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UPCOMING
EVENTS:

Sep 3 Padre Pio Prayer

Group Gathering
beginning with
Rosary at 8:00 AM
and Mass at 8:30 AM,
Our Lady of
Guadalupe Church,
9080 Shepard Rd,

Macedonia

Sep 23 SAVE THE DATE:
St. Padre Pio’s
Feast Day

Check the online
Community Bulletin
Board on our website
to view upcoming
events in the area
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A Plethora of August Feasts
The month of August is dedicated to The Immaculate Heart of Mary. The entire month falls
within the liturgical season of Ordinary Time,
which is represented by the liturgical color
green. This symbol of hope is the color of the
sprouting seed and arouses in the faithful the
hope of reaping the eternal harvest of heaven,
especially the hope of a glorious resurrection.
It is used in the offices and Masses of Ordinary
Time.
The days of summer have provided a welcome
change of pace. However, while vacations afford us the time to relax and refresh, the
change of habits and routines can also have a
negative impact on our spiritual lives. As if to
re-ignite us, the Church offers us in the plethora of August feasts vivid examples of the virtue
of perseverance: six martyrs — two who are
named in Canon I of the Mass and two who
were martyred during World War II; seven
founders of religious congregations, as well as
three popes and two kings; the apostle, St.
Bartholomew; the great Doctor of the
Church, St. Augustine and
St. Monica, his mother; the
humble patron saint of parish
priests, St. John Vianney,
and the patron of deacons
and the poor, St. Lawrence, who joked with his
executioners while being
roasted alive.
It is never too late to begin
— as the life of the reformed
sinner, St. Augustine teaches
us — nor too difficult to
begin again, as demonstrated by the conversion
of the martyr, St. Teresa Benedicta (Edith
Stein). We present-day members of the Mystical Body are certain of the reward to which we
are called, for Christ's Transfigured body
(August 6) is a preview of that glory. Moreo-

ver, in The Assumption of Blessed Virgin
Mary (August 15), Our Lord has demonstrated his fidelity to his promise. Her privilege is
"the highest fruit of the Redemption" and "our
consoling assurance of the coming of our final
hope — the glorification which is
Christ's" (Enchiridion on Indulgences). The
Blessed Virgin Mary is the most perfect
example of Christian perseverance, but she is
also our advocate in heaven where she is
crowned Queen of Heaven and Earth
(August 22). Mary is the "Mother of Perpetual Help", the patroness of the Congregation
founded by St. Alphonsus Liguori (August
1). "No one who has fled to her protection is
left unaided" is the claim of the Memorare of
St. Bernard (August 20). Heretics have returned to the faith by the prayers of her Rosary, first preached by St. Dominic (August 8)
in the twelfth Century, and hearts have been
converted by the graces received while wearing her Miraculous Medal, promoted by St.
Maximillian Kolbe (August 14) and adopted
as the "badge" for the Pious Union he founded.

With Mary Immaculate, let us adore,
thank, implore and console the Most Beloved and Sacred Heart of Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament. Hail, holy Queen,
Mother of Mercy, our life, our sweetness
and our hope!
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God Is Aware of Every Tear You Cry

SPIRITUAL D IRECTION

REFLECTIONS FOR OUR

What does the Bible say about our tears? It can often feel that in the darkest of our nights, God
is nowhere to be found. When the storm destroys, when our spouse leaves us, when all we
know is loneliness, does God see our tears? Yes.
God may have put Psalm 56 in the Bible for people
who feel forgotten in their pain. This Psalm says
that every tear David has cried, God has placed in
a bottle. It’s in this intimate imagery that God is
near in our hurt. The God of the universe, hearing
millions of prayers at any given time, is aware of
every tear that leaves your eyes. Psalm 56: 8-11
"You have kept count of my tossing; put my tears
in your bottle. In God, whose word I praise, in the
Lord, I shall not be afraid." There is not a drop of
water that has fallen from your eye that God has
not seen. From the burdens you felt as a 3 year old, to the weights of your teen years. To the
anxieties of your young adulthood, to the complexities of old age. Every burden, painful moment, and anxiety you have faced, God is aware of.
WHY DOES GOD REMEMBER OUR TEARS? Have you ever thought about the reason
we cry? Why would God create a physical act to coincide with our emotional feelings? One
reason may be for the social aspect it provides. Think about how difficult pain is when you are
alone in it. Tears communicate to others your need for support and love. So in one way, God’s
designing of tears was actually a design born from His care for us that tears would symbolize
“I’m hurting” to those near us. If they communicate our pain to those around us, how much
more to God? Psalm 56 teaches us that God does not simply dismiss our pain. He doesn’t
acknowledge it and then move on. No, he records them. He keeps a personal record. He is intimate and caring. This is who our God is. How beautiful does this make our God that He is
telling us He is aware of every tear we cry? And every tear we suppress because of foolish
cultural standards, sinful understanding of masculinity, or the thousands of other reasons we
do not allow tears to fall, God is aware of our struggles. He is sympathetic to our pain. He is
not withdrawing from our confusion whether it’s with sin, anxiety, depression, loneliness,
confusion, loss, doubt, or any other type of pain you face. He understands because Jesus felt
the burdens we feel. (Hebrews 4:13-16) Wasn't Jesus lonely? Didn't He taste abandonment
from God on the cross? Didn't He sense anxiety in the garden when he was sweating blood?
Didn't He live day after day with people who doubted who He was, constantly misunderstood?
Didn’t He weep at the loss of his friend, Lazarus?
A TENDER KING. In God, we do not have a King so lofty and above our difficulties that He
sweeps away our tears with disdain. No, we have a King who has descended into the pain with
us. You do not cry alone. Jesus understands where you are, more than you realize. May this
Psalm be a gentle reminder: your pain is not unseen by the Lord. For now, we have his promises to comfort us. They help us trust in the Lord when it is difficult to see the reasonings and
the whys. But soon, we will hear with our own ears and feel on our own faces, the gentle
hands of God, wiping away our tears — And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying:
“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man, and He will live with them. They will be His
people, and God Himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from
their eyes, and there will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the former
things have passed away.” And the One seated on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things
new.” (Revelation 21:3-5) Until that day, do not forget that He is aware. He is putting things
in motion to show His care for you. And all of this is for sinners, whom He loves.
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The Gift of Fortitude
Through the Gift of Fortitude, the Holy Spirit infuses us with supernatural courage when we are at the end of our strength. In our
weakness, His strength is made perfect. (2 Cor 12:9) Supernatural
Fortitude is founded in the trust that God will work out all things
for good for those who love Him. (Rom 8:28)
This Gift of the Holy Spirit flows out of the theological virtue of
hope; trust that the promises of the Lord are true, especially His
promises of salvation. Hope also
extends to trusting God for our
everyday needs. So when we turn
in trust to the Holy Spirit for
strength in times of trial, we are
exercising hope and the Gift of
Fortitude.
At times we don’t feel like we
have a lot of courage. Sometime
we would rather keep peace than
confront others that may be doing
something morally wrong in a
loving way. While we strongly
agree with the moral teachings of
the Church, you may not feel like
you are a cultural crusader. In fact, you may often find yourself
overwhelmed by life. Based on these observations, you might assume that you missed out on the Gift of the Holy Spirit known as
Fortitude when you received the sacrament of confirmation. After
all, Fortitude, is one of the natural cardinal virtues, is the virtue of
moral courage. Do you feel weak in that department? You may
actually be in exactly the right position to receive Fortitude as a
Gift of the Holy Spirit.
What does the Holy Spirit want to do for you through the Gift of
Fortitude? There are a number of ways that we can draw on the
strength of the Holy Spirit through this Gift.

• The Holy Spirit can help us to choose what is morally right, even
when we find it difficult to do so.
• The Holy Spirit can give us the strength to persevere in our pursuit of what is right and good, even when we’re at the end of our
strength.
• The Holy Spirit empowers us to stand for the good and the right,
even when our courage is stretched beyond the limits of our own
natural power.
• With the Holy Spirit’s help, we can patiently endure suffering and unite it to the cross of Jesus as an
act of love. This practice of uniting our suffering to
Christ’s is called salvific suffering.
• The Holy Spirit can give us the courage to look
within our own hearts and face the evil we find
there. He also gives us the courage to conquer our
sin and to grow in goodness.
• Finally, don’t think of the Gift of Fortitude as a gift
you draw upon only in emergencies or dire situations.

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to live our Faith
in our everyday lives. We can call on the Holy Spirit
to help us do so boldly. Fortitude may inspire you to
reach out in love to someone who seems lonely.
Maybe it will inspire you to finally extend an olive branch to the
person holding a grudge against you. Even the smallest acts of charity take on supernatural significance when they are done with trust
and Fortitude.
The Gifts of the Holy Spirit are expressions of actual grace. In other words, they help us to act in ways that strengthen our relationship with God. Trusting God strengthens our relationship with
Him. Relying on His strength is one way that we partner with God
and participate in the Divine Life. Fortitude helps us overcome sin
and evil so we can embrace God’s goodness. So, even if you don’t
feel brave and strong most of the time, pray for the Gift of Fortitude and draw up on the strength of the Lord.

The Best Padre Pio Books to Read
Padre Pio True Story by Bernard
Ruffin

The Life and Prayers of Saint Padre
Pio by Wyatt North

Pray Hope and Don’t Worry by Diane
Allen

Padre Pio: Stories and Memories of
My Mentor and Friend by Fr. Gabriele
Amorth

Padre Pio: Encounters With a
Spiritual Daughter From Pietrelcina
by Graziella DeNunzio Mandato

Padre Pio: Man of Hope by Renzo
Allegri

Padre Pio's Words of Hope by Eileen
Dunn Bertanzetti

Padre Pio and I: Memoirs of a
Spiritual Son by Adolfo Affatato

Padre Pio's Spiritual Direction for
Every Day by Gianluigi Pasquale

Padre Pio: The Irish Connection by
Colm Keane
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Do You Know Your Parish Priest?
For some of us the interactions with parish
priests involve listening to homilies, partaking
in the Mass, and shaking their hand as you go
out the door leaving Sunday Mass. Here are
some suggestions to support your parish
priest.
Pray - Pray a daily Rosary for your parish
priest and encourage others to pray with you.
Contact your priest and let him know that
you are supporting him through prayer. Offer
your Mass for him.

Live in Unity - Take an active role in your parish community. Attend Mass weekly and become a good steward by offering your gifts
of time and talent. Attend parish sponsored events and/or support
your parish financially.
Manage Your Expectations - Remember your pastor and parish
priests are only human and while they would like to be present to
support all parish happenings and family celebrations, this may be
impossible. Be accepting of your priests. Recognize their individual
gifts to the parish. Help your priests by informing them of illnesses
and special needs within your community.
Avoid Gossip - Come to the banquet of the Lord with a positive
attitude and avoid negative talk that may only lead to misunderstandings. Be mindful of how you speak about your parish priest
with others, especially around children. If you have a disagreement
with your parish priest that cannot be resolved through prayer,
honestly and respectfully discuss it with him in private.

Appreciate
Your
Priests - We all need
positive encouragement and priests need
affirmation too. Tell
your priest when you
enjoy a homily. Thank
him for bringing Jesus
to you. Drop him a
note or card to thank
him for his dedication
to the Lord and the
Catholic
Church.
Make him a dinner or bake him something sweet. Give him a good
book to read like “In Sinu Jesu.”
Encourage Vocations to the Priesthood and Consecrated
Life - Help your priests by praying for an increase of vocations.
Teach your children and grandchildren to be open to the Holy Spirit and invite young men and women to consider religious life as a
vocation. Encourage and support by volunteering your time with the
youth of your parish. Prayerfully support the programs offered by
the Office of Vocations. Befriend a priest and your life will be
changed.
God put some of the greatest priests to serve as parish priests.
Eternal Father, we lift up all the parish priests of the world.
Sanctify them. Heal and guide them. Mold them into the
likeness and holiness of your Son, Jesus, the Eternal Priest.
May their lives be pleasing to You. In Jesus’ name, we pray.
Amen.

Bishop Barron Meets “Padre Pio” … Again
Many of us are eagerly awaiting the new movie about the muchloved Italian saint Padre Pio. In an interesting move, considering
his less than saintly past, the actor Shia LaBoeuf was cast to play
the Capuchin friar.
However, in true LaBoeuf style, he totally embraced the role and
spent time at a Franciscan Capuchin friary based in Burlingame,
California, to better appreciate the work of the friars, and even
went on a pilgrimage. And while he was there, the 36-year-old
met up with Bishop Robert Barron.
The prelate shared on Instagram how the pair saw each other
again at the screening of the movie.
Bishop Barron noted that “it was delightful to see him again at the
screening.” Lots of fans of the actor, and of Padre Pio, are hoping
that the experience in playing St. Pius of Pietrelcina will have a
(Continued on page 6)
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Prayers for Priests
We must pray daily for our priests. Your prayers are
vital in helping to strengthen the priesthood. Please
pray for priests in a holy hour
each week, asking God to give
them grace to overcome temptation and grow in holiness. Our
priests need our prayers now
more than ever.
ACT OF ADORATION FOR
PRIESTS
LORD JESUS CHRIST, Priest
and Victim, behold, I kneel before Thy Eucharistic
Face on behalf of all Thy priests, and especially those
priests of Thine who at this moment, are most in
need of Thy grace. For them and in their place, allow
me to remain, adoring and full of confidence, close to
Thy Open Heart, hidden in this, the Sacrament of
Thy Love.

Dedicate
a Holy
Hour for
Priests in
Adoration.

Through the Maternal and Immaculate Heart of
Mary, our Advocate and the Mediatrix of All Graces,
pour forth upon all the priests of Thy Church that
torrent of mercy that ever flows from Thy pierced
Side, to purify and heal them, to refresh and sanctify
them, and, at the hour of their death, to make them
worthy of joining Thee before the Father, in the
heavenly sanctuary beyond the veil, where Thou art
always living to make intercession for us. Amen.
THE LORD'S PRAYER FOR PRIESTS
Our Father Who art in heaven,

Thy kingdom come,
And may it be built by Your faithful priests through
the sanctity of their lives, their burning zeal for Your
glory, and the salvation of all.
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Eternal Father, do not cease to provide Your Church
with Your holy priests who teach all people Your
holy law.
Give us this day our daily bread,
The bread of grace which nourishes us through Your
sacraments. Enrich Your Church with chosen priests
who bring Your sanctifying grace to all men and
women.
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us.

Send Your people, Lord, chosen and faithful priests,
who by the sacrament of reconciliation bring back to
You numerous hearts in need of your forgiveness.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil.

Lord, if our sins have deprived us of Your friendship,
we ask You: send your priests of mercy among us,
with personal zeal and sacrifice. May they keep our
souls from sin, and lead us to sanctification and eternal salvation. Amen.

You have promised not to leave us orphans. Send
Your holy priests of salvation to give us the Spirit’s
life through the food of faith and charity.
Hallowed be Thy name,
Through Your chosen priests filled with Your Holy
Spirit, may You be made known and loved by all
people on earth.

(Continued from page 5)

positive influence in LaBeouf’s life, with one Instagram commenter
saying:
“Praying for Shia’s conversion. He has the intercession of the most
amazing saint ever in the case! Padre [Pio, OFM],” as shared by
Church Pop.
However, as another commenter pointed out, “The actor is unknown to me, but those around me say that he’s ‘incredibly’ talented. No doubt St. Pio chose him also.”

LaBeouf was actually born to a Jewish mother and Christian father,
and in the past, he considered himself Jewish, but he stated in Interview Magazine in 2014: “I found God doing [the film] Fury. I became a
Christian man.”
Maybe having played the Italian mystic, stigmatist and priest, LaBeouf
will find his heart further opened to the joys of the Catholic faith.
It’s also great to see members of the Church offering their support
to both the movie and the actor. May the paths of Bishop Barron
and Shia LaBeouf cross again in the days to come.
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Dear Spiritual Children of Padre Pio
Last month’s gathering was very patriotic with the help of the Knights of
Columbus. They joined us with the Holy Liturgy and the recitation of the
Patriotic Rosary for the United States. Afterwards the barbeque was well
attended. I would like to thank the Kitchen
Angels and Servers for all your help in making
the picnic a success.
I did a presentation at St. Mary Star of the
Sea in Jackson, Michigan. It was quite a full
house with many young families. I met many
of Padre Pio’s spiritual children. They also
have a Padre Pio Prayer Group at the parish. I
met a man who as a baby could not see. His
mother sent a picture of him to Padre Pio. It
came back with a message that Padre Pio
blessed the picture. They placed on him the
picture and he could see. He carries the
blessed picture in his wallet. I also met with
our speaker from our May gathering, Fr. John
Rocus. He had come back from being on the
set as an extra, from filming of The Chosen (The Loaves and the Fishes).
He said it was quite an experience, especially filming in 100+ degree
weather. Fr. Timothy Nelson, Pastor and Board Member of the Casa Project, was the main celebrant at this Padre Pio Mass. It was a night to remember.
The pilgrims going to EWTN will pick up their packet at the August 6 th
Padre Pio gathering. If you can’t attend, the packets will be mailed on
Monday. We are already being blessed as the Hotel we are staying at
provides a complimentary dinner for us as well as breakfast. Mother Angelica was Italian and for Italians food and hospitality is a form of love.
Thank you Mother for interceding! All payments must be in. We have a
few seats left that are available if anyone has been pondering the trip.
And we will have a breakfast meeting after our gathering in regard to the
Padre Pio Festival. The festival is Sept. 23 which is a Friday night. We
need a lot of help and ideas to make this year bigger and better. We
need gift basket donation s too! Please consider helping. We need you!

So I will end this note with a quote from St. Padre Pio in memorial to our Lady on the Feast of the Assumption.
“Some people are so foolish that they think they can go through life without the help of the Blessed Mother. Go
to the Madonna. Love her! Always say the Rosary. Say it well. Say it as often as you can! Be souls of prayer. Never tire of praying, it is what is essential. Prayer shakes the Heart of God, it obtains necessary graces!”
Blessings and gratitude,
Cindy Russo TOF, Group Leader
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Contact Pat Shea (H: 330-825-4659, C: 330-212-5818, or billpatshea@gmail.com) to add a member to the list.
PRAY FOR OUR SICK SISTERS & BROTHERS
Vincent Baka
Mary Kay Balk
Jacqualine Bercik
Cindy Bernot
Fred Billow
Bonnie Bobrowski
Donna Bolton
Mario Bruschi
Sarojini Bruschi
Gia Cefaratti
John Ciarlariello

Virginia DeJesus
Serena DiCillo
Colin Dinasky
Bob DuMound
Roy Evans
Michele Ferrara
Maryann Finotti
Cynthia Fonseca
Oscar Fonseca
Marty Franck
Bob Garcar

Rose Gullo
Mandy H.
Michael Hurley
Helen Husky
Tony Kazmierczak
Connor Lewis
Jonathan Lipreads
Mark Magda
Fr. Cory Mayer
Joe Morici
Fr. Terry O’Connell

Molly O’Leary
David Peck
Ed Perry
Eleanor Phillips
Carmie Pruchnichi
Steve Pruchnichi
Judy Purdy
Arriana Roberts
Linda Rowsey
Bryson Savnik
Regis Schilling

Bill Shea
Margaret Talbot
Edward Toth
Patricia Toth
Pilgrim George Walters
Joseph Wojtyla
Fr. Chuck Works
Ray Zozar

PRAY FOR OUR SPECIAL INTENTIONS
* That God protect our Group Leader, Cindy Russo, and give
her wisdom in leading our Padre Pio Prayer Group.

* For all Cleveland Seminarians and their families.
* For all the intentions in our online Prayer Basket.

† PRAY FOR OUR RECENTLY DECEASED †
Mary Del Zoppo, Prayer Group member
Fr. Bill O’Neill, Prayer Group member

Padre Pio Spiritual Gifts
As Padre Pio was a humble Capuchin priest, he was the recipient of
some of the most astonishing spiritual gifts: the stigmata, bilocation,
healing, prophecy, and the ability to read souls. He quickly gained the
attention of thousands due to the countless miracles attributed to him.
Crowds traveled from all over the world to meet him or to have him
hear their Confession. To this day, the stories about his miracles continue to inspire belief in those who were previously skeptical. The
Catechism of the Catholic Church defines miracles as “a sign or wonder such as a healing, or control of nature, which can only be attributed to God.” Jesus performed countless miracles—by His own power—throughout His public ministry to demonstrate His divinity and to
point us to His Heavenly Kingdom. While reading through stories of
Padre Pio’s miracles and spiritual gifts, you may have realized how
similar the miracles performed by Padre Pio were compared with
those performed by Christ! Of course, the saints
do not perform miracles by their own power, but
are channels of God’s power. He works through
them and through the conformity of their will to
His. Still, we can see that Padre Pio and his miracles were a humble reflection of Christ Himself.
Perhaps Padre Pio’s most surprising spiritual gift
was the gift of bilocation. Padre Carmelo of
Sessano (see photo), who was the superior of
Padre Pio’s friary between 1953-1959, tells an

amusing account of one of these occasions: He was with Padre Pio and
some other friars attending a show at a concert hall that adjoined the
friary. Padre Pio followed along during the show with great interest
and enthusiasm. During the intermission, Padre Carmelo recalls seeing
Padre Pio leaned forward and rested his head and arms on the back of
the chair in front of him, silent and motionless. The friars assumed that
he was tired and did not disturb him while he rested in this position
for about five minutes. As the intermission ended, Padre Pio sat back
up, and spoke with his fellow friars. Padre Carmelo thought nothing of
the incident until the next day. He was visiting a sick man in town, and
the man thanked Father Carmelo for allowing Padre Pio to visit him
the previous evening. Father Carmelo was perplexed. He had been
with Padre Pio at the concert hall—and he (Pio) had gone straight back
to the friary once the show ended. Pio hadn’t left to visit anyone that
evening. When Father Carmelo explained this to the man, he
and his entire family continued to insist that Padre Pio had
physically been in the house. When Padre Carmelo asked the
precise time of this visit, the answer was the exact time of the
show’s intermission—during which Padre Pio had appeared to
be napping!
When we reflect on Padre Pio’s fascinating life—with its miracles and profound offering of the Sacred Liturgy—let it be an
invitation to deeper faith, prayer, and a stronger relationship
with the God who loves us. St. Padre Pio, pray for us!

BEST WISHES to our Spiritual Children celebrating birthdays and special occasions in the month of August!
WEBSITE: WWW.PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG

CONTACT US: INFO@PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG

FACEBOOK: WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PADREPIOCLEVELAND

TWITTER: @PADREPIOCLEVEOH

The Padre Pio Prayer Group of Cleveland is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

