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MISSION &
VISION:
To carry out the
works, words and
devotion of St. Padre Pio through
prayer and charitable works where we
can touch lives and
change souls.
Our vision is to create more Spiritual
Children and lead
souls to heaven.

UPCOMING
EVENTS:

May 1 Padre Pio Prayer
Group Gathering
beginning with
Rosary at 8:00 AM
and Mass at 8:30 AM,
Our Lady of
Guadalupe Church,
9080 Shepard Rd,
Macedonia

Check the online
Community Bulletin
Board on our website
to view upcoming
events in the area
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Christ Is Risen!
One practice of commemorating Easter is the
joyous greeting of “Christ is risen” and a response of “He is risen indeed!” It reminds us
that Jesus is alive and in our midst and he welcomes us in a new life with him. The angel said
to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know
that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; He has risen, just as He
said! Come, see the place where He lay. Then
go quickly and tell His disciples, ‘He has risen
from the dead and is going ahead of you into
Galilee. There you will see Him.’”

up those who have believed in him, who have
eaten his body and drunk his blood. In this present life He gives us a sign and pledge of this by
restoring some of the dead to life, announcing
thereby his own Resurrection, though it was to
be of another order. He speaks of this unique
event as the "sign of Jonah," the sign of the
temple: he announces that he will be put to
death but rise thereafter on the third day. To
be a witness to Christ is to be a "witness to his
Resurrection," to "[have eaten and drunk] with
him after He rose from the dead."

Easter Sunday, then, is the greatest of all Sundays, and Easter Time is the most important of
all liturgical times. Easter is the celebration of
the Lord's resurrection from the dead, culminating in his Ascension to the Father and sending of the Holy Spirit upon the Church. There
are 50 days of Easter from the first Sunday to
Pentecost. It is characterized, above all, by the
joy of glorified life and the victory over death
expressed most fully in the great resounding
cry of the Christian: Alleluia!

Encounters with the risen Christ characterize
the Christian hope of resurrection. We shall
rise like Christ, with him, and through him.
Christ will raise us up "on the last day!”

All faith flows from faith in the resurrection: "If
Christ has not been raised, then empty is our
preaching; empty, too, is your faith." (1 Cor
15:14) The word "Easter" comes from Old English, meaning simply the "East." The sun which
rises in the East, bringing light, warmth, and
hope, is a symbol for the Christian of the rising
Christ, who is the true Light of the world. The
Paschal Candle is a central symbol of this divine
light, which is Christ. It is kept near the ambo
throughout Easter Time and lit for all liturgical
celebrations.
Jesus links faith in the resurrection to his own
person: "I am the Resurrection and the life." It
is Jesus himself who on the last day will raise
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“Those who call evil good, and good evil, who change darkness to light, and light
into darkness, who change bitter to sweet, and sweet into bitter!”
Isaiah 5:20

REFLECTIONS FROM OUR
S P I R I T UA L D I R E C TO R
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“But understand this: there will be terrifying times in the last days. People will be
self-centered and lovers of money, proud, haughty, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, irreligious, callous, implacable, slanderous, licentious, brutal, hating what is good, traitors, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers
of God, as they make a pretense of religion but deny its power. Reject them.”
2 Timothy 3:1-5
Christ is Risen?
From the Scripture quotes above, it would seem that Christ had not risen; but HE HAS! He
told His Apostles and us that the End Times started when He ascended into Heaven. Generation to generation since the Ascension, people have been calling “evil good, and good evil.”
However, it seems that in our current generation what is mentioned by Saint Paul to Timothy
has become more prominent and more profound. It appears that in all levels of society, the
family, the government and even in the Church, what has been evil is now called good and
what has been good is now called evil. This may seem a hopeless situation. We are overcome
with fear and we lose heart that we are not able to live our faith. We are afraid that we will
lose something. Whether it is our pursuit of happiness, freedom, or even life itself. But Jesus
has shown us that through His suffering, death and resurrection [the Paschal Mystery], He has
shown us the power that comes from faith in Him. Jesus tells us to not be afraid. We are to
trust Him, even if someone takes our life from us. As Jesus mentions in Matthew 10:28, “And
do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather, be afraid of the one
who can destroy both soul and body in Gehenna.” So I am not afraid of what is to come. I
believe that what is happening is to make us stronger in our faith. It seems that evil is winning, but it has already been defeated. Even though God has allowed through His Permissive
Will that evil should have access to our world, it is only for a limited time because of Christ’s
Resurrection. This is the time when we who have made the deliberate choice to follow God,
who is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, to stand up and proclaim our faith in Him. We are being
called to witness to a world that is calling “evil good, and good evil.” Like Jesus on Good
Friday, we will be mocked, spit at, persecuted for our faith in Jesus our Savior. We will have
to die to self and our will and live God’s Will, even if living God’s Will will lead to a physical
death. For if we persevere in God’s Will we will gain Eternal Life. Venerable Fulton J.
Sheen said that we must go through a Good Friday before we enter an Easter Sunday.
This reflection may seem a bit peculiar or bizarre or confusing, especially
for Easter, but it is exactly why Jesus
suffered and died for us, because He
conquered evil. Evil is Evil and Good
is Good. Darkness is Darkness and
Light is Light. Bitter is Bitter and
Sweet is Sweet. Satan is Evil, Darkness, and Bitter. Christ is Good,
Light, and Sweet. Decide who we
want to follow. I know who I want to
follow, even if I stumble and fall
along the way for Jesus is the Way,
the Truth and the Life.
A Blessed Easter to All!

FR.

EDWARD

J.

JANOCH,

SPIRITUAL

DIRECTOR
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Spend Some Time With Your Guardian Angel Today
Padre Pio, had a very special relationship with his guardian
angel throughout his life. We pray to our guardian angels
“Angel of God, my Guardian dear, to whom the heavenly
God’s love entrusts me here; enlighten me, guard me, guide
me now and forever.” Padre Pio absolutely had this prayer at
heart every moment of every day. He said “How great will be
the consolation, when, at the hour of death, your soul will
see your angel, who is
so good, who has accompanied you throughout your life, who was
so ample in his maternal
care! Oh, that this sweet
thought may make you,
may render you continually more fond of the
Cross of Jesus! This is
namely what your good
angel desires! May the
desire to see this inseparable companion of your
entire life enkindle in
you that charity which
moves you to desire
soon to leave the body.”
He relied on his guardian angel to help him
through many tense
times. He was close to
his guardian angel, as
we all should be, and he
referred to his angel as his “Angelino,” not a name, but a
term of endearment, his “little angel.” Padre Alessio was Padre Pio’s secretary. He was to sort the huge number of
letters pouring into the friary. He once asked Padre Pio about
a certain request in a letter. Padre Pio expressed annoyance
over these questions. “Come on, my son, leave me alone,” he
said, “Can’t you see that I am very busy?” It seemed to Padre
Alessio that Padre Pio simply sat in his chair, fingering his
rosary. In fact, Padre Pio was communicating with a long procession of guardian angels. Seeing his perplexity, Padre Pio
explained to him, “Didn’t you see all those guardian angels
going backwards and forwards from my spiritual children
bringing messages from them?” The communication went on
through the night; Padre Alessio would hear Padre Pio say to
an unseen visitor, “Tell her I will pray for her,” or “Tell him
that he will be present in my Mass.” Though invisible to Padre Alessio, Padre Pio could see the angels plainly. Persons

who sent their guardian angels were astonished at how
quickly their troubles ceased.
Besides helping others, Padre Pio’s guardian angel also assisted him with various matters. In a letter to his spiritual director, Padre Agostino, Padre Pio explained one of these services, “The heavenly beings continue to visit me and give me
a foretaste of the rapture [or joys] of the
blessed. And while the mission of our guardian
angels is a great one, my own angel’s mission is
certainly greater, since he has the additional
task of teaching me other languages.”
We should thank our angels for all the help,
love, and grace they give to us each and every
day. Truly they are a grace from God! Those
who lean on the mercy of God can be sure that
our Savior sends His angels to surround and
protect them.
When St. Faustina was dangerously ill, a radiant
seraph brought her Holy Communion for 13
days (see Diary of St. Faustina, 1676). She also
recorded how her guardian angel defended her
from an assault by evil spirits (see 419) and accompanied her on a visionary journey to purgatory and to hell (see 20 & 741). In general, St.
Faustina was constantly comforted by the
thought – and sometimes given supernatural
assurance – that we are not alone in our struggles for faith and love, but are surrounded by a
"great crowd of witnesses" (Heb 12:1). She stated “I thanked God for His goodness, that He gives us angels
for companions. Oh, how little people reflect on the fact that
they always have beside them such a guest, and a witness to
everything! One day, when I was at adoration, and my spirit
seemed to be dying for Him, and I could no longer hold back
my tears, I saw a spirit of great beauty who spoke these
words to me: "Don't cry – says the Lord." After a moment I
asked, "Who are you?" He answered me, "I am one of the
seven spirits who stand before the throne of God day and
night and give Him ceaseless praise." Yet this spirit did not
soothe my yearning, but roused me to even greater longing
for God. This spirit is very beautiful, and his beauty comes
from close union with God. This spirit does not leave me for a
single moment, but accompanies me everywhere (see 471).
Never forget to thank your guardian angel.
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Divine Mercy
The message of The Divine Mercy is simple. It is that God
loves us – all of us. And, He wants us to recognize that His
mercy is greater than our sins, so that we will call upon Him
with trust, receive His mercy, and let it flow through us to
others. Thus, all will come to share His joy.
The Divine Mercy
message is one we
can call to mind
simply by remembering ABC:
A - Ask for His Mercy.
God wants us to approach Him in prayer
constantly, repenting
of our sins and asking
Him to pour His mercy out upon us and
upon the whole
world.
B - Be merciful. God
wants us to receive
His mercy and let it flow through us to others. He wants us to
extend love and forgiveness to others just as He does to us.

C - Completely trust in Jesus. God wants us to know
that all the graces of His mercy can only be received
by our trust. The more we open the door of our
hearts and lives to Him with trust, the more we can
receive.
This message and devotion to Jesus as The Divine
Mercy is based on the writings of Saint Faustina
Kowalska, an uneducated Polish nun who, in obedience to her spiritual director, wrote a diary of about
600 pages recording the revelations she received
about God's mercy. Even before her death in 1938,
the devotion to The Divine Mercy had begun to
spread. The message and devotional practices proposed in the Diary of Saint Faustina are completely
in accordance with the teachings of the Church and
are firmly rooted in the Gospel message of our Merciful Savior. Properly understood and implemented,
they will help us grow as genuine followers of Christ.
Spend time to learn more about the mercy of God,
learn to trust in Jesus, and live your life as merciful

to others, as Christ is merciful to you. Though the Divine
Mercy message is not new to the teachings of the Church, Sr.
Faustina's Diary sparked a great movement, and a strong and
significant focus on the mercy of Christ. Saint John Paul II
canonized Sr. Faustina in 2000 making her the "first saint of
the new millennium." Speaking of
Sr. Faustina and the importance of
the message contained in her Diary,
the Pope called her "the great
apostle of Divine Mercy in our
time.”
In His revelations to St. Faustina,
Our Lord asked for a special prayer
and meditation on His Passion each
afternoon at the three o’clock hour,
the hour that recalls His death on
the cross. At three o’clock, implore
My mercy, especially for sinners;
and, if only for a brief moment,
immerse yourself in My Passion,
particularly in My abandonment at
the moment of agony. This is the
hour of great mercy. In this hour, I
will refuse nothing to the soul that makes a request of Me in
virtue of My Passion (Diary, 1320)

LET US PRAY
Saint Faustina, You told us that your mission
would continue after your death and that
you would not forget us. Our Lord also
granted you a great privilege, telling you to
"distribute graces as you will, to who you
will, and when you will." Relying on this, we
ask your intercession for the graces we need,
especially for the intentions just mentioned.
Help us, above all, to trust in Jesus as you did
and thus to glorify His mercy every moment
of our lives. Amen.
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Divine Mercy Chaplet for Priests
The Chaplet of Divine Mercy is prayed on the rosary
beads.
The Sign of the Cross
Opening Prayers
(optional)
You expired, Jesus, but
the source of life gushed
forth for souls, and the
ocean of mercy opened
up for the whole world.
O Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine Mercy,
envelop the whole world
and empty Yourself out
upon us.
O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the
Heart of Jesus as a fount of mercy for us, I trust in
You! (three times, Diary 84).
Our Father
Hail Mary
Apostle’s Creed

Immerse
them
in Your
unfathomable
mercy
that they
will be
clean,
healed,
free and
holy.

First Decade:
Eternal Father, I offer You the Body and Blood, Soul
and Divinity of Your dearly beloved Son, Our Lord
Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of
the whole world.
Eternal Father, we bring to You the souls of priests and
religious. Immerse them in Your unfathomable mercy that
they will be clean, healed, free and holy. Keep them in
the embrace of Your merciful love and truth.
For the sake of His Sorrowful Passion, have mercy
on us and on the whole world. (ten times)
Second Decade:
Eternal Father, I offer You the Body and Blood, Soul
and Divinity of Your dearly beloved Son, Our Lord
Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of
the whole world.
Eternal Father, we bring to You the souls of priests and
religious who are struggling with themselves and others.
Immerse them in Your unfathomable mercy that they will
be clean, healed, free and holy. Renew them in their
identity, mission and relationship.
For the sake of His Sorrowful Passion, have mercy
on us and on the whole world. (ten times)
Third Decade:
Eternal Father, I offer You the Body and Blood, Soul
and Divinity of Your dearly beloved Son, Our Lord

Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of
the whole world.
Eternal Father, we bring to You the souls of cardinals and
bishops, the clergy in leadership of the Church, who have
weighty responsibility. Immerse them in Your unfathomable mercy that they will be clean, healed, free, and holy.
May the Sanctifier grant them wisdom and courage.
For the sake of His Sorrowful Passion, have mercy
on us and on the whole world. (ten times)
Fourth Decade:
Eternal Father, I offer You the Body and Blood, Soul
and Divinity of Your dearly beloved Son, Our Lord
Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of
the whole world.
Eternal Father, we bring to You the souls of clergy who
have grown lukewarm, discouraged, or duplicitous. Immerse them in Your unfathomable mercy that they will be
clean, healed, free, and holy. May the power of the Cross
transfigure and raise them up.

For the sake of His Sorrowful Passion, have mercy
on us and on the whole world. (ten times)
Fifth Decade:
Eternal Father, I offer You the Body and Blood, Soul
and Divinity of Your dearly beloved Son, Our Lord
Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of
the whole world.
Eternal Father, we bring to You the souls of priests who
wholeheartedly strive to fulfill their vocation to radiate the
love of the heart of Jesus. Immerse them in Your unfathomable mercy that they will be clean, healed, free, and
holy. Keep them safe from the enemies of the priesthood
and the Church.
For the sake of His Sorrowful Passion, have mercy
on us and on the whole world. (ten times)
Doxology
After 5 decades, the concluding doxology (three
times): Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal
One, have mercy on us and on the whole world.
Closing Prayer (optional)
Eternal Father, in whom mercy is endless, and the
treasury of compassion inexhaustible, look kindly
upon us, and increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult moments, we might not despair, nor become
despondent, but with great confidence, submit ourselves to Your holy will, which is Love and Mercy
Itself. (950)
Foundation of Prayer for Priests (www.foundationforpriests.org)
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Dear Spiritual Children of Padre Pio
Words can’t express the joy I had at our last
Prayer Gathering. Our guest speaker, Br.
Donald Thielsen OFM Conv., gave an inspiring teaching on the Passion of Our Lord. He
also shared about the work he does running
the soup kitchen and administering to the
homeless and poor. I challenged our Prayer
Group members to fill the van for the homeless, with only a day’s notice. You succeeded
in filling the van; there was almost no room
for Br. Don to drive back to Libertyville! And
also as a result of your generosity, we raised a
sizable monetary amount for the soup kitchen.
Our quilted Padre Pio prayer blankets were
blessed at Mass. I am sad to say all of them
have been distributed this month. Please keep
the people on the sick list (back page) in your
daily prayers. The Padre Pio Foundation has
heard what we are doing and has donated the
blanket material so more quilts can be made
for our sick and dying.
Also this month we had a beautiful Consecration and Mass on the Feast of St. Joseph. The
attendance was 181 people. It was my honor
to bring a traveling pilgrim statue of St. Joseph from Our Lady Comforter of the Afflicted Shrine in Youngstown for our special feast
day. With a help of a few members, we set up
a St. Joseph Altar Table. Everyone went home
with a loaf of blessed St. Joseph Bread. It was
a night filled with blessings and graces. Hopefully this becomes an annual event.
Our Prayer Group guest
speaker this month will be
Jim Amato. He will be
sharing his amazing story
of Jesus and Divine Mercy.

Please save the date for
another special feast day
Mass for the Sacred Heart
of Jesus on Friday, June 11
at 6:30pm. I will have
more details next month.
May the blessings of our
Lord guide you and protect
you. Happy Easter!
Sincerely,
Cindy Russo TOF
Group Leader

Message from
Brother Don
Thielsen, OFM
Conv.
Sincerest thanks and prayerful blessings to you and The
Padre Pio Prayer Group
devotees that continue his
mission to serve and bless
so many; all honor and
Praise to God! I am honored to be welcomed to
such an esteem group. You
are more than a prayer
group but a loving united
family in Christ and His
Mother and Servant Padre
Pio, and gathered in the
Communion of Saints with
St. Maximilian Kolbe and St.
Francis of Assisi. Giving
talks and traveling with the
relics to visit so many in
need of blessings was so
easy because of your devoted life and community of
faithful that support the
mission. I appreciate the
tremendous support and
love you offered to the
poor, it truly brought me to
tears. Everything was sorted
and given out the first week
back. I will continue to pray
for all of you. God bless and
I hope to meet you again.
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KEEP OUR SICK SISTERS & BROTHERS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS
Call Helen Husky 440-232-3462 to add a member to the list.
Bernie Antonino
Barbara Bilinovich
Mario Bruschi
Sarojini Bruschi
Gia Cefaratti
Virginia DeJesus
Roy Evans
Margie Ferfolia
Michele Ferrara

Marty Franck
Bob Garcar
Kathy Hlad
Kyle Hrabusa
Michael Hurley
Helen Husky
Tony Kazmierczak
Irene Kovar
Jonathan Lipreads

Mark Magda
Fr. Cory Mayer
Joe Morici
Molly O’Leary
Eleanor Phillips
Judy Purdy
Anthony Rossi
Abbot C. Schwartz OSB
Joseph Wojtyla

FOR ALL THE INTENTIONS
IN OUR ONLINE PRAYER
BASKET, LORD, HEAR
OUR PRAYER.

† OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES OF OUR RECENTLY DECEASED †
Al Komar
Robert Murmann, husband of Jan (Prayer Group member)

“Place your heart gently in Our Lord’s wounds. Have great confidence
in His mercy for He will never abandon you.” -- St. Padre Pio

Written by: Jake Snyder

Jake’s

Corner

For April, I am writing about Saint Gianna Beretta Molla. She was born in Magenta, Italy, on October 4, 1922, and
from an early age, Gianna was very active
in her faith and she strived to live a holy life. In 1942,
Gianna began her medical studies in Milan and it was
noted that she was a dedicated student. Furthermore,
Gianna was an active member of the Saint Vincent de
Paul Society. In 1950, after graduating medical school,
she opened up her own medical practice in Mesero
near her hometown. Additionally, in 1952, she began to
specialize in pediatrics and was drawn to the care of
mothers and children.

fibroma removed which meant the life of her baby could
be saved. She chose to save the life of her baby and to
have only the fibroma removed. Gianna earnestly pleaded with the doctors to have them save the baby’s life
over her own. On April 21, 1962, she successfully gave
birth to her daughter, Gianna Emanuela Molla. Furthermore, the doctors tried to save the life of Saint Gianna
too, but on April 28, 1962, she died of septic peritonitis.
Gianna Beretta Molla was Beatified on April 24, 1994,
and Canonized a Saint on May 16, 2004. Her husband,
Pietro, and their children, including Gianna Emanuela,
attended the Canonization. It was the first time a husband witnessed his wife's Canonization.

In 1955, Gianna married Pietro Molla and they later had
four children. During her fourth pregnancy, Gianna
started to experience severe
pain, and her doctors discovered that there were severe lifethreatening complications with
the pregnancy. Her doctors gave
her three choices, to have an
abortion, which would kill her
baby; to have a complete hysterectomy; or to have only the

I think that Saint Gianna Beretta Molla is a very important Saint for our times. We are called to be like
Saint Gianna and defend the sanctity of all life, from the
moment of conception until death. Additionally, through
her tireless dedication to the care of others as a doctor,
Saint Gianna inspires us to give more of ourselves for
the service of our neighbors.
SOURCE:
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=6985

BEST WISHES to our Spiritual Children celebrating birthdays and special occasions in the month of April!

WEBSITE: WWW.PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG

CONTACT US: INFO@PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG

FACEBOOK: WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PADREPIOCLEVELAND

TWITTER: @PADREPIOCLEVEOH

