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UPCOMING
EVENTS:

Sep 23 Mass of Remembrance at 10:30 AM,
Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, 9080
Shepard Rd.,
Macedonia

Oct 6 Padre Pio Prayer
Group Gathering
beginning with
Rosary at 8:00 AM
and Mass at 8:30 AM,
St. Barnabas Church,
9451 Brandywine
Rd., Northfield

Oct 21-23 Padre Pio Prayer
Group Pilgrimage to
National Shrine of
the Immaculate
Conception, St. John
Paul II and Mother
Seton

Jan 8-18, 2019 Padre Pio Prayer
Group Pilgrimage to
the Holy Land

Check the online
Community Bulletin
Board on our
website to view
upcoming events
in the area
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Fifty Years Since His Death
Padre Pio passed away on September 23, 1968.
He lived a holy life and died a holy death. He
would say “I will be able to help you more in
heaven than on earth.” Padre Pio said this often for those who sought his intercession and
council. And it has been in heaven that he has
helped so many of his spiritual children from
every part of the world. The Padre Pio Shrine
in San Giovanni Rotondo, is one of the most
popularly visited Catholic pilgrimage shrines.
About seven million pilgrims a year flock to
Santa Maria delle Grazie Church (dedicated in
1676) to pay homage to Padre Pio. In April
2008, the saint's incorrupt body was exhumed
and put on display in a glass coffin.
Padre Pio had the stigmata for 50 years — the
wounds of Christ on his body. He was the first
priest in recorded history to have such a phenomenon. The word actually appears in the
New Testament, when St. Paul wrote, “I bear
the marks of the Lord Jesus in my
body” (Galatians 6:17). As famous as Padre Pio
is for the stigmata, he is not the most wellknown saint to have experienced it. St. Francis
of Assisi is the first saint said to have had this
experience. His wounds appeared only in the
last two years of his life, following an ecstatic
vision. It has been said that his disciples did not
even know about it until they saw them on his
body after he died. St. Francis was Padre Pio’s
Spiritual Father.
This year marks the 100th Anniversary of Padre Pio’s stigmata and the 50th Anniversary of
his death. Padre Pio had tangible signs of
Christ’s love for us in his suffering. As news of
the stigmata began to spread throughout Italy
and his fame grew, he remained the same simple prayerful man he had always been. He didn’t particularly worry about the popularity that
grew up around him … he was asked many
times what are you, who are you? And he said,
“I am just a poor friar who prays”, and that’s all
he ever wanted to be, but the Lord had other
plans for him.

The Lord has other plans for you. Ask Him
what is it He wants from you? Padre Pio died
at the age of 81, so fifty years since his death,
what can we learn from him? That his legacy is
that suffering is not a waste of time … Jesus
doesn’t ignore people who suffer and who go
through a great deal of pain, that God is not
blind to suffering, that God feels very acutely
people’s suffering and struggle. He encourages
all of us not to be afraid, to carry our cross
and to place our trust in Jesus.
We will have a Mass of Remembrance on September 23 at 10:30 AM at Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, 9080 Shepard Rd., Macedonia,
OH 44056. Guest speaker will be Anthony
Rossi, who had an encounter with Padre Pio in
the 60’s. Refreshments will follow.

Dear Padre Pio, We come to you today asking for your intercession, with our hearts full
of hope as we remember your words to your
spiritual children: “Abandon yourselves fully
to the Divine Heart of Jesus, like a child in the
arms of his mother.” Hope and peace fill our
hearts, as we put all our trust in Jesus. When
we acknowledge that everything we have and
all that we are is due to God’s merciful blessings, we are humbled and grateful. We also
ask Our Mother of Mercy to help us day by
day to keep our gaze fixed on God. Saint Padre Pio, we ask you to intercede for us and all
those who raise their prayers to you. Amen.
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Dear Spiritual Brothers and Sisters of Padre Pio,
The month of August has been a busy one. We
were blessed at the last gathering of a testimony
from Gino Delassandro, Spiritual Son of St. Padre
Pio. He kept us all intrigued with his spiritual journey with Padre Pio. I thank him for his heartfelt
sincere witness and his clever wit. We will always
remember
his famous quote “For every lie you tell you will spend 7
years in purgatory!”

REFLECTIONS FOR OUR
SPIRITUAL DIRECTION

On August 10, twenty-four pilgrims left for Ireland. Fr. Bill
Browne and Fr. Terry O’Connell lead us on our spiritual journey. Included were two members of the Nashville PPPG. It
was a working pilgrimage spreading the love of Jesus, Mary
and St. Padre Pio. We participated in the 9 day mass novena
for all of your intentions. During our journey we also prayed
a 9 day novena to Our Lady of Knock. In Knock, the married
couple pilgrims renewed their wedding vows at the Church of
the Apparition. After mass we prayed over the sick with the
relics of St. Pio. To complete the day we participated in the
procession honoring Our Lady praying the rosary. At St. Joseph’s in Ballybrown, over 500 people attended
the mass and healing service, hosted by the Franciscan Grey Friars of the Renewal and the Padre
Pio Prayer Group of Limerick (Philip Scanlon,
Group Leader.). A reception followed. Again, at St.
Brendan’s Church in Birr, it was standing room
only. Our pilgrims venerated the relics after mass
and enjoyed tea and pastries.
We also met Bishop David O’Connell of Los Angeles who used the relics of St. Pio at mass with
his 42 pilgrims. He has a great devotion to St. Padre Pio. We presented him with a stole of St.Padre
Pio and gave many gifts of stoles, chasubles and
wooden rosaries along the way. A group from England, sharing a devotion to Rosa Mystica, spent a
wonderful evening with us as well as friends from all over Ireland. We traveled many of the sights of
Ireland in a bus called the Paddywagon! We felt like celebrities! Our driver and guide Mike was a
blessing from heaven and Catholic. We viewed the beautiful green picturesque countryside, draped
with castles, cottages, farms, sheep and cows. Some of us even kissed the Blarney Stone! At night we
would relax to some wonderful dinners, pubs, Irish music and dancing. See more photos on Page 8.
To finish the trip, on our last day we visited the National
Shrine of St. Padre Pio at St. Mary of the Angels in Dublin. We met Brother Alphie Ryan who spent time in San
Giovanni in 1968. He hosted true Franciscan hospitality.
In Ireland, we laughed, we prayed, we cried, we celebrated, and loved each other. We all came with different
expectations and intentions, but in the end I know we all
came home a better version of ourselves united with
Christ. We are family!
Sincerely,
CINDY

RUSSO,
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Long Suffering
Often many people desiring to grow spiritually have not developed the virtue of long suffering which goes even deeper
than patience. Our society is a rush-rush culture which abhors rather than values suffering. A symptom of this is our
growing suicide rate.
1.

2.

3.

4.

Often we are our
own worst enemies
causing our own
suffering. Self-care
is very important.
Abuse of alcohol,
smoking, bad diet
(avoid sugar!), obesity, usually lead to
problems sometime
in life and especially
as we grow older.
Not being a good
spouse can lead to
marital discord and
pain for the entire family. Unrepented sin, lack of forgiveness, resentment, perfectionism, etc., create a heaviness in our souls, and can cause psychosomatic illnesses
like arthritis, depression, etc. All the bashing and blaming
of others in our media and society creates anger and a
heavy spirit. Dabbling in the occult (Ouija boards, tarot
cards, fortune telling, etc.) are serious sins because they
leave the soul infected and need to be confessed (even
though “I didn't take it seriously”) to break the bondage.
Sometimes others cause our suffering. Cyber bullying
among students, living with an alcoholic or drug addict,
physical, sexual or emotional abuse as a child can leave
deep scars, especially shame. It is important not to suffer
in silence and isolation being a victim of “family secrets.”
We need to distinguish between true and false guilt.
Counseling and twelve step program can help us develop
refined psychological skills which are essential in coping
and dealing with suffering caused by these kinds of issues.
All kinds of suffering are caused by simply being human.
Genetic diseases, accidents, frailty due to the aging process, etc., are unavoidable problems. It is perfectly acceptable to do what we can to lessen this kind of suffering. When suffering simply needs to be sustained, this is
where spirituality is essential.
Finally when Jesus sees a generous person who loves him
very much, he will purposely send suffering to the person
through (1) the “Dark night of the soul” as he did for
Mother Teresa and St. John of the Cross, or (2) by calling the person to be a “victim soul” as was Padre Pio and
Rhoda Wise. Spiritual direction here is essential.

Some suggestions:

•

•

•
•

•

•

•
•
•
•

Don’t think in terms of absolutes—never, always, etc.
We can go through seasons of suffering and then lack of
suffering.
Dwelling on the past can recall guilt. Dwelling on the
future can cause fear. God and grace are in the now
moment.
Satan loves to
inhabit thoughts of past and
future. Ask Jesus for the
grace of disciplining our
thoughts as well as increasing trust.
• There is a distinction
between stuffing or repressing negative emotions and
working them through. Simply expressing negative feelings to a compassionate
friend, parent, spouse, or
confessor can take some of
the sting out of the suffering.
Bishop Sheen said, “Don't waste suffering.” Offer it up
for intentions close to your heart.
As Churchill said in World War II when the British people suffered from Nazi bombs every night for a seemingly
endless period of time: “Never ever give up.” As Shakespeare said: “This too shall pass.” Keep heaven in mind.
Seek consoling experiences. St. Francis of Assisi, who
suffered in many ways, sought out and spent a lot of time
in the magnificently beautiful places around Assisi, often
for extended periods of time.
Spend ample time in spiritual activities—Mass, prayer,
spiritual reading, Holy hours, etc. Time invested in these
activities pay rich dividends.
Unite with Jesus who was known as a “Man of sorrows”
and with Mary, “Mother of sorrows”. You are not alone.
Focusing on helping others can dissipate our pain.
Practice gratitude—it's a matter of focus.
Don't simply suffer passively. In the movie “Shawshank
Redemption,” the prisoner Andy Defrane, unjustly convicted of murder, constantly worked against the odds to
improve the log of his fellow
prisoners and finally escaped
from the prison due to apPadre Pio,
plying himself diligently. Be
who suffered
creative in coping.

Examples of long suffering: St.
John Paul II, St. Paul, Joseph the
12th son of Jacob, Job, Gandhi,
George Washington at Valley
Forge, Mother Angelica, as well
as Padre Pio.

with the
stigmata for
50 years,
pray for us!
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Do You Know the Symbols of the Apostles?
Peter - Peter's emblem shows
two crossed keys, symbolizing
the confession of faith upon
which the Church is founded:
“You are the true Christ, the
Son
of
the
living
God.” (Matthew 16:16). Whoever possesses this same
faith that Peter voiced so
clearly and ﬁrmly has the
keys to enter into the Kingdom of God. The inverted
cross symbolizes how, at his
crucifixion, Peter requested
that his head might be where
his Master’s feet were nailed
to the cross.
Andrew - Andrew brought his
brother Peter to Jesus. The
fish reveal that he transformed his occupation as
ﬁsherman to the larger calling
as ﬁsher of men. The cross
saltire, now familiarly known
as St. Andrew's Cross, is traditionally the form of the cross
upon which he was cruciﬁed after preaching the gospel in
Greece.
Philip - The basket in Philip’s emblem refers to the feeding of
the multitude about which he was much concerned. The Tau
cross and the spear indicate the manner in which he surrendered his life for Him Who is the Bread of Life.
John - Legend has it that an attempt was made on John's life
by placing poison in his chalice. Actually, he was the only one
of the twelve to attain a ripe old age and die a natural death.
He is known as the beloved disciple who was close to Jesus
and who cared for Jesus’ mother, Mary.
Bartholomew - The Bible and a ﬂaying knife are signs for Bartholomew. He had firm faith in the Word of God, which he
preached freely. He met his martyrdom by being ﬂayed alive.
Matthew - The emblem for Matthew, the former tax collector, shows three purses recalling his former manner of livelihood. The battle ax by which he was killed is also represented.

Simon - Simon the Zealot
was the inspiring companion
of Jude. Both were martyred
in Persia on a missionary
journey. A relentless ﬁsher of
men through the power of
the Gospel, Simon is symbolized by a fish on a Bible.
Jude - A ship with a cross on
the sails pictures heroic Jude
on missionary expeditions
accompanied by his friend
Simon. Jude is sometimes
known as Thadaeus or Lebaeus.
James the Greater - James
the Greater walked much in
his preaching and teaching.
The staff, evident on his emblem, was used in his pilgrimages. The scallop shell that
may be seen was a simple
dish with many uses. King
Herod had James put to
death with a sword, which
appears as crossing the staff. James was so active and so courageous that even at his death, his accuser became a Christian.
Thomas - The emblem of Thomas includes a carpenter’s
square. Tradition recounts how he erected a church in India
while carrying on his ministry there. The rocks, arrows, and
spear which are also shown tell the story of a painful but
brave death.
James the Less - James the Less was a brother of Jesus. While
one does not hear much about him because of his retiring
nature, it is known that he preached around Jerusalem, until
he was stoned and his body was sawn asunder, hence the
stones and saw upon his emblem.
Matthias - Mathias was chosen by the apostles to take the
place of Judas the traitor. Matthias was well-versed in the
scriptures, depicted by a Bible in his emblem. After dauntless
work as a missionary in Judea, he was beheaded with a scimitar, also shown on the emblem.
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Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Mother Rosary Prayer for Priests
Begin with the Act of Contrition
MEDITATIONS:
1. The Prophecy of Simeon
“This child is destined to be the downfall and the rise of
many in Israel, a sign that will be opposed and you yourself
shall be pierced with a sword so that
the thoughts of many hearts may be
laid bare.” Mary and Joseph brought
Jesus to the Temple and offered the
sacrifice of the poor. Simeon’s
prophecy did not discourage Mary.
Mary, Mother of Sorrows, be with all
who are responding to the call of the
Spirit to serve the Church as ordained
ministers. Support them especially
even when family and friends
discourage their response. Guide and
strengthen seminarians to have the
courage to follow the Spirit’s
prompting. May those priests on leave
of absence be given discerning hearts.
May the same Spirit renew within
them all the seven-fold gifts.
Our Father and Seven Hail Marys, Glory Be.
Mary Mother of Sorrows pray for us.

Mary,
Mother of
Sorrows,
pray for
us.

2. The Flight into Egypt
“Get up, take the child and his mother and flee to Egypt.
Stay there until I tell you otherwise.” Leaving the comfort
of homeland, obedient Joseph takes Mary and the child
Jesus to a new land. Mary, Mother of Sorrows, encourage
the priests who are tired or lonely as they lead the people
entrusted to them to the Kingdom. Pray that your priest
sons will be drawn ever closer into intimate union with
your Divine Son. Convict with the truth, those priests who
are unfaithful and take flight of the Gospel and from their
priestly promises. Pray for the strength of tepid priests so
that their “yes” may be modeled after yours.
Our Father, Seven Hail Marys, Glory Be.
Mary, Mother of Sorrows, Pray for us.
3. Jesus is Lost in the Temple
“Not finding him, they returned to Jerusalem in
search of him.” Mary and Joseph searched long
and hard for their Son. They came to understand
His mission. Mary, Mother of Sorrows, intercede
for your priest sons that they will be given the
insight and the compassion to welcome lost
members of the Church. Replace discouragement
about ministry with renewed hope. Pray, Mother
of Sorrows, for those who labor in mission areas.
May they find a home in your Son’s heart and
know the support of the entire Church
community.
Our Father, Seven Hail Marys, Glory Be.
Mary, Mother of Sorrows, pray for us
4. Jesus and Mary Meet on the Way of the Cross
Jesus meets his Mother on the way to Golgotha. Meeting
her Son Jesus on the road to Calvary was a joy and a pain
for Mary. She was able to express her love while sharing in
His pain. Mary, Mother of Sorrows, intercede for your
priest sons as they minister to others in suffering and pain.
May they welcome the opportunity to bring healing to the
sick and those experiencing hardship. Care for them in
their own sufferings while they reach out to others.

Our Father, Seven Hail Marys, Glory Be.
Mary, Mother of Sorrows, pray for us.
5. The Crucifixion
“He bowed his head and delivered over His Spirit.” Mary
faithfully stood by her Son as He died. Mary, Mother of
Sorrows, intercede for your priests sons as they celebrate
the paschal mystery of your Son, Jesus. May they model
their lives in union with the Crucified and Risen Lord.
Inspire priests to be fervent in offering humble service.
Our Father, Seven Hail Marys, Glory Be.
Mary, Mother of Sorrows, pray for us.
6. Jesus is taken down from the Cross
“Then having brought a linen shroud, Joseph took him
down.” Mary, you cradled the broken body of your Son.
Mary, Mother of Sorrows, intercede for your priest sons
who are sick and suffering in any way. Cradle them when
they are broken. Be a source of refuge for the sick and the
dying. Assure your priest sons that they are never alone or
abandoned in their hour of need.
Our Father, Seven Hail Marys, Glory Be.
Mary, Mother of Sorrows, pray for us.
7. Burial of Jesus
“They took Jesus’ body, and in accordance with Jewish
burial custom bound it up in wrappings of cloth with
perfumed oils. In the place where he had been crucified
there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which
no one had ever been buried. Because of the Jewish
Preparation Day, they buried Jesus there, for the tomb was
close at hand.” Mary, you watched as the body of your Son
was buried. Though others were present, you stood in
solitude. Mary, Mother of Sorrows, intercede for priests
who have died. After having labored for the Kingdom, ask
your Son to share with them the victory of His Cross and
joys of everlasting life. May those in purgatory be freed
right away through the offering of the merits of Christ’s
Passion, Death and Resurrection so as to share in the
fullness of life.
Our Father, Seven Hail
Marys, Glory Be.
Mary, Mother of Sorrows,
pray for us.
3 Hail Marys
In honor of the Tears
of the Blessed
Mother.
Virgin Most Sorrowful, pray
for us! 3x
Closing Prayer of the
Seven Sorrow Rosary:
Thank you dear Mother
of Sorrows for your
intercession. We love
you! By the power of the Holy Spirit and through you,
Mary, we offer everything to God the Father through, with
and in Jesus the Priest and Victim for the multiplication and
sanctification of priests. Amen.

Adapted: Apostolate of the Mary Mother of Sorrows
Prayer Group, Cleveland, OH
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The Postcard

Mrs. Donald Evans wrote to St. Padre Pio on September 11, 1944. Her sister Amastasia was a Sister of St. Joseph. She was
sent to France to minister, and while there, the Nazis began their brutal occupation of that nation. She unfortunately was
caught in the line of war’s unflinching flames, and kept prisoner in a concentration camp/hospital where they lived on nothing
but beets for well over a year, much of the time she was captive. Her family did not know if she was dead or alive. Mrs. Evans
received this reply on December 14, 1944. “St. Padre Pio will pray for your intention. He sends you his blessing.” Miraculously,
she was returned relatively unharmed after the war ended. Thank you St. Padre Pio for interceding on Mrs. Evans’ request.

World Meeting of Families
Pope Francis arrived in Dublin, Ireland
on Saturday, August 25, for a thirty-two
-hour stay. He visited Croke Park Stadium where tens of thousands of people were present for a “family celebration” as part of the World Meeting of
Families, organized every three years by
the Catholic Church. While in Dublin,
the Pope visited St. Mary of the Angels
Church, home of the National Shrine of
St. Padre Pio, and was greeted by
Brother Alphonsus (“Alphie”) Ryan.
Our pilgrims visited this church just
days before! Brother Ryan is a Capuchin and his resemblance to Padre Pio
is uncanny. How blessed our pilgrims
were to be able to walk in the footsteps of Pope Francis’ coming visit.
Also, Pope Francis went to Knock and
gave an address at the Apparition
Church where we celebrated Mass. No
coincidences, God occurrences!

BEST WISHES to our Spiritual Children celebrating birthdays and special occasions in the month of September!
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KEEP OUR SICK SISTERS & BROTHERS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS
Call Helen Husky 440-232-3462 to add a member to the list.
Mike Bradley
Fr. Bill Browne
Tom Bruno
Christine DeMauro
Kelly Morici Diaz
John DiNato
John Donahue
Bob Dodds
Tim Doherty
Steve Fiata
Deacon Joe Fiorillo
Louise Frein
Richard Frein

Kathleen Graham
Frank Grippo
Helen Husky
Fr. Edward Janoch
Larry Janowicz
Ray King
David Kopowski
Irene Kovar
Laura Lang
Bishop Richard Lennon
Carol Liming
Dave Liming
Carol Machi

Jennifer Minniti
Joe Morici
Fr. Terry O’Connell
Kyle O’Malley
Anton Picinic
Peggy Pontracz
Mary Scanlon
Abbot C. Schwartz OSB
Samantha Shumer
Michael Skebakis
Bernadette Suich
Rudy Tan
Anna Trapani

Joe Trapani
Joe Wantz
Barbara Wilson
Yoli Wright
SPECIAL INTENTION

† OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES OF OUR RECENTLY DECEASED †
All of the Souls in Purgatory

More Photos from Ireland

FOR ALL THE INTENTIONS IN OUR ONLINE PRAYER BASKET, LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

WEBSITE: WWW.PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG

CONTACT US: INFO@PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG

FACEBOOK: WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PADREPIOCLEVELAND

TWITTER: @PADREPIOCLEVEOH

