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UPCOMING
EVENTS:

Aug 6 NEW LOCATION
Padre Pio Prayer
Group Gathering
beginning with
Rosary at 8:00 AM
and Mass at 8:30 AM,
Our Lady of
Guadalupe Church,
9080 Shepard Rd,
Macedonia

Sep 28 SAVE THE DATE
Padre Pio Pilgrimage
Shrine “Fun”draiser

Check the online
Community Bulletin
Board on our
website to view
upcoming events
in the area
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Renew, Relax, and Grow
July is dedicated to The Precious Blood of Jesus. The entire month falls within the liturgical
season of Ordinary Time, which is represented
by the liturgical color green. This symbol of
hope is the color of the sprouting seed and
arouses in the faithful the hope of reaping the
eternal harvest of heaven, especially the hope
of a glorious resurrection. It is used in the
offices and Masses of Ordinary Time.
The last portion of the liturgical year
represents the time of our pilgrimage to
heaven during which the Blood that
coursed through the veins of Christ was a
part of that Sacred Humanity made possible by the maternity of Mary, whose parents, St. Joachim and St. Anne are honored this month (July 26). Our Lord's
blood poured out on the Cross purchased
our salvation, washed clean the robes of the
martyrs, and gave birth to the Church as it
flowed from his wounded side. The Precious
Blood of Christ — now pulsing through his
Mystical Body — continues its salvific work,
preserving and purifying, repairing and providing nourishment for regeneration and renewal
of its members.
The longer and warmer days also provide us
with the opportunity for renewal, both interior
and exterior. Schedules relax and pressures
ease, inviting travel. But, whether we travel or
not, like the missionary, St. Junipero Serra, we
preach to others — by our conduct, our
speech, even the clothes we wear. May we be
modest in everything we do, imitating St. Maria
Goretti, the young martyr for purity, and
“preaching” Christ to everyone we meet.
July is usually hot and a time for relaxing. It is
also the time when crops planted in the spring
are maturing and growing. Just as the crops are
dependent upon summer rains, not only to
grow but to survive, so our spiritual development is dependent upon our frequenting the
sacraments and receiving the Blood of Christ.

Our earthly pilgrimage is also a journey, a great
adventure towards union with Christ, the Beginning and the End of our journey. May the
Precious Blood of Jesus sustain us as we journey to our true home, with Mary and the angels as our companions along the way.

Some powerful intercessory Saints celebrating
feast days during the month of July are:
1st. Junipero Serra
3rd. Thomas the Apostle
6th. Maria Goretti
11th. Benedict
14th. Kateri Tekakwitha
15th. Bonaventure
16th. Our Lady of Mount Carmel
21st. Lawrence of Brindisi
22nd. Mary Magdalene
23rd. Bridget
24th. Sharbel Makhluf
25th. James
26th. Joachim and Anne
29th. Martha
30th. Solanus Casey
31st. Ignatius of Loyola

Eternal Father, I offer Thee the Most
Precious Blood of Jesus Christ in
atonement for my sins, in supplication
for the holy souls in purgatory, and for
the needs of holy Church. Amen.
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“Everyone who acknowledges me before others I will acknowledge before my heavenly Father. But whoever
denies me before others, I will deny before my heavenly Father.” (Matthew 10:32-33)
The month of July is the month in which we celebrate the founding of the United States of America. This year
marks the two hundredth forty-third [243rd] anniversary of our nation’s founding. As the Bill of Rights declares
under the First Amendment:
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.
We have been given this divine right by our country. We have the right to the
free exercise of our religion and the government is not allowed to prohibit this
right. As Catholics, we are told by our Savior Jesus Christ that we are to
“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age.” [Matthew
28:19-20].

REFLECTIONS FROM OUR
S P I R I T UA L D I R E C TO R

This command tells us that we are to go out into our neighborhoods, towns, and cities and “make disciples of all
nations.” This means that our faith must be practiced and expressed in the public arena. Our faith is not just for
our parish churches and homes. It is to be proclaimed to everyone we meet, whether by words, or more often, by
actions. Our Founding Fathers were wise enough to include in the First Amendment the freedom of, not just religion, but also of speech and to peacefully assemble. At times we are called to publically profess our faith in words
[speech] or in action [to assemble]. When we are able to do this, then we acknowledge Christ to others and then
Christ will acknowledge us to the Father. Lately, in the United States, we are being denied our Freedom of Religion, Speech and Assemble. When we stand before abortion clinics or courthouses to express grievances against
unjust laws and actions done through the Federal, State or Local governments, our freedoms have been denied,
suppressed, or limited in the scope and nature of what we can or cannot do. In debates on the moral issues, we find
it challenging to get our message out into the public media whether it is written in newspapers or spoken on the
public airwaves. When we coherently express our moral beliefs and faith, others who are speaking through the
“false one” [Satan], their only response is to ridicule, slander, or defame us. Words like, “hater,” “racist,” and “---phobe” [whatever phobia someone wants to use] try to silence us. This causes a number of Catholics to just give
up on defending our faith in the public realm. However, if we deny Christ before others, then Christ will deny us to
the Father. It should not matter what the outcome will be for us, we are to profess, protect and defend our Faith.
On June 22nd we remembered the two English martyrs, Ss. John Fisher and Thomas More. These men stood up for
the Faith when it was being threatened by King Henry VIII. They stood their ground on the Faith and it caused
them to be separated from their Church and family. It caused them to lose their jobs and their livelihood. It caused
them hardship and pain, and eventually it caused them to lose their lives. We are called to do the same. It does not
matter if it was back in the 16th Century, the 1st through 3rd Centuries of the Early Church, or in the 21 st Century.
We need to profess our Faith as Christ has asked us to and to defend it when it is being threatened. Our nation
needs people of Faith to keep our nation alive. Our foundation, as a country, depends on a people who have and
rely in faith in God. The benefits of a religious people for their country have been proven throughout history.
When a nation loses faith in God, then the nation falls. The Roman Empire is one example that highlights how a
great nation died because of their godless actions. The Church, on the other hand, has shown that, even with weak
human beings involved in Her mission, the Church has survived. This is because She has acknowledged Christ to
others and Christ has acknowledged the Church to the Father. Pray and defend our Faith and the Freedom to express our Faith in our Country and the World.
In a letter written by Fr. Francis A. Sariego, O.F.M. Cap., the National Coordinator of the Padre Pio Prayer Groups
for the United States in July 2013 articulated:
“When Pope Pius XII urged groups of Catholics to gather in prayer, it was not to form a
devotional group of individuals who are aloof from the world’s realities, and are immersed
in the good feelings of a personal religious high. He wanted pray-ers who wanted to make a
difference in the world. He realized that when the soul is in harmony with God and people
are in harmony with each other, peace, order and the progress that follows are inevitable.
Faith that is merely theoretical or solely personal is worth little if anything. Jesus reminds us
that we are called to be aware of our sister and brother in all areas of life. He even praises
(Continued on page 6)
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Responding Positively to Current Church Issues
Sexual scandal of priests and bishops can be quite discouraging. We need to approach it with the light of the
Gospel. In 1899, Pope Leo XIII overheard a conversation in which Jesus gave permission to Satan to harass
the church for a century. It seems that we are still in
the midst of it. Pope John Paul II said that the Church is
experiencing the greatest showdown between good
and evil in its history. Bishop Sheen reported that a
convert of his who had been a Russian spy said that a
goal of the Communist party had been to get 1000
Communist men to be ordained priests. Pope John Paul
had to be extremely careful even within the Vatican
walls itself so that the Communists would not know his
thoughts and plans. Satan has a way of infiltrating the
Church much like he did with Judas infiltrating Jesus’
very own twelve apostles. Satanic infiltration has always been a problem in the Church.
Preserving the truth has also been a continual problem
in the Church. Heresies have always abounded. The
purpose of the second
Vatican council (19621965) was to “open the
windows of the church to
let fresh air in” to adapt
to changes in the modern world. The council
was good. The interpretation of it has in many
ways been woeful. On
top of the confusion
around the council came
the worldwide sexual
revolution of the sixties
and the openly hostile
rejection of “Humanae Vitae”, Pope Paul VI’s encyclical
reaffirming the church’s opposition to contraception.
The rejection of truth by some bishops and priests
within the church, especially regarding truth about sexual ethics, has been greatly influential in bringing about
the current crisis in the Church. In the 70’s and 80’s
some good seminarians faithful to the truths of the
faith were told to leave the seminary. Some seminarians who were actively homosexual and not respecting

the teaching of the Church were ordained. Some became bishops. Unfortunately, there became a network
of bishops and priests disloyal to the church both in
their teaching and conduct. Now, unfortunately, this is
all coming out in the open and it is not pretty. The good
news is that it is coming out in the open so that it can
be dealt with. Unfaithful bishops and priests can be
removed. Seminaries can be reformed.
The laity have different responses. Some are leaving
the church altogether, others have stopped going to
church, others are withholding donations. This does no
good and gives Satan more victories. The Church is not
the enemy. Satan is the enemy. When St. Francis of
Assisi saw all the evils in the church, he did not abandon
it out of anger or discouragement, but rather rebuilt it
by a life of penance and prayer. “Where sin abounds,
grace abounds all the more.” In the midst of all this
turmoil, God is raising up holy priests and people.
Many people are turning to the Rosary, consecrating
themselves to Mary,
making Holy Hours, confessing frequently, making pilgrimages, becoming children of Padre Pio,
encouraging
faithful
priests who feel under
attack, becoming more
active in the pro-life
movement. Vocations to
the priesthood and religious life are on the increase. LifeTeen is setting young people on fire
for Jesus. We need to
focus on the positive as did Jesus and the apostles after
the crucifixion. Despite the crisis of truth and the infiltration of Satan into the Church, Mary promised that
Her Immaculate Heart would be victorious in the end.
The Church is not the enemy. Satan is the enemy. One
day Mary will crush his head with her heel. We can
help to hasten that day. Mary, Mother of the Church,
pray for us!
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The Mysterious Holy Veil of Manoppello
The Shroud of Turin is known throughout the world. There are,
however, other burial cloths said to be from the time of Christ and
directly related to the Passion and death of Our Lord. Other than
the Shroud of Turin, however, only one of these purported relics
has an image upon it and that is the
Holy Veil of Manoppello. In a remote
Italian village of Manoppello there is a
cloth which until recently was largely
unknown to the majority of Christians. A body of research has been
growing, however, on this cloth that
seems to point to the material having
properties not fully understood.

1915 earthquakes. Later, he was pulled to safety from the rubble by
an unknown rescuer. Eventually, in 1922, Petracca entered religious
life as a Capuchin. It was not until 50 years later, however, that
Emidio, now Fr. Domenico, made a pilgrimage to Manoppello. On
that occasion, he mounted the stairs to venerate the
cloth. He found himself stunned by what he saw in front
of him. Standing before the veil displaying what was reputedly the Holy Face, all the priest could stammer was:
“This is the man who pulled me out of the debris fifty
years ago! He is the one who saved me! It is He!”
From that day on, Fr. Domenico became known as the
Apostle of the Holy Face. Not only did he study all that
he could find that had been written on the Holy Veil, but
he also asked his Capuchin superiors that he might be
transferred to the shrine at Manoppello, which duly happened. Thereafter, he was to be seen praying night and
day in front of the Holy Face. Soon Fr. Domenico had
made a new claim for the cloth. He suggested that it was
the Sudarium of Christ, the very veil that had lain over
the head of the Crucified Lord, one of the cloths referred
to in the Gospel of St. John seen in the tomb by St. Peter
and St. John.

The modern story of the Veil starts
with an earthquake on 13 January
1913. The four quakes on that day
reportedly killed an estimated 30,000
people. One of the buildings damaged in these quakes was the Church
of St. Michael on the Tarigini Hill just
by the gates of Manoppello. In that
May His face shine on you
church since 1638, there was an
and give you mercy.
obscure object of devotion, one held
in a fortified case, secured by three
There are a number of other burial cloths that some have
padlocks and placed in a side chapel. Only twice a year was this claimed also came from the tomb that morning. They are scattered
object exhibited to pilgrims. How that object got to Manoppello in throughout Europe, found at Turindo, Occitania, Kornelimünster
Abbey, and Rome. The fact that there are a number of these is conthe first place was not fully known. There was a laconic inscription
inside the church that simply told of a local pharmacist donating it to sistent with what we know of Jewish burial customs in the first century. Only two of the cloths, however, have images upon them: the
the Capuchin order at Manoppello in 1638.
Shroud of Turin and the cloth at Manoppello. Unlike the Shroud, the
In 1923, during the much-needed church restoration that followed Manoppello Veil has no trace of color or blood. That said, there was
no trace of paint upon it either, nor are there any signs of it having
the earthquake, the new guardian, Fr. Roberto, moved the relic to a
place where, via a newly installed staircase, it could be viewed and been created as an imprint. Therefore, even to this day, the image
venerated by pilgrims. One of those to do so in October 1964 was a and the cloth’s origin remain a mystery.
Capuchin friar, named Fr. Domenico. Not far from Manoppello, the
then ten-year-old boy, Emidio Petracca, was nearly killed alongside The pilgrims from the Poland/Italy trip had the privilege of witnesshis father while assisting Holy Mass on the morning of one of the ing this cloth first hand.

Kenya Mission
We are in need of boys shorts
for a Kenya mission in Africa:
lightweight with elastic, size 3
to 16. Watch for store sales, yard sales, thrift
stores, or just cleaning out your drawers. We also
need NEW boys and girls underwear, all sizes.
Bring your donation to our August meeting or a
future meeting as this is a year-long project.
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Prayer for Priests
O Most Holy Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
we adore You and we
love You with all our
hearts.
We come before You,
humbly and prayerfully, to
intercede for all Your
holy priesthood.

Bless and
protect
them,
Father, hold
them and
shelter
them in the
palm of
Your Hand.

Father, we give You
thanks with grateful hearts for the faithful witness of so many priest-sons. Bless and protect
them, Father, hold them and shelter them in
the palm of Your Hand.

Strengthen them, Holy Spirit, fill them and
assure them of our love.
O Mary, Mother of Jesus, Queen and Mother of
all priests, intercede for these special sons of
Yours.
Hold them in Your Immaculate Heart, cradle
them in Your arms, protect them from every
evil bent against them, teach them to love, and
lead them at last into the arms of Your Son in
Heaven. Amen.
—by Monsignor Peter Dunne and Vicki Herout

Jesus, Eternal High Priest, we lift up to You
those priests who suffer and struggle, those
who are heavy-burdened, and those who have
lost their way.
Bless and heal them, Jesus, You Who have said,
“Come to Me all you who find life burdensome...and I will give you rest.”
Holy Spirit, Eternal Love of the Father and the
Son, pour out Your Love, Your Gifts, and Your
Graces on every priest of God.

(Continued from page 2)

the one who gives his own life for the sake of another. There is no self-centeredness in true Catholicism. There is no
silent cowering behind prayerful words empty of loving deeds in Catholicism. There is no “passing the buck” in Catholicism. We are called to be a people who live with our feet well-grounded in the realities of life, and with our hearts
and souls centered in God Who leads us to live more deeply the morals and values that are a fruit of them.
Padre Pio took up the torch of Pope Pius XII and established the Prayer Groups. He realized that only those who are
centered on God and God’s Will can truly make a difference in this society in which we live. We are not an association
whose members get lost in pious practices that “make them feel good”. We are men and women who accept the challenge to be a people called to live in the freedom and the joy of the children of God, in a world hungering to see Him.”
Our Padre Pio Prayer Group is to continue this mission of
our Spiritual Father and of Christ, Himself. Freedom’s cost
was paid for by many lives and our lives are to be included.
Heed Christ’s words found in the Gospel of St. Matthew.
Acknowledge Christ and He will acknowledge us to the
Father, if not, we will be denied Heaven and an eternity
without the Father. It is our choice; choose wisely.
Striving to acknowledge Christ always.
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Dear Spiritual Brothers and Sisters of Padre Pio
Our June Prayer Group Meeting was full of graces and blessings.
Having 25 couples renewing their wedding vows to each other on
the altar was such a testimony of love. I printed 25 certificates; not
one too many or less! You can call that Divine Intervention. We
thank Ken and Faith DiPippo for their witness on how instrumental
the Blessed Mother has been in their marriage. I think we were all
surprised tosee a wedding cake come rolling down the aisle!

Manoppello (see page 5 of this newsletter) and then celebrated Mass
in Lanciano at St. Francis’ Church Chapel where the miracle of the
Eucharist took place.
In San Giovanni, we were given a
presentation about St. Padre Pio
and each of us were blessed and
prayed over with the relics of St.
Pio. All your prayer intentions
were left at St. Pio’s tomb. While
we were there, we connected
with the Headquarters Central of
our Padre Pio Prayer Group. My prayer was to get a brick that we
could use for the base of the Pilgrimage Shrine. Mission accomplished!
We visited Monte Sant’Angelo where St. Michael the Archangel
appeared since 490. We consecrated ourselves to St. Michael. Along
the way, we picked up many pounds of pasta which they are famous
for to bring home, for myself 20 lbs. to be exact. I see a pasta meal
at one of our meetings in the future!

Twenty-four pilgrims joined us as we traveled to Poland and Italy.
Everyone came with their own reason why they were there. Our
Lady Undoer of Knots was our Spiritual Guide along the way. We
prayed Her novena throughout the pilgrimage. Fr. Bill Browne and
Fr. Terry O’Connell were our Spiritual Directors. We really tried
not to drive them too crazy, but I think we were unsuccessful. (Ha
Ha!) We really do appreciate all their help and guidance. It was a
power-packed trip celebrating Mass at all the holy sites and shrines
of many of our beloved saints. The Mass cards were placed on the
altar at the Masses.
We
went
to
Auschwitz and the
cell of St. Maximilian Kolbe. At Our
Lady of Czestochowa in Jasna
Gora,
we
reconsecrated ourselves
to
the
Blessed Mother and
entrusted our journey to Her care.
Visiting the birthplace and home of St. John Paul II will never be
forgotten. We had a beautiful presentation by one of the Sisters of
Our Lady of Mercy about St. Faustina and Divine Mercy in Poland.
Our guide Eva in Poland cried when we said goodbye. She said she
felt like she became part of our family.

We concluded our travels in Pietrelcina. At St. Padre Pio’s Church,
where he was baptized in 1887, we renewed our baptismal vows.
The Holy Water which was sprinkled on
us was delightful in many ways, seeing it
was 98 degrees!
Our last night we had in Rome and we
were visited by the Disciples of Padre Pio.
Irene Gaeta, the leader, has been given
from St. Pio a message to build a hospital
for the poor, sick and suffering in
Calabria. Daniela Grillo, a
member and interpreter,
tried to keep up with Irene’s enthusiasm and love for
Padre Pio. We finished the evening revealing who was
our secret pilgrimage prayer partner.
Looking back and still trying to comprehend it all, the
Lord was truly guiding a journey. Not just the pilgrimage
but each and every day. That’s why we seek him in our
daily events. Faith teaches us to recognize His loving
concerns in every single event of our day .Sometime
these events may feel godless, but if we honestly seek
God in these simple events, we will find Him everywhere. By seeking Him in everything, we are led ever closer to Him.
Our journey towards God depends on our attitude to the struggles
of daily life. These determine the significance of all events for us. The
Lord is filled with hidden grace.
Live by the words of Divine Mercy. “Jesus I trust in you!”

Off we flew to Italy and visited Assisi where we saw the tombs of St.
Francis and St. Clare. Then we traveled to Loreto where we visited
the Sanctuary and Holy House of Mary. We viewed the Holy Veil of

Sincerely,
Cindy Russo, OFS, Group Leader
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KEEP OUR SICK SISTERS & BROTHERS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS
Call Helen Husky 440-232-3462 to add a member to the list.
Bernadine Antonio
Carol Basek
Caitlin Blaydes
Jack Bolton
Dr. Biagio Boytim
Jan Boczek
Mike Bradley
Tom Bruno
Mario Brushi
Norman Burkket

Florence Catafumo
Sue Cleary
Brian D’Ambrose
Catlin Dean
Christine DeMauro
Vincent DeVentura
Kelly Morici Diaz
Bob Dodds
Tim Doherty
Steve Fiata

Louise Frein
Richard Frein
Kathleen Graham
Heather Gunde
Valerie Hawkins
Helen Husky
Ray King
Virginia Kovacina
Carol Kriebl
Cookie Laba

Lori Landfear
Laura Lang
Bishop Richard Lennon
Carol Limming
Dave Limming
Shirley Marsh
Jennifer Minniti
Joe Morici
Peggy Pongracz
Susie Sawyer

Abbot C. Schwartz OSB
Joe Trapani
Beth Whelan

† OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES OF OUR RECENTLY DECEASED †
Rita Slivka
Peter Thomas, father of Virginia Kovacina

FOR ALL THE INTENTIONS IN OUR ONLINE PRAYER BASKET, LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

For the month of July, I am choosing to write
about Blessed Solanus Casey. Blessed Fr.
Solanus was born in Oak Grove, Wisconsin
on November 27, 1870. He was born Bernard Francis Casey, and his parents were Bernard and Ellen
Casey. He was the 6th child of 16 children. Blessed Solanus
Casey grew up in a very religious family.

Jake’s

Corner

When he grew older, he felt the call to the priesthood, so he
entered the seminary. They asked him to leave because he
was not a good student. The seminary spoke German and
Latin, two languages he did not speak. He then decided to join
a religious order. He prayed a novena in honor of the Feast of
the Immaculate Conception and he heard the Blessed Mother
tell him to go to Detroit. He joined the Capuchins at Detroit
and was given the name Francis Solanus after Saint Francis of
Solano, a wonderworker. The Friars called him “Solanus”
because there was another Friar with the name of Francis.
He was ordained a priest on July
24, 1904. He was ordained a simplex priest. After his ordination,
he went to many places. Blessed
Solanus Casey is best known for
his work in Detroit. He lived his
last 20 years at Saint Bonaventure
Monastery. At Saint Bonaventure
Monastery, he was the porter.
Many people came from all over
to ask Father Solanus to heal
them or ask for advice. No one
left Father Solanus’ desk without

getting something out of the visit. He was often seen staring
motionless at Our Lord in the Tabernacle at night.
Father Solanus often said: “I have two loves: the sick and the
poor.” His love for the poor was so great he helped found the
Capuchin Soup Kitchen. The Capuchin Soup Kitchen is a very
big deal in Detroit. Father Solanus was ready to help anyone
no matter what time of day or night. Many people said that he
had the “gifts” of healing and prophecy. Father Solanus died at
age 86 on July 31, 1957. Blessed Fr. Solanus’ last words were
“I give my soul to Jesus Christ!”
The Beatification of the Venerable Servant of God Francis
Solanus Casey, OFM Cap. took place on Saturday, November
18, 2017, in Ford Field in Detroit, MI.
Blessed Solanus Casey is one of the greatest models of Holiness for our times. He always put his trust in God in everything; that is why he had all those great charisms. Blessed
Solanus Casey was animated by the spirit of Charity. In our so
self-centered world, we need to be like Blessed Solanus, and
never be unwilling to help someone in need. It was at the
Beatification of Blessed Fr. Solanus that I met the Padre Pio
Prayer Group of Cleveland.
I would like to send a special thank you to Mr. Joe Morici and
all of the Padre Pio Prayer Group of Barnegat, NJ for welcoming my mom and I as the newest members of the Prayer
Group.
Source: https://solanuscasey.org/who-is-father-solanus

BEST WISHES to our Spiritual Children celebrating birthdays and special occasions in the month of July,
especially Cindy Russo, our Group Leader!
WEBSITE: WWW.PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG

CONTACT US: INFO@PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG

FACEBOOK: WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PADREPIOCLEVELAND

TWITTER: @PADREPIOCLEVEOH

