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The Padre Pio Prayer group was established in
1969 (one year after Padre Pio’s death) by Sr.
Jeanne Marie Glorioso, H.M. at Our Lady of
Lourdes Shrine in Euclid, Ohio. The prayer
group has been hosted in various parishes in
the Diocese of Cleveland. That means that by
the grace of God and the intercession of Padre
Pio, we have been in existence for 48 years!
This month we celebrate the fourth anniversary of our prayer group at St. Barnabas
Church.
Padre Pio promised his spiritual children
(which he called disciples), that he would guide
them all their lives and see that they found
salvation. He advised them in living in faith, and
living in love. Here is some advice from our
beloved Padre Pio to his spiritual children.
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Happy Fourth Anniversary!
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but credit everything to God, and give him glory
and honor.
Remember good works only come through
Christ. Good works taught by Padre Pio are produced only in union with Christ.
Remember the devil is real, bent on destroying
you, but do not fear him. Padre Pio believed that
the number of devils active in the world was
greater than that of all human beings who lived
since Adam.
Always pray to God and say, in every circumstance, “Thy will be done”. Recognize and adore
God’s will in everything.
Love the cross. Padre Pio consistently taught that
suffering is a special sign of God’s love. “Without
love for the cross, we cannot make much profit in
the Christian life.”
Offer every action up to God. Padre Pio urged his
disciples to offer everything they did to Christ,
especially all your sufferings as sacrifice.
Never worry. Anxieties are a waste of time. The
devil uses worry to contaminate our good works
because of lack of confidence in God’s goodness.
Worry dries up Christian piety and makes it sterile.
Aspire to the heavenly prize. Aspire to eternity in
heaven and fervently despise the comforts and
affairs of this world. Heaven is total continuous
joy. We will constantly be thanking and praising
God.
Rejoice in the Lord. Serve the Lord with laughter.

• Put all your trust in Christ as your personal Savior. Padre Pio often counseled his disciples to
abandon themselves to Jesus “like a child to his
mother’s arms.” He urged them to pray to Jesus.
• Know that you have no righteousness of your
own. No one can worthily love God. Never be
pleased with yourself. Do not complain about
offenses perpetrated against you. Forgive everyone with Christian charity. Always groan like a
poor wretch before your God. Never marvel at
your weakness, but recognize yourself for what
you are. Never exult in any way in any virtues,

Dear Padre Pio, we thank you for being our Spiritual Father and for bringing us
to this anniversary. You have brought us closer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and
the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Give us wisdom, as we face the forthcoming
year and grant us to grow in love, holiness and unity with one another. We ask
you for your continuous guidance and protection. Amen.

Blessed are you, Lord, God of mercy,
who through your Son gave us a marvelous example of charity
and the great commandment of love for our neighbor.
Send down your blessings on our St. Padre Pio Prayer Group
as we celebrate our fourth anniversary,
who have so generously devoted ourselves to helping others.
When we are called on in times of need,
let us faithfully serve you in our neighbor.
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We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Saturday, 2 February 2013, at the 8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Barnabas Church, in Northfield, Ohio,
our St. Padre Pio Prayer Group entered into a new chapter in the life of our group. Four
years ago I wrote:
“February 2nd is the Presentation of the Lord. We know that this Feast is about the
baby Jesus being presented in the Temple, on the eight day after his birth, for his
circumcision. Simeon and Anna both recognized the presence of the Messiah, the
Christ, and proclaim in thanksgiving that they have seen the fulfillment of God’s
promise to save them, their people, and the world. ‘Change is in the air’ and a
‘new story must begin.’”

Only God knew what this “new story” would be. I also mentioned in that first Spiritual Director’s Reflection that: “These changes to the St. Padre Pio Prayer Group are going to make our
faith in God grow stronger, and with God, a time of goodness, growth, and new life.” We did rely
on Faith, like Simeon and Anna, to enter into this new chapter and because of our faithfulness, our group has grown beyond
anyone’s dreams. It is true, with God
all things are possible. If left up to us
alone, we would have fallen and been
forgotten. I remember that the day
was not the best weather day, and yet
a wonderful turn-out of people came
to this first meeting. Cindy received
many emails and phone calls mentioning how wonderful the Mass, the
prayers and the meeting went. Truly
the Holy Spirit was with us that day
and continues to be with us now. We
know that the Holy Spirit is with us
because our group has grown. We
have people who come from our Diocese but also from the Youngstown
Diocese and the Toledo Diocese. We
Mosaic in Honor of the St. Padre Pio Prayer Groups, San Giovanni Rotondo
have had plenty of guest speakers who have helped
Photographer: Fr. Edward J. Janoch ©2014
us and will continue to help us to be the holy and
faithful people God has meant us to be, in union with His Son, by the power of the Holy
Spirit. There have been pilgrimages near and far. We have visited the shrine of the World
Apostolate of our Lady of Fatima, in Washington, New Jersey; the St. Padre Pio Shrine, in
Barto, Pennsylvania; the Shrine of our Lady of Consolation, in Belleville, Ohio; the shrine of
(Continued on page 7)
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A Childlike Approach to Lent
Lent is that season when we stare directly at our own mortality. We make small sacrifices of our own to recall the incomparable sacrifice Christ made for us. Jesus unmasked death
and exposed it for what it really is on the first Good Friday.
Think about if only the disciples could have seen what was
coming. But to them the hour was too dark. They were in so
much fear, despair and sorrow. We, just as the disciples, have
moments in our life that take us to the same place where the
disciples were.
Lent’s purpose has always been the
same: self-examination and penitence,
demonstrated by self-denial, in preparation for Easter. Lent can be viewed as
a spiritual spring cleaning: a time for
taking spiritual inventory and then
cleaning out everything which keep us
from a relationship with Christ.
So what is LENT? After Jesus’ baptism,
“Jesus was sent into the wilderness by
the Spirit. Where He fasted and prayed
for 40 days.” (Matthew 4:1-11). During
His time there, He was tempted by Satan and found clarity and strength to
resist temptation. Afterwards, He was
ready to begin his ministry.
Like Jesus, we may need to take some serious time to pray
and listen for God. Maybe you need some time with God to
sort through the major changes happening in your life.
Maybe you need to get away from some familiar routine in
order to see God and yourself more clearly. Perhaps you
want some intentional time with God as you search for direction and answers. Are you searching for something more?
Tired of running in circles, but not really living life with direction, purpose or passion? It's pretty easy to get caught up in
the drama of relationships, family, and work. Our lives are
filled with distractions that take us away from living a life
with Christ. We try to fill the emptiness and anger inside us
with mindless TV, meaningless chatter, stimulants, alcohol,
too many activities or other irrelevant stuff. We run away
from life and from God.
Lent is a great time to “repent” -- to return to God and refocus our lives to be more in line with Jesus. It’s a 40 day trial
run in changing your lifestyle and really letting God change
your heart. You might try fasting for Lent, which can be more
than just cutting down on food. You can fast by cutting out
some of the things in your life that distract you from God.

What clutters your calendar and life? How can you simplify
your life? Use that extra time to pray instead. Give up some
activity, like worry or reality TV, to spend time outside enjoying God’s creation. What do you need to let go of or “fast”
from in order to focus on God? We should strive for a pure
heart through the pursuit of obedience, faith, love, and
peace. Jesus tells us to enter His kingdom we must become
like children. So often, the afflictions and actions that have
become synonymous with “adulthood”
keep us in our sins and out of the kingdom: stress, conflicts, jealousy, manipulation, deception, impurity, fear,
insecurity, worry, bitterness, anger and
rage. These things leave us discouraged, depressed and defeated. They
stamp out our dreams and God’s design for us.
We can learn from the children in our
midst how to foster our “inner child.”
We can grow to simply love one another, quickly forgiving others in the
same way that a child rebounds. We
can begin to approach the ups and
downs in life with a rejuvenating joy
sustained by our Father in heaven. We
can confess our sins to the One who is
full of grace and truth, and release the
fear and anger. We can encourage others in their own development. Through these actions, God’s kingdom becomes
alive on earth, our imaginations are invited to thrive, and our
prayer life becomes much more intimate! God calls us to be
childlike, combating the world’s darkness with simple, innocent and joyful rejuvenation and healing. Committing ourselves daily to being youthful will bring about positive change
and displaying Christ-like love in everything that we do.
The best way to grow spiritually is to not limit our preparation to the Lenten season, but to pursue these things daily
throughout the rest of our time here on earth. Then we will
become
joyful
ch ildren
Dear God, give us the stamina
as
we
to fast these 40 days. Help us
begin to
see God’s
to remember we are all your
Kingdom
children and to always act like
become
alive on
a child of God! Amen.
earth.
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Do You Believe God Loves You?
Not only do you believe when things are going well, but
do you believe when things are not going well? Filled
with God’s love, we can endure pain, crush
fear, forgive freely, avoid arguments, renew strength and help others. But do you
really believe it?
What is it about true love that touches
every heart? Why does the simple phrase
“I love you” evoke such universal joy? We
can come up with various reasons, but the
real reason is that every person who is
born is a son or daughter of God. Since all
love starts from God, we are born with the
capacity and the desire to love and to be
loved. One of the strongest connections
we have with our life is how much our Father loves us. Responding to true love is
part of our very being. We have a desire to
connect with the love we feel. Only as we
feel God’s love and fill our hearts with His
love can we be truly happy. God’s love fills the emptiness we sometime feel. To do this, Jesus explained we
must “Love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, soul,
strength, and mind; and thy neighbor as thyself” (Luke
10:27). His love is unending.
The more we obey God, the more we desire to help
others. The more we help others, the more we love
God, and on and on. The more we disobey God and the
more selfish we are, the less love we feel. Trying to find
lasting love without obeying God is like trying to quench
thirst by drinking from an empty cup. You can go
through all the motions, but you are still thirsty. Trying
to find love without helping and sacrificing for others is
like trying to live without eating. It is against the laws of
nature and will not succeed. We cannot fake love. It
must become part of us.
You are His joy and love! We are like a variety of different exotic flowers. Each one of us gives out a scent of a
fragrance of love that cannot be duplicated by any human being outside of you. Only you can emit this fragrance of love to others. Of course, this fragrance is the
love you have for God. Through your love, others learn

a love coming from God that delights their souls. They
learn something about God through you which no other
person can do or redo.
You are that exotic and
rare treasure of the
Divine, and don’t you
ever forget that.
“Charity is the pure love
of Christ, and it endures
forever”. God is anxious
to help us feel His love
wherever we are. Never
underestimate
the
power of true love, for
it knows no barriers.
When we are filled with
God’s love, we can do
and see and understand
things that we could
not otherwise do. Oh
how we short-change ourselves in thinking we are useless. God made you His treasure to reveal Him to others
in a loving and mysterious way where you alone can set
their hearts on fire to love Him. You shall reach people
the way no others can, for this is the purpose of God,
creating you to reveal Him to others so they may love
Him and make it to Heaven. It’s His love that is revealed
in your love to your neighbor, who can be your parent,
spouse, sibling, friend or co-worker, and it starts with
you being in love with Him.
We hear the popular phrase ”love hurts”. Filled with His
love, we can endure pain, defeat fear, forgive others
and ourselves freely, avoid conflicts, renew strength,
and bless and help others in ways surprising even to us!
Jesus was filled with this profound love. He endured
unconceivable pain, cruelty, and injustice for us.
Through His love for us, He rose above otherwise unbelievable barriers. His love knows no barriers. He invites
us to follow Him and partake of His unlimited love so
we too may rise above the pain and cruelty and all the
injustices of this world, and help and forgive. He lives!
He loves us! He knows us and is filled with compassion
(Continued on page 7)
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Prayers for Holy Priests
My Dear Jesus, You desire that we pray the Lord of the harvest that He send zealous laborers into His harvest. Deign to raise up in Thy Church, and especially in
this diocese, numerous and holy priests who, taking Thy Divine Heart as their
Model, will, in the exercise of their holy priesthood, promote the glory of Thy
heavenly Father and the salvation of those souls whom Thou
hast redeemed with Thy Precious Blood. Give us truly holy
priests who, inflamed with the fire of Thy divine love, seek
nothing but Thy greater glory and the salvation of souls.
O Mary, Queen of the clergy, pray for us; obtain for us many
holy priests.

PRAYER TO BE SAID AT THE PRIEST'S COMMUNION

Statue of Our Lady,
Queen of the Clergy

O Lord, may You find shelter and rest gently within the heart of Thy
priest...
Make him, O Lord, a priest according to Thy heart: meek, humble,
zealous, so that all he does will be for Thine honor and glory. Mold
him into a man of prayer and labor, insensible to earthly things, and
sensible only to Thy love and to the graces of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
(Our Lady of the Rosary Library; www.olrl.org/pray/)

PRAYER OF OFFERING FOR SEMINARIANS

O Mary,
Queen of
the clergy,
pray for us;
obtain for
us many
holy priests.

O Jesus, Eternal High Priest,
I offer You through Your Immaculate Mother Mary,
Your Own Precious Blood, in all the Masses throughout the world, as petition for graces
for all seminarians, Your future priests.
Give them humility, meekness, prudence, and a burning zeal for souls.
Fill their hearts with the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
Teach them to know and love the Church, that they may always and everywhere speak,
act, and think with her, the glorious spouse of Christ.
Teach them generosity and detachment from worldly goods; but above all, teach them to
know You and to love the One and Only Eternal Priest.
Good Shepherd of Souls, hear this my prayer for saintly priests.
Amen.
(Taken from "Prayers for Today," published by Leaflet Missal Co.)
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(Continued from page 5)

and love. He is full of gentleness, kindness, unending
mercy, and desire to help. Do you love Him with all your
heart? His pure love instantly reaches down, and pulls
us up from the depths of any stormy sea of darkness,
sin, sorrow, death, or despair we may find ourselves in.
We can’t escape the cross. We must all endure the
crosses of life, but He will bring us into the light and life
and love of eternity. God has touched us through the
Holy Spirit because of love. The power of the Holy Spirit
is so powerful that we cannot even begin to explain.
Love inspires us. Inspiration is simply being touched by
the Spirit. God has touched us by His Spirit because of
love.
So what is love doing in us? What difference can love
make in our lives? Do people we encounter see God’s
love in us especially when we are serving God? Can they
feel the joy in us knowing God loves us? It is impossible
to be encountered by the love of God and left unchanged. Anyone touched by the true love of God will
never be the same again. Love has the power to transform us.
“Whoever lives in love, lives in God, and God with us. In

(Continued from page 2)

Ven. Solanus Casey, in Michigan; the
Basilicas of St. Peter, St. Paul Outside the Walls, St. Mary Major, and
St. John Lateran, in Rome; the Basilicas of St. Clare and St. Francis, in
Assisi; and the Basilica of St. Padre
Pio, in San Giovanni Rotondo. I
know that I am missing some other
locations, but we have gone to so
many places. Cindy has been invited to hundreds of parishes, groups and organizations to
promote St. Padre Pio and our group; and the Chalice.
There have been countless conversions, healings and
peaceful deaths that are the outcome of our prayers and
faithfulness to God. The Blessed Mother has been an important part of our group. Twice the International Pilgrim Statue of Our Lady of Fatima has been sponsored by
our group. The National and Cleveland Diocese Pilgrim
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this world we are like
Him.”(John 4:16-17). This is
what God wants in each of
us. This is in fact, the goal
for every Catholic life. God
doesn’t change you so that
He can love you. God loves
you in order to change you. God’s transforming power
of his love makes this change possible. Love gives us
confidence. Love drives out fear. We don’t have to be
afraid if you are on the right track. The power of love
empowers us. If we try to love on our own power, we
will fail. If we are going to be successful at loving, it will
be because we respond to the one who first loved us.
We can be able to love even the unlovable because of
God’s power of love in us. God was able to love even his
enemies. And so we can learn also to love like that. True
love is not shown in words but shown by our actions. It
is easy to say “I love God” … It is easy to say “I love
you”, but it’s hard to make it real! God has given us His
love, not simply so we can love Him, but so we can love
each other.

Yes, God
loves me!

So let us ask the Holy Spirit to surrender us, transform
us, inspire us and empower us. Then you can truly say
with confidence “Yes, God loves me!”.

Statues have also been with us. There is countless more
that has happened to many of our members, but there is
not enough space to record all that has taken place. That
does not matter, what matters is that we offer ourselves
to God. We are doing this by our involvement with the
St. Padre Pio Prayer Group. This was the vision of St. Pio
that people would gather to pray but to also put their
time, talent, and treasure to work for the Church and to
help the poor. I know that this feeble attempt to recall all
that we have done in the past four years has fallen short.
What is important is that we continue to build on the
foundation that was begun by St. Padre Pio, brought to us
by Sr. Jeanne Marie and continues with Cindy. As St. Padre Pio has said when he started the Prayer Groups:
“Never grow weary of praying. Prayer penetrates the heart of
God and obtains the grace needed.” Let us take his advice
and continue the good work that was begun in our St.
Padre Pio Prayer Group.
Blessed Anniversary.

KEEP OUR SICK SISTERS & BROTHERS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS
Call Helen Husky 440-232-3462 to add a member to the list.
James Angellella
Bradley Arters
Fr. Dan Begin
Jim Bogenpohl
Tom Bruno
Ken Buttermark
Theresa C.
Anthony Culovic
Bob Dodds
Sean Doherty
Tim Doherty
Lorie Evans
Steve Fiata
Marty Franck
Louise Frein
Richard Frein
Chuck Jones
Pat Jones
Ferrel Kleem
Leslie Langa
Bishop Richard Lennon

Carol Liming
Dave Liming
Joann Lloyd
Colleen Maher
Louise Martin
Tina Mazzone
Joe Morici
Peter Morici
Eleanor Phillips
Janice Puccioroni
Andrea Rice
Robin Richards
Dana Robinson
Abbot Christopher Schwartz OSB
Brooklyn Shask
Grace Staab
Marie Walker
†

OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES OF
OUR RECENTLY DECEASED

†

Al Kovar
Tom Staltari
James Svarovsky

FOR ALL THE INTENTIONS IN OUR ONLINE PRAYER BASKET, LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Prayers Needed
"Praying for any person or any need at any time."
The needs and intentions in our online Prayer Basket are waiting
for your prayers. While some of the prayer requests submitted
to our Padre Pio Prayer Group are emailed to our member list,
there are many other prayer requests that are only placed in the
online Prayer Basket.
Because of the global reach of our website, requests have been
submitted from Limburg, Belgium; Sao Paulo, Brazil; Quebec,
Canada; Ireland; Italy; Nigeria; and
the Philippines; in addition to California, Florida, Georgia, Illinois,
Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine,
Michigan, New Jersey, New York,
North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Texas, and locally.
Prayer requests remain in the Prayer Basket for four weeks.
Please consider bookmarking the Prayer Basket website (http://
padrepioclevelandprayerbasket.weebly.com/) and praying with
each of these requests on a regular basis. Those in need would
greatly appreciate it.

Welcome to Fr. Michael Denk
A special welcome to Fr. Michael Denk from
St. Gabriel Church in Concord Township
who returns to St. Barnabas Church this
month as our presider and guest speaker.
Fr. Michael was ordained into priesthood for
the Diocese of Cleveland on May 12, 2007,
and his first assignment was at St. Barnabas.
Fr. Michael is dedicated to helping others
encounter Christ through the celebration of
the Eucharist, preaching, the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, spiritual direction, and prayer.
He is devoted to the poor, especially in Africa and El Salvador where
he has led several mission trips. Through the Global Fellows program,
he has visited Madagascar and Rwanda with Catholic Relief Services.
With a background in video and audio communications, Fr. Michael
incorporates new media into his ministries. He not only came up with
the concept, but was a chief architect in the development of, a mobile
application called The “EXAMEN” App, which assists people to connect with God throughout their day. Fr. Michael has also authored
articles published in various Catholic magazines, and is currently developing a prayer program called “Pray40Days”. You can follow him
at http://www.theprodigalfather.org/.

BEST WISHES to our Spiritual Children celebrating birthdays and special occasions in the month of February!

WEBSITE: WWW.PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG

CONTACT US: INFO@PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG

FACEBOOK: WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PADREPIOCLEVELAND

TWITTER: @PADREPIOCLEVEOH

