His love . . .
You hold Him very close to your heart—He holds you in the palm of His hand—never to let each
other go . . .
Strength—a strength that is quiet and gentle covers you . . .
AN ETERNITY PASSES
Slowly your rise—walk over to Mary, God’s Mother, and lay Jesus gently in her arms . . .
Your eyes meet for a second time and the joys and sorrows of many years to come quickly flash by . .
Then she smiles the smile of faith . . .
Thankfulness and love pour from your heart . . .
You gently kiss Mary and her Son Jesus . . .
You embrace Joseph . . .
You pause a minute . . .
Then leave in beautiful peace—letting them live for ever and ever in your soul.

I stated in last month’s reflection that I am being transferred to St. Mary Church in Chardon,
Ohio. I have prayed about this move and to date, God has not revealed to me that I need to
(Continued on page 3)
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Giving Our Hearts Totally to Jesus
(This is a summary of the talk at the November meeting.)
*Jesus says, “Unless you deny your very self, you will not discover who you are.” Denial here is in the positive sense:
death to self is in exchange for total life in Christ.
*Example of popular 18 year old country singer who was
homeless and taken in by a Christian couple, a tenderhearted wife and strict military-type husband who demanded
discipline from him. The boy was afraid of him at first but
learned that discipline was very necessary for him. “God
chastises the one He loves.” Trust God even though you
have suffered and he seems too strict with you.
*God is attracted to you romantically. The Christian life is a
romance. Jesus is the bridegroom, you are the bride. Jesus
became sin on the cross, but the Holy Spirit
loved Him affectionately. Even with our sins,
God loves us and sees Jesus and us together.
In the natural, this is hard to believe, but believe it because it is in God’s word. Start
thinking that Jesus is madly in love with you,
and your life will change. In the Bible read the
Song of Songs and John14-17.
*God is attracted to you as a grandchild is
attracted to his beloved grandparents and vice
- versa, even though none of them are perfect.
*Example of the woman who had been away from the church
for years, thinking God didn’t like her. She started to believe
this and now is a very active Catholic. God loved her all
those years even though she couldn’t believe it. Believe in
God’s personal love for you.
*Don’t be a perfectionist! “The just person falls seven times a

day.” Think of an example of a recovering alcoholic still dealing with his obsessive-compulsive personality, feeling so bad
about his reoccurring sins of weakness. Then the priest told
him, ”It is true you have sinned, but rejoice that you have
been sober for two years”. The man took heart and rejoiced. “The kingdom of God is like a mustard seed.” It takes
time for the virtue to build upon our total surrender to Jesus.
Build upon our total surrender to Jesus. All discouragement
is not from God.
*Example of the Saint in Rome who was mentally ill during his
life and died mentally ill. His mind was damaged but his heart
was totally with Jesus. “People look at appearances, but don’t
see the heart.”
*If you cannot surrender your heart to
Jesus now, pray for the desire to desire
it. Jesus will eventually answer your
humble prayer. Refer to the publican in
the back of the temple who simply
begged for mercy. “A broken, humble
heart, the Lord will not scorn. Who is
the one I approve; the lowly one who
trembles at My Word.”
*Jesus’ words to St. Faustina, “The
greater one’s sins or misery, the
greater that person’s right to My Mercy.” God’s love defies
logic.
*When we surrender totally, eventually this will lead to the
elimination of deep-seated faults, the development of virtues,
and behold, we will really love ourselves. “Love your
neighbor as you love yourself.”

(Continued from page 2)

make a change with the St. Padre Pio Prayer Group. So
as of now, I will remain as your Spiritual Director.
However, if my new assignment begins to reveal that a
change is needed, I will make this change. With this
being said, I have to miss our January 2017 meeting. I
will be in Columbus, Ohio, performing my duties as the
Ohio State Council Chaplain for the Knights of Columbus at their semi-annual meeting being held the first
weekend in January. I will miss you, but let us prepare
to celebrate our Fourth Anniversary in February 2017.
My new contact information is:

Fr. Edward J. Janoch
St. Mary Church
401 North Street
Chardon, Ohio 44024
(440) 285-7051
ejj5200@yahoo.com

Have a Blessed
Christmas and a
Holy New Year.
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Travel with

Cindy Russo and the Padre Pio Prayer Group of Cleveland
September 66-15, 2017
Cost: $3,800.00 (Airfare included from anywhere in the U.S.)
Visit www.padrepiocleveland.org for more information.

5

PAGE

6

Prayer for Priests
In this time of year when we give a gift to those we love, care about and
appreciate, we can give a spiritual gift each day to the Lord for our
priests and seminarians.

MORNING OFFERING FOR PRIESTS
Divine Savior Jesus Christ, Who has entrusted the whole work of Your redemption and the welfare and salvation of the world, to priests as Your representatives, I offer You, through the hands of Your most holy Mother, all the prayers,
works, sacrifices, joys, and sorrows of this day for the sanctification of Your
priests.
Give us truly holy priests who seek nothing but Your greater glory and the salvation of our
souls. Bless their words and prayers at the altar, in the confessional, in the pulpit, in all
their work for the young, the sick, and the aged.

Bless their
words and
prayers

O Mary, Mother of the High Priest, protect all priests from dangers to their holy vocation.
Obtain for me a true spirit of faith and humble obedience, so that I may see the priest as a
representative of God and willingly follow him in the Way, the Truth, and the Life of
Christ. Amen.

— taken from "Prayers for Today," published by Leaflet Missal Co.

"Apparition Hill", a movie
about Medjugorje
through the eyes of seven
pilgrims, will be shown at
Cinemark-Valley View on
Thu 12/8 7PM, Sun 12/11
2PM, or Sun 12/11
4:30PM. Tickets will be
available at the December
meeting.

Congratulations to Padre Pio Spiritual Children
Danielle Slarb and Charles Phillips who will be
married on Saturday, December 10, 2016 at
1:30pm using St. Pio’s Chalice.
All are invited to the ceremony.
St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception Catholic
Church, 515 Beall Ave, Wooster, OH 44691

BEST WISHES to our Spiritual Children celebrating birthdays
and special occasions in the month of December!

May God Bless You and
May You Live a Holy Happily Ever After!
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Recommended Confessors
Advent, as well as being a season of great joy and celebration, is also a penitential season to respond to the invitation of St John the Baptist, “Repent and believe the Gospel.”
Some people are hesitant to go to confession. Others would like to find a regular confessor to assist them in their
spiritual growth. In light of this, we are assembling a list of recommended confessors who are spiritually grounded,
understanding, and willing to give penitents custom counsel within the context of the Sacrament of Penance during
regular scheduled times. Hopefully this list grows as times goes on. The list is composed of the priest, the parish,
and the hours of confession.
Fr. Thomas Haren
St. Monica Church
13623 Rockside Rd.
Garfield Hts.
Sat. 3-3:45 pm
Fr. William Brown
St. Augustine Church
204 6th Street
Barberton
Sat. 3-3:30 pm or until 4 pm
Fr. Kevin Shemuga
Our Lady of Guadalupe
9080 Shepard
Macedonia
Mon. 5:30-6:30 pm

Abbot Clement Zeleznik
Loyola Retreat House
700 Killinger Rd.
Clinton
By appointment only (330-896-2315) or
St. Andrew Abbey
10510 Buckeye Rd.
Cleveland
Thursday afternoons by appointment

Fr. Patrick Schultz
Communion of Saints
2175 Coventry Rd.
Cleveland Hts.
Sat 3-3:30 pm
Fr. Mathew Glaros
Chaplain, University Hospital
Cleveland
By appointment (216-372-5803)

Fr. Kevin Elbert
St. Luke Church
1212 Bunts Rd.
Lakewood
Sat. 3-4 pm

Adopt-A-Seminarian
“Adopt-A-Seminarian" is a program designed to encourage and support the young men who are dedicated
to fulfilling their call to the Holy Priesthood. We invite the Spiritual Children of our Padre Pio Prayer Group of
Cleveland to unite in prayer for an increase of vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life. Our own
Nick Grismer has entered his first year of study. The young men studying, and the teaching priests of our diocese, are very generous with their time and talents at Borromeo and St. Mary Seminary. These compassionate men have said “yes” to the many challenges of bringing hope to a broken world where so many souls
long to return to our Lord. Please choose a seminarian to spiritually adopt and pray for daily. Offer your
masses for him. Send cards, notes of encouragement, holy cards, books, newsletters, etc. This is an opportunity to become a spiritual friend for a future priest. This program has been approved and welcomed by Rector Rev. Mark Latcovich. You may adopt a seminarian at our December meeting.

KEEP OUR SICK SISTERS & BROTHERS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS
Call Helen Husky 440-232-3462 to add a member to the list.
James Angellella
Bradley Asters
Mary Bacon
Miquel Baez
Fr. Dan Begin
Sharon Brickman
Terri Briggs
Tom Bruno
Ken Buttermark
Bernie Cermak
Rose Dinato
Bob Dodds
Sean Doherty
Tim Doherty
Nadia Dorenkott
Theodore Douglas
George Ducic
Tom Dye
Stephanie Fiata
Steve Fiata
Marty Franck
Louise Frein
Richard Frein
John Genuard
Chuck Gerwee
Herman Graziolli
Jim Green

Deacon Joe Izzo
Chuck Jones
Mary Carol Jones
Pat Jones
Paul Kazmierczak
Amy Kerico
Jeff Kerico
John Korosec
Al Kovar
Irene Kovar
Joanne Kowalski
Barbara Krawiec
Kenneth Leipold
Carole Liming
Dave Liming
Pauline Lubey
Colleen Maher
Joseph Angelo Martyn
Evelyn McCarthy
Carol McCullough
Jen Minniti
Parker Monhollan
Joe Morici
Peter Morici
Marilynn Murphy
Jo-Ann Paciotti
Bill Papes

Eleanor Phillips
Andrew Rice
Robin Richards
Valerie Rutherford
Marianne Sandy
Steve Sandy
Phyllis Schilling
Amanda Schramm
George Schuck
Judy Semple
Lorraine Seriano
Reese Sezny
Roberta Sloan
Linia Staab
Rita Szerpicki
Shawn Terrill
Lee Tran
Norma Vaccarina
Ilah Vanyo
Christine Wagner

Danica Waverly
Aurea Weaver
Ron Weaver
Tom Whalen
Howard Widmann
Gilbert Ziegler
Marilyn Zolata

Brooklyn
Doug
Hanna
Nathan
Special Intention

We will start
a new Sick
List in January
2017.
Contact
Helen Husky
if you need
to place
someone on
the list.

OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES OF
OUR RECENTLY DECEASED

† Pray for All Souls in Purgatory †

FOR ALL THE INTENTIONS IN OUR ONLINE PRAYER BASKET, LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Padre Pio gifts will be for sale at the
Padre Pio Prayer Group meeting.
The cost is $10 for a mug and $20
for a shirt. Cash or check only.

WEBSITE: WWW.PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG

CONTACT US: INFO@PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG

FACEBOOK: WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PADREPIOCLEVELAND

TWITTER: @PADREPIOCLEVEOH

