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Dec 27 Pray for our pilgrims
leaving for the Holy
Land

Jan 6 Padre Pio Prayer
Group Gathering
beginning with Mass
at 8:30 AM, St.
Barnabas Church,
9451 Brandywine
Rd., Northfield

Jan 6 Pray for our pilgrims
returning from the
Holy Land

Check the online
Community Bulletin
Board on our
website to view
upcoming events
in the area
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Jesus Is Coming

Cindy Russo

UPCOMING
EVENTS:

V O L U M E
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A d v e n t
means coming. It is the
season when
we prepare
for the coming of Christ
at
Christmas.
Are
you preparing
your
heart for the greatest gift of all, namely Jesus?
We already know Christ has been born in
Bethlehem. That is His first coming.
Secondly, He comes to us daily in the Sacraments, in Prayer, in Grace and in the Word.
The word for the celebration of the Lord's
birth is Christmas, literally "Christ's Mass."
The third coming is when
Christ
will
come at the
end of time, as
the judge of
the living and
the dead.
So there are
three comings.
Politically
speaking, our Lord comes to us in History,
Mystery and Majesty. Advent is an excellent

time to prepare and renew our faith. The Lord
is our Savior.
In reality most of us are so proud that we feel
rather self-sufficient and independent. We feel
as though we can take
care of ourselves. But
in reality, and if you are
honest with yourself,
we would admit there
are things in our life
we cannot fix. We
need to renew the
dependence on Our
Lord. True surrender.
Jesus can save us!
So during Advent, look
at it as though it is a
way of preparing a final coming
of Christ and continue with it
the rest of the year. Don't get
caught up with all the worldly
distractions of the season.
Padre Pio said you don't have
to be worthy, but willing. Keep
your focus on Jesus and say "O
come let us adore Him."
On behalf of our Padre Pio
Prayer Group, we pray you
have a Blessed Christmas!

An Advent Prayer to Prepare Your Heart for Christ’s Coming
Dear Heavenly Father, help me to clear the path in my heart to your Sacred Heart. Show me the
distractions in my life that block me from all-out worship of You this Advent. Lord, I await Your
coming! As I celebrate the first Advent––the first coming––I look toward the day when I will see
You face to face. I imagine what it will be like. Give me a heart, Lord, that looks for Your coming
on a daily basis. Help me to live my life where I'm constantly seeking Your presence. Help me to
totally surrender my will. Show me how I need to be refined, purified and forgiven. Give me the
strength to ask for forgiveness and then change my ways. Amen.
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For he assumed at his first coming
the lowliness of human flesh,
and so fulfilled the design you formed long ago,
and opened for us the way to eternal salvation,
that, when he comes again in glory and majesty
and all is at last made manifest,
we who watch for that day
may inherit the great promise
in which now we dare to hope.

REFLECTIONS FROM OUR
S P I R I T UA L D I R E C TO R
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—PREFACE I OF ADVENT (The Two Comings of Christ)

As Holy Mother Church begins the new Liturgical Year, with the Season of Advent, we are reminded
of the first coming of the Messiah, Jesus the Christ, and we await with joyful hope for the second coming of Our Lord Jesus Christ. We are in the period in between these two comings as we end the two
thousand seventeenth year of the Lord (Anno Domini AD) and will soon be entering the two thousand
eighteenth year of the Lord. This is the period where we are waiting the second coming of Christ. Just
as the Chosen People longed and waited for the Messiah, we long and wait for his return. The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2nd Ed. helps to understand this circumstance by stating:
524
When the Church celebrates the liturgy of Advent each year, she makes present this ancient expectancy of the Messiah, for by sharing in the long preparation for
the Savior’s first coming, the faithful renew their ardent desire for his second coming.
[Cf. Rev 22:17] By celebrating the precursor’s birth and martyrdom [St. John the
Baptist], the Church unites herself to his desire: “He must increase, but I must decrease.” [Jn 3:30]
This period of longing and waiting unites the past, with the present, leading to the future. Expecting
something keeps us diligent and prepared so that when that expected thing arrives or the expected event
takes place, we are able to join in the celebration and excitement of the moment. We cherish and appreciate what is taking place. We have contributed our time, talent, and treasure; our blood, sweat, and
tears to be a part of this great moment that has been promised by Christ Himself, before He ascended
into Heaven. The time of Christ’s return, for most of us will be at the “hour of our death” that we ask
the Blessed Virgin Mary to pray for to help us be ready for her Son’s return. This period of watching
and waiting in our liturgical celebrations culminates with the remembrance of the Messiah’s first coming as we celebrate His Nativity [Christmas]. This celebration of Christmas should fill us with Hope that God fulfilled His promise to the Chosen People by sending His
Son, the Messiah two thousand seventeen years ago and
that His Son will fulfill His promise to come again. Until
the second coming is fulfilled, we keep this hope alive by
participating in the remembrance of Christ’s first coming.

This Advent time of waiting has a special meaning for me
this year. By the time you read this reflection the news
will have been announced that I will be taking a Medical
Leave of Absence from public ministry, to direct my attention to some health issues that have arisen over the past
few years. I do not have cancer or some disease that is life
threatening and I am not leaving the Priesthood, but issues
have arisen that need to be addressed. I will be away for
St. Barnabas Christmas 2013 (Photographer: Fr. Edward J. Janoch © 2013)
the next six months to physically, mentally, and spiritually
address these health issues. I ask that you keep me in your
prayers [as I have always kept you in my prayers] and that I expect to be back in time for the June 2018
meeting. God is Good and I plan to use this time to become more the person that God has created me
[and all of us] to be. I look forward to this time as an extended, intensive spiritual retreat. So I want to
wish all of you a Blessed Christmas, a Holy New Year, a Happy St. Valentine’s Day, a Happy St. Patrick’s Day, and a Joyful Easter.
FR.

EDWARD

J.

JANOCH,

SPIRITUAL

DIRECTOR
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For God So Loved The World That He Did Not Perfectionize
In the days leading up to Christmas, advertisers bombard us
with products promising to make this “the perfect Christmas
gift” for “the perfect Christmas”. And yet, Christmas is surrounded with much
depression in which
people tend to dwell on
things which can make
our lives imperfect such
as the loss of a loved
one, strained relationships, etc. These realities are ever present
but we can tend to focus on them in the
backdrop
of
an
“imperfect Christmas.”

•

It is beneficial to consider the dreadful tyranny
of
“perfectionizing.” So many of
us have bad self-images
because we think of God as someone who insists on us being
perfect. This concept of God is that of the Pharisees, Puritans
and Jansenists.
It could be good for us this Advent season to try to purify
ourselves of perfectizing by meditating on the following considerations.
•

•

•

•

Discouragement is one of Satan’s greatest weapons.
Simply feeling bad about our faults and beating ourselves
up plays right into Satan’s hands. After we fall, the best
thing to do is repent. The definition of repentance is not
to grovel over our weakness, but to do what the prodigal
son did, to turn back toward our father, counting on his
mercy.
It is good to meditate on the words of Jesus to St.
Faustina: “The greater a person's sin or misery, the
greater right he has to God's mercy.”
We receive our identity from our baptism. I am a child of
God. Beloved by Him. Satan tries to convince us instead
that our identity is “I am a bad person.” We mistake the
part (sin) for the whole (person).
If I have low self-esteem, a good way to examine my conscience would be to only briefly consider my faults and
spend most of the time reflecting on things I did well.
This is not to let myself off the hook or to practice mediocrity, but to engender hope, a virtue very necessary for
spiritual growth.

•

•

•

•
•

Read scripture from the viewpoint of how imperfect the
characters and circumstances in scripture are but how
God worked marvelously through them all, for example,
Mary
pregnant
before she got
married, Joseph
and Mary spending their first
Christmas in a
stable
(of
all
places), etc.
• Jesus always
moved
toward
imperfect sinners,
not away from
them in disgust.
• One of the
titles of Satan is
“the
accuser.”
When I tend to
accuse myself or
others
which
brings a darkness into my spirit, a better attitude is to
admit the sin and turn quickly to Jesus in a short prayer
for help or forgiveness.
“God knows of what we are made.” “The just person falls
seven times a day.” In no way do theses scriptures smack
of God as one who expects perfection.
Perfectionizing leads to controlling, criticizing and comparing--all of which deaden our spirit and saps our spiritual energy.
Satan tries to get lax people to become more lax. He
tries to get zealous people to concentrate on their faults
and imperfections and those of others. As disciples of
Padre Pio, we should be aware of this technique of Satan. Some of us may need to “lighten up” and “give
grace” to ourselves and others, especially those who
think differently than ourselves. Zealous people need to
be aware of rigidity, a byproduct of perfectionism.
Padre Pio said that we should be patient with the faults
of others but even more so with our own faults.
A critic of Thomas Edison once told him: “you failed
10,000 times before you invented the light bulb,” to
which Edison replied, “no, on the way to succeeding in
the invention I merely discovered 10,000 ways which
were the stepping stones to success!” What a delightful
way in which our non-perfectionistic Father looks upon
our spiritual growth!

Have a hope-filled Advent and Christmas!
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Pilgrimage to the Beatification of Fr. Solanus Casey
Father Solanus Casey spoke in a soft and quiet voice to all
who came to him for help. And he prayed. Some say his
prayers cured illness. All say his serenity and counsel gave
them peace. He was born into a family with simple faith. He
maintained that simple faith all his years. In everything, Fr.
Solanus took God’s word to heart. He believed every prayer is
answered in God’s own way. In 1958, the Capuchin Minister

General called Fr. Solanus “an extraordinary example of a
true Capuchin and a replica of St. Francis.” This tribute confirmed the many reports that began to come in from people
everywhere about the outstanding virtues of Fr. Solanus. He
had faithfully served the people of Detroit, MI, Huntington,
IN, New York City and Yonkers, NY by providing soup for the
hungry, kind words for the troubled, and a healing touch for
the ill. Wherever he served, people
would line up for blocks for a moment with Fr. Solanus. The Fr. Solanus Guild, a Capuchin ministry
dedicated to sharing the holiness
of Fr. Solanus, reports that many
have asked Fr. Solanus for his
prayers as an intercessor to God
and that those prayers have been
answered, often in dramatic ways.
Because of Fr. Solanus’ holiness,
Pope John Paul II declared him
Venerable in 1995.
Fr. Solanus spent his life in the service of people. As porter of the
Detroit monastery door, he met
thousands of people from every age and walk of life. He
earned recognition as "The Doorkeeper." He was always
ready to listen to anyone at any time, day or night….and to
encourage everyone to “thank God ahead of time.” Fr. So-

lanus’ holiness is inspiring. He had incredible faith and he was
a holy man. Often, people think that holiness is unattainable.
But Fr. Solanus demonstrated that an ordinary person can
live an extraordinarily faithful life.
Pilgrimages to the Solanus Casey Center in Detroit, MI lead
the pilgrim to discover that we are all capable of living a faithfilled life. Solanus Casey so believed in God that he could not
believe that some people questioned God. Such a conviction
about the existence of God and
God’s love is critical for our age.
Solanus Casey’s understanding
of faith speaks to the hearts of
people. His faith was steadfast.
He demonstrates to us that
faith is the cornerstone to our
existence. A pilgrimage to the
Solanus Casey Center is a trek
to re-enforce…or re-discover…
our faith and love for God. Fr.
Solanus was known for his wonderful ministry of healing and
compassion toward people of faith, Catholic and NonCatholic, Non-Christians and even Atheists. But, like Jesus
himself, Solanus’ heart also went out to those who had given
up the practice of their faith or had no affiliation with any
church community. He saw each person as loved by God and
called to share in God’s life. And so a priest who wasn’t allowed
to
preach instead
turned his ears
and heart to
the
needy.
Now, decades
after his death,
Solanus Casey
is on a path to
sainthood,
celebrated as
an incredibly
humble man
who brought
people to God.
Father Solanus,
as he was known, was beatified on Saturday, November 18,
2017 at a Mass attended by over 65,000 people at a stadium
(Continued on page 8)

5

PAGE

6

Prayers for Priests, Seminarians and Vocations
In this month of December, let us pray for our priests and seminarians, asking the
Blessed Mother to take special care of her priest-sons as she did her own beloved Son,
Jesus.
PRAYER FOR PRIESTS

Mary,
Queen
of the
Clergy,
obtain
for us
many
holy
priests.

O Mary,
Mother of Jesus Christ and Mother of priests,
accept this title which we bestow on you
to celebrate your motherhood
and to contemplate with you the priesthood
of your Son and of your sons,
O holy Mother of God.
O Mother of Christ,
to the Messiah-priest you gave a body of flesh
through the anointing of the Holy Spirit
for the salvation of the poor and the contrite
of heart;
guard priests in your heart and in the Church,
O Mother of the Savior.
O Mother of Faith,
you accompanied to the Temple the
Son of Man,
the fulfillment of the promises given to
the fathers;
give to the Father for his glory
the priests of your Son,
O Ark of the Covenant.

O Mother of Jesus Christ,
you were with him at the beginning
of his life and mission,
you sought the Master among the crowd,
you stood beside him when he was lifted
up from the earth consumed as the one
eternal sacrifice,
and you had John, your son, near at hand;
accept from the beginning those
who have been called,
protect their growth,
in their life ministry accompany
your sons,
O Mother of Priests.
Amen.
—St. John Paul II, March 25, 1992, The Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord

O Mother of the Church,
in the midst of the disciples in the upper room
you prayed to the Spirit
for the new people and their shepherds;
obtain for the Order of Presbyters
a full measure of gifts,
O Queen of the Apostles.

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS TO THE PRIESTHOOD
AND FOR SEMINARIANS
O Lord Jesus Christ, great High-Priest, we ask You to call many worthy souls to
Your holy priesthood. Enlighten the superiors in the choice of candidates, the
spiritual directors in guiding them, and the professors in instructing them. Lead
the seminarians daily in unerring footsteps, so that they may become priests who
are models of purity, possessors of wisdom, and heroes of sacrifice; steeped in
humility and aflame with Divine Love; apostles of Your glory and sanctifiers of
souls. Amen.
Mary, Queen of the Clergy, pray for us; obtain for us many holy priests.
—taken from "Prayers for Today," published by Leaflet Missal Co.
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Padre Pio’s Christmas Meditation
(This essay was taken from Padre Pio's hand-written notebooks.)
Far into the night, at the coldest time of the year, in a chilly
grotto, more suitable for a flock of beasts than for humans,
the promised Messiah – Jesus – the savior of mankind, comes
into the world in the fullness of time. There are none who
clamor around him: only an ox and an
ass lending their warmth to the newborn
infant; with a humble woman, and a poor
and tired man, in adoration beside him.
Nothing can be heard except the sobs
and whimpers of the infant God. And by
means of his crying and weeping he offers to the Divine justice the first ransom for our redemption. He had been
expected for forty centuries; with longing sighs the ancient Fathers had implored his arrival. The sacred scriptures
clearly prophesy the time and the place
of his birth, and yet the world is silent
and no one seems aware of the great
event. Only some shepherds, who had been busy watching
over their sheep in the meadows, come to visit him. Heavenly visitors had alerted them to the wondrous event, inviting
them to approach his cave.
So plentiful, O Christians, are the lessons that shine forth
from the grotto of Bethlehem! Oh how our hearts should be
on fire with love for the one who with such tenderness was
made flesh for our sakes! Oh how we should burn with desire to lead the whole world to this lowly cave, refuge of the
King of kings, greater than any worldly palace, because it is
the throne and dwelling place of God! Let us ask this Divine
child to clothe us with humility, because only by means of this
virtue can we taste the fullness of this mystery of Divine tenderness.
Glittering were the palaces of the proud Hebrews. Yet, the
light of the world did not appear in one of them. Ostentatious with worldly grandeur, swimming in gold and in delights,
were the great ones of the Hebrew nation; filled with vain
knowledge and pride were the priests of the sanctuary. In
opposition to the true meaning of Divine revelation, they
awaited an officious savior, who would come into the world
with human renown and power.
But God, always ready to confound the wisdom of the world,
shatters their plans. Contrary to the expectations of those
lacking in Divine wisdom, he appears among us in the greatest
abjection, renouncing even birth in St. Joseph’s humble home,

denying himself a modest abode among relatives and friends
in a city of Palestine. Refused lodging among men, he seeks
refuge and comfort among mere animals, choosing their habitation as the place of his birth, allowing their breath to give
warmth to his
tender
body.
He
permits
simple and rustic shepherds
to be the first
to pay their
respects
to
him, after he
himself
informed them,
by means of his
angels, of the
wonderful mystery.
Oh wisdom and power of God, we are constrained to exclaim – enraptured along with your Apostle – how incomprehensible are your judgments and unsearchable your ways!
Poverty, humility, abjection, contempt, all surround the
Word made flesh. But we, out of the darkness that envelops
the incarnate Word, understand one thing, hear one voice,
perceive one sublime truth: you have done everything out of
love, you invite us to nothing else but love, speak of nothing
except love, give us naught except proofs of love.
The heavenly babe suffers and cries in the crib so that for us
suffering would be sweet, meritorious and accepted. He deprives himself of everything, in order that we may learn from
him the renunciation of worldly goods and comforts. He is
satisfied with humble and poor adorers, to encourage us to
love poverty, and to prefer the company of the little and simple rather than the great ones of the world. This celestial
child, all meekness and sweetness, wishes to impress in our
hearts by his example these sublime virtues, so that from a
world that is torn and devastated an era of peace and love
may spring forth. Even from the moment of his birth he reveals to us our mission, which is to scorn that which the
world loves and seeks. Oh let us prostrate ourselves before
the manger, and along with the great St. Jerome, who was
enflamed with the love of the infant Jesus, let us offer him all
our hearts without reserve. Let us promise to follow the
precepts which come to us from the grotto of Bethlehem,
which teach us that everything here below is vanity of vanities, nothing but vanity.

7

KEEP OUR SICK SISTERS & BROTHERS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS
Call Helen Husky 440-232-3462 to add a member to the list.
Bob Agnes
Mary Agnes
Mary Agnes (child)
James Angellella
Peggy Arnosk
Bradley Arters
Jim Bogenpohl
Mike Bradley
Tom Bruno
Theresa C.
Msgr. Michele Castoro
Bernadette Cermak
Ellen Covert
Anthony Culovic
Joann Culovic
Christine DeMauro
Bob Dodds
Sean Doherty
Tim Doherty
Jan Ducic
Lorie Evans
Steve Fiata
Charles Fiore
Deacon Joe Fiorillo

Marty Franck
Louise Frein
Richard Frein
Chuck Gerwee
Eugenia Herman
Helen Herman
Ken Herman
Sr. Rosemary Horvath
Mike Husky
Fr. Edward Janoch
Chuck Jones
Pat Jones
Bernard Kainec
Carol Kainec
Ferrel Kleem
John Korosec
Lauren Marie Kost
Irene Kovar
Dean Kriska
Leslie Langa
Bishop Richard Lennon
Carol Liming
Dave Liming
Joann Lloyd

Carol Machi
Colleen Maher
Vickie Marsolek
Tina Mazzone
Gail Mertz
Jennifer Minniti
Debbie Montgomery
Joe Morici
Eleanor Phillips
Marge Polcyn
Janice Puccioroni
Marion Quackenbush
Emma Reagan
Marion Remar
Andrea Rice
Robin Richards
Bernadette Robertson
Dana Robinson
Marlene Rossi
Frank Sack
Abbot C. Schwartz OSB
Brooklyn Shaft
Roberta Sloan
Erin Smith

Fletcher Thomas Solon
Ann Steel
Michael Stirrup
Thomas Stirrup
Bernadine Sunagel
Rudy Tan
Bud Trimmer
Sue Trimmer

† OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES OF OUR RECENTLY DECEASED †
Michael Hart, Spiritual Son

FOR ALL THE INTENTIONS IN OUR ONLINE PRAYER BASKET,
LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

(Continued from page 5)

Ilah Vanyo
Aurea Weaver
Barbara Weisinger
Andrew Zolata
Marilyn Zolata
Debi Zolynyak
Tom Zolynyak
SPECIAL INTENTION

We will start a new Sick
List in January 2018.
Contact Helen Husky if
you need to place
someone on the list.

the beatification day at the Solanus Casey Center in the chapel
where he said Mass. Pope Francis said he met the requirements
to earn the title of “Blessed,” especially after a woman from
Panama was instantly cured of a chronic skin disease while she
prayed at his tomb in 2012. Father Solanus can be made a saint
in the years ahead if a second
miracle is attributed to him. He is
only the second U.S. born man to
be beatified by the Roman
Catholic Church.

in Detroit where he spent much of his ministry. Sixty pilgrims represented our Prayer
Group. We were blessed with VIP floor
passes as well as a special morning Mass on

BLESSED SOLANUS
CASEY, PRAY FOR US!

BEST WISHES to our Spiritual Children celebrating birthdays and special occasions in the month of December!

WEBSITE: WWW.PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG

CONTACT US: INFO@PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG

FACEBOOK: WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PADREPIOCLEVELAND

TWITTER: @PADREPIOCLEVEOH

