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UPCOMING
EVENTS:

Oct 10-13 Pray for the pilgrims
on the pilgrimage to

EWTN in Alabama

Oct 15 Rosary Rally on
Twinsburg Town
Square at Noon (see
page 7) or attend

one in your
community

Nov 5 Padre Pio Prayer
Group Gathering

beginning with
Rosary at 8:00 AM
and Mass at 8:30 AM,
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Check the online
Community Bulletin
Board on our website
to view upcoming
events in the area
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The “Winning” Strategy
St. Padre Pio was banned from celebrating Mass
publicly or even giving spiritual direction to his followers. Many were skeptical of Padre Pio’s miraculous stigmata and all the attention he was getting
from the thousands of pilgrims who flocked to his
monastery. Some in the Vatican worried that Padre
Pio’s fame was based on a lie and that people were
following a false prophet.
They launched multiple investigations. They planted
secret listening devices to
hear his conversations.
There were a few among the
hierarchy who were fixed on
catching Padre Pio, and who
insisted that he was fooling
everyone and leading a double life. This turned into an
effort to move the beloved
friar to a different monastery
and to forbid him from acting as a priest in a public
manner. The local people were furious when they
heard he was to be moved. They barred the door
from a priest they believed would take Padre Pio
away. The crowd didn’t leave until Padre Pio spoke
to them, saying, “My blessed children … Now I
implore you to listen to me, as you always do, and
return to your homes without harming anyone.”

Our Lady of
Guadalupe Church,
9080 Shepard Rd,

V O L U M E

This made it clear to Church officials that Padre Pio
could not be moved peacefully. Instead, the Vatican
decided to restrict his faculties, removing him from
public life. Padre Pio was stripped of all the faculties
of his priestly ministry except the faculty to celebrate the Holy Mass, provided that it is done in
private, within the walls of the friary, in the inner
chapel, and not publicly in church. It was a difficult
cross for him to bear, but he obeyed and submitted
to the decree. The superior of the monastery read
to Padre Pio the decree and the saintly friar responded, “God’s will be done … The will of the
superiors is the will of God.” Padre Pio would spend
the next several years in silence, celebrating Mass
privately and accepting no visitors. He couldn’t even
write to his spiritual children.
Often, the loudest thing you can say is silence; the
best communication is no communication at all. No,

not out of spite; not the “silent treatment,” but
keeping tight lips when opening them will only spark
a fight. Why be drained? Why be tense? There’s that
old saying: no one regrets what one hasn’t said. Like
most “truisms,” that’s not entirely true: There are
times we have to point things out, counter a wrong,
and cite things — especially danger. There are instances
when
we may regret
what
wasn’t
said. It is the
Holy Spirit who
separates that
for us.
When do you
regret what you
say? How often
do you step
back
before
saying or texting something? When what you say is
retaliation, it is pride; it comes from anger, jealousy,
from dislike when it’s part of a feud or endless debate. Have you actually ever convinced someone by
debating or arguing with them? Maybe it happens on
occasion. Pride causes us to be entrenched. Pride
leads to unproductive discourse (or texts). Pride is
the energy of friction and division. Few can accept
when they’re wrong!
It takes humility to let argumentation fall into the
vacuum of silence. In fact, humility solves many
problems. It is key in relationships, whether temporal or spiritual. You can’t effectively battle the
enemy if you are proud.
That’s not to say you shouldn’t maintain your view
when it is righteous. No. Stand your ground, especially when it comes to faith. But one-upmanship is
counterproductive. We should never argue; we
must never hate (a person); we should never talk
from the energy of ego; we should not strive to
make ourselves large. Above all, even though the
accusations put against him proved false (and he
would eventually be allowed to minister without
restrictions), Padre Pio submitted to the decree and
remained silent, trusting in God’s provident plan.
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“The Rosary is the ‘weapon’ for these times.” - Saint Padre Pio of Pietrelcina
By now, we have all heard about the article in The Atlantic Magazine on how one of
their writers wrote that the Rosary was being taken over by extreme radicals that are
using the Rosary as a “weapon” to cause harm to others. The writer wanted his readers
to think that the Rosary could actually “hurt”, “maim”, or “kill” someone. The writer
was oblivious that the Rosary is a weapon, a spiritual weapon, to fight against Satan
and his devils. It is the weapon to defend and protect us in our spiritual battles. We
know that Padre Pio mentions that the Rosary is our weapon against the powers of evil
and here are a few quotes. Padre Pio said:
"With this weapon you will win."
"The Rosary is the weapon of defense and salvation."
"The Rosary is the weapon given us by Mary to use against the tricks of the infernal
enemy."
There have been others who have also been quoted as saying or writing that the Rosary
is a weapon against evil. Here a few of them.

Reading a note from a faithful was
no excuse to let the Rosary fall
from his hand.

“Give me an army saying the Rosary, and I will conquer the world.” - Blessed Pope
Pius IX

“The holy Rosary is a powerful weapon. Use it with confidence and you’ll be amazed at the results.”
- Saint Josemaria Escriva

“One day, through the Rosary and the Scapular, Our Lady will save the world.” - Saint Dominic
“The Rosary is the scourge of the devil.” - Pope Adrian VI

S P I R I T UA L D I R E C TO R

REFLECTIONS FROM OUR

“The Rosary is a powerful weapon to put the demons to flight and to keep oneself from sin . . .” Pope Pius XI

“The Immaculate alone has from God the promise of victory over Satan. She seeks souls that will
consecrate themselves entirely to her, that will become in her hands forceful instruments for the defeat of Satan and the spread of God’s kingdom.” - Saint Maximilian Kolbe

We need to remind ourselves that Our Lady gave Saint Dominic the Rosary as a weapon to combat the
awful Albigensian heresy. The Albigensians believed that the body was an intrinsic evil and that the
soul must be liberated from earthly matter at all costs. This was during the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. Evil still exists today and we need to continue to fight against evil. We also have to defend ourselves against evil and to save the souls of as many people as possible from the Evil One.
During this Month of the Holy Rosary, see if you can add an extra Rosary, here or there. It does not
have to be every day, but if you have the opportunity, pray a second or third Rosary. Remember, it is
said that Padre Pio prayed over thirty Rosaries in a day. “Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death.” Amen.
Let us remember the pilgrims that will be on the pilgrimage to EWTN and the Shrine of the Most
Blessed Sacrament in Alabama this month. Keep us in your prayers for safe travel and spiritual renewal.

Our Lady of the Rosary, Pray for Us!
Faithfully yours,

FR.

EDW A RD

J.

JANOCH,

SPIRITUA L

DIRECT OR
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What Makes Religious Relics
The veneration of relics has a long history in Christian devotional
practice. In the first three centuries of Christianity, Christians,
whose religion was outlawed, prayed at the entombed bodies of
martyrs, who were executed for refusing to renounce their new
faith. After the Roman Empire legalized Christianity in the early
fourth century, smaller buildings called shrine churches were sometimes built around the tomb of a martyr. At times, the bodies of the
martyr were exhumed by local bishops and reburied within the city
itself, in a special tomb beneath the floor of a larger church
or basilica. Prior to this practice, bodies of the dead were
kept in tombs and catacombs built outside of the city’s walls
so as to separate them from the “city” of the living. But
Christians believed in the power of the martyrs and, later,
other saintly persons to intercede on their behalf with God.
Saints were respected and their relics and images venerated,
but they were not adored or worshipped as God might be.
After Emperor Constantine legalized Christianity, Jerusalem
became an important center for Christians who wanted to
make religious trips to visit the places where Jesus and his
apostles lived and preached. The term pilgrimage, meaning
journey, originated at the time. As Christianity spread
throughout Europe, beyond the boundaries of the Roman
Empire, so did the practice of venerating the saints.

The demands for a saintly “body” increased, and so the remains of
famous or local saints were divided into pieces, which included clippings of hair, or sometimes whole body parts. These “relics” – from
a Latin word meaning “something left behind” – were frequently
placed in special containers or display cases, called reliquaries. The
more famous the relic, the more pilgrims would make their way to
the church or monastery where it was kept, and the more the clergy could earn through the offerings visitors made at the shrine.
According to Catholic tradition relics
were divided into several classes, depending on their relationship to Christ or
the saints. There are three classes of
sacred relics. The first-class is a part of
the saint’s body. (It is this type which is
placed in an altar stone.) It could be a
fragment of a saint’s actual body, like a
tooth, hair clipping, or sliver of bone. The
second-class is a piece of the saint’s
clothing or something used by the saint,
while the third-class is an object which
has been touched to a first-class relic.
Our Prayer Group has been blessed with
several Padre Pio 1st and 2nd class relics.

The Relationship Between Two Saints
St. Francis (Feast Day October 4th) is the model of humility. He
wanted his brothers to be called “lesser” and the superior of the
Order to bear the name “servant.” The stigmatization of St. Francis
(1224) is a prominent moment in the history of medieval sainthood
in Latin Christianity. According to medieval assessment, none of the
saints managed to get so close to Christ whom they strove to emulate, as Francis, respected as “alter Christo’s” by contemporaries
and posterity. This resemblance found its bodily expression by his
reception of the wounds of Passion, the stigmata.
Though Franciscans insisted that this was a unique privilege given to
their founder, several hundreds of stigmatics showed up in the subsequent eight centuries. The most
popular among them was the
Capuchin friar Pio da Pietrelcina,
known as Padre Pio (1887-1968).
He was named after St. Francis,
Francesco Forgione. Padre Pio:
was a “Second St. Francis” for our
troubled times. St. Francis was
Padre Pio’s Spiritual Father. As
Spiritual Children of St. Pio, St.
Francis would be our Spiritual
Grandfather.
St. Pio was stigmatized in 1918,
canonized in 2002. Though his
stigmata, and the out-of-the-

ordinary unfolding around him had initially an ambivalent and controversial reception, by now Padre Pio became the most popular
recent saint of the Catholic Church, in Italy and also beyond. The
stigmata would confirm Padre Pio’s sanctity and his union with the
Cross of Christ as a victim soul for the good of the world. The
bloody and terribly painful marks of the wounds of the Lord’s Passion on his hands, feet, and side reveal an instance of the sublime
union between a man and his Savior. Like St. Francis before him,
Padre Pio was favored with the stigmata because he had submerged
his individual self in Christ, so as to become truly an alter Christus,
that is, “another Christ.” Padre Pio bore the stigmata for 50 years,
until his death on September 23, 1968. His stigmata had been widely
witnessed; even one of the doctors sent to examine the Padre by
the Holy See, Amico Nignami, who was an outspoken atheist, came
to eventually recognize his stigmata as authentic and a gift from
God.
Peace Prayer of Saint Francis
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: where there is hatred,
let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is
doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness,
light; where there is sadness, joy. O divine Master, grant that I may
not so much seek to be consoled as to console, to be understood
as to understand, to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we
receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying
that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

3

OCT OBER

2022

P AGE

Three Incredible Models
In 1943, Rita Rizzo (later EWTN founder Mother Mary Angelica) was 19 years old and suffered from severe gastrointestinal problems. She couldn’t eat anything but crackers,
tea, and stale bread. She endured severe stomach spasms
and pain. “I couldn’t sleep or eat. My hands would shake and
my left arm would get numb,” Mother Angelica wrote for
Raymond Arroyo’s book, Mother Angelica: The Remarkable
Story of a Nun, Her Nerve, and a Network of Miracles. Her only
alleviation from pain was a surgical corset that tore into her
skin causing blisters. One family friend suggested Rita meet
Rhoda Wise, a supposed 20th century stigmatist, mystic and
convert to Catholicism. Wise also once endured severe
health problems, including a ruptured bowel and wounded
abdomen, as well as a severe leg wound. Her problems were
so severe that she prayed for death.
Rhoda Wise’s Visions of Jesus and St. Therese In
1939, Wise said Jesus and St. Therese appeared to her in
her Ohio home. St. Therese came to her bedside, opened
her abdominal wound, and spoke to her. “She then placed
her hand on my abdomen and said: ‘I am the Little Flower.
You have been tried
in the fire and not
found wanting. Faith
cures all things.’”
Wise said following
that moment, she
“was astounded to
find that the wound
on my abdomen was
entirely closed…The
ruptured bowel, too,
was entirely healed.”
Wise said St. Therese
appeared to her an
additional time, also
healing her severely
wounded leg. “The
Little Flower stood by my bed and said, ‘That is a very little
thing. Stand up and walk.’ “I placed my feet on the floor and
stood up, and as I did so the cast, over a foot long, split
open from top to bottom, and I easily stepped out of it. The
Little Flower then said: ‘Go to church now,’ and immediately
disappeared.” (According to Arroyo’s book, “Msgr. George
Habig, Wise’s reluctant spiritual director, told friends and
church officials that he believed the healings to be authentic
and supernatural.”) Wise also received the stigmata, suffering Christ’s wounds on the first Friday of every month from
12 pm – 3 pm from 1942-1945. She also suffered “invisible
wounds” until her death in 1948.

Rhoda Wise Meets Rita Rizzo (Mother Angelica)
Rita’s mother, Mae Rizzo, wanted Rita to meet with Wise.
Rita had her speculations, because her faith was not developed. However, Mother Angelica said she was “so happy
that my mother wanted to go that I figured, what can I
lose?” When Rita and her mother arrived at Rhoda’s home,
Rhoda suggested Rita sit in “Our Lord’s chair,” where she
said she had conversations with Jesus. During their visit,
Rhoda gifted Rita with prayers to St. Therese. She told her
to pray this novena and make a sacrifice along with her prayers. She also requested that Rita spread devotion to the
Little Flower if God cured her. Rita prayed and sacrificed as
Rhoda requested for the novena. Throughout the novena,
however, Rita’s stomach pain and spasms continued. On Jan.
17, 1943, after the novena’s ninth day, Rita experienced the
most extreme pain and spasms she had ever known early
that morning. “It seemed that something was pulling my
stomach out,” Mother Angelica told Raymond Arroyo in his
book. At the time, Rita’s surgical corset was removed due to
skin blisters, and because of her severe pain, she thought
about putting it back on before getting up. However, she
heard a voice say “get up
and walk” without the corset. Although she continued experiencing pain in
her stomach, she said “it
was different from the other pain.” “I knew I didn’t
need that brace and I knew
I was healed.” “When the
Lord came in and healed
me through the Little Flower, I had a whole different
attitude,” Mother Angelica
added. “I knew there was a
God; I knew that God
knew me and loved me and
was interested in me. I didn’t know that before. All I wanted to do after my healing
was give my life to Jesus.” Rita did not know how to give her
life to Jesus, so she leaned on Rhoda Wise, who “became
her model of sanctity and a seminal spiritual influence.”
Mother Angelica went on to spread devotion to St. Therese,
as she initially promised, by sending letters, prayers, and
badges of the Sacred Heart of Jesus to those who sent letters to Rhoda Wise’s house. Rita wrote the following about
her conversion in a 1943 letter: “…before I was cured, I was
a lukewarm Catholic…now I love [our Lord] so that there
are times when I think I will die. When I think of all that He
has done for me and how little I have done for Him, I could
cry.”
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St. Padre
Pio Feast
Day and
Festa
23 September
2022
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St. Therese and Praying for Priests
When St. Therese
was fourteen years
old, she went on a
month-long pilgrimage prior to visiting
the Holy Father in
Rome. There were
many priests on this
pilgrimage. She met
many holy priests
and she met many
priests who taught
her that they can be
weak and in need of
prayer. Here is what
she wrote:

Many
priests
taught her
that they
can be
weak and
in need of
prayer.

Let Your holy love surround them and shield
them from the world’s contagion.
Bless their labors with abundant fruit and may
the souls to whom they minister be their joy and
consolation here and in heaven their beautiful
and everlasting crown. Amen.

St. Therese’s Prayer for Priests #2
Jesus, I pray for your faithful and fervent
priests; for your unfaithful and tepid priests;

for your priests laboring at home or abroad in
distant mission fields;
for your tempted priests;

“I met many saintly
priests that month,
but I also found that
in spite of being
above angels by their supreme dignity, they
were nonetheless men and still subject to
human weakness. If the holy priests, ‘the
salt of the earth,’ as Jesus calls them in the
Gospel, have to be prayed for, what about
the lukewarm? Again, as Jesus says, ‘If the
salt shall lose its flavor, with what shall it
be salted?’ I understood my vocation in
Italy.”

for your lonely and desolate priests;

St. Therese understood her vocation to be
“an apostle to apostles” and to pray for
priests. When Therese made her religious
vows at Carmel, she said, “I came to save
souls, and especially to pray for priests.”

the priests at whose Masses I’ve assisted and
who’ve given me Your Body and Blood in Holy
Communion;

St. Therese’s Prayer for Priests #1
O Jesus, eternal Priest, keep your priests within
the shelter of Your Sacred Heart, where none
may touch them.
Keep unstained their anointed hands, which
daily touch Your Sacred Body.

Keep unsullied their lips, daily purpled with
your Precious Blood.
Keep pure and unearthly their hearts, sealed
with the sublime mark of the priesthood.

for your young priests;
for your dying priests;
for the souls of your priests in Purgatory.
But above all, I recommend to you the priests
dearest to me:
the priest who baptized me;
the priests who’ve absolved me from my sins;

the priests who’ve taught and instructed me;
all the priests to whom I am indebted in any
other way, especially [Name].

O Jesus, keep them all close to your heart, and
bless them abundantly in time and in eternity.
Amen.
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Dear Spiritual Children of Padre Pio
At our September gathering we heard a beautiful presentation from Fr. David Bline,
a spiritual priest son of Padre Pio. You could hear a pin drop as he spoke. He shared
many stories of his God occurrences with Padre Pio. He showed how the more resistant he was, the more Padre Pio tugged at him. This month I had the privilege to
speak at Guardian Angels Parish. What a Holy Spirit filled evening! The feast day celebration was beyond my wildest dreams. It was amazing! Approximately 300 devotees came to celebrate our Beloved Padre Solemnity. I felt like we were at the wedding banquet, which we were at Holy Mass, then off to the reception. Lt. Collins and
K9 Officer Pio received a blessing during the Mass. Lt. Collins was really blown away
at all the love and generosity of Padre Pio’s Spiritual Children. I ask you to pray for
their protection daily. Also, many new Spiritual Children took the oath and many
more renewed their promise. Many thanks for our celebrants: Fr. Kevin Shemuga, Fr.
Bill Browne and Fr. Dennis Kristancic. They were pleasantly surprised how many
came to a Friday night Mass.
Now on to the Festa! What an
event! My heart is full of gratitude for all the volunteers who
made this happen. The planning
for this was over three months
and all the hard work showed.
Mary and Tom Dye chaired the
event. They kept us on track and
very detailed. Thank you to our
Gift Basket Committee (many generous donors), Raffle Committee
(including the quilt makers), Food Committee (the Cavatelli, Homemade
Sauce and Meatballs, Italian Sausage and Pizza were perfection), Bakery
Committee (we had more bakery than the grocery store has), Beverage
Committee, the Parish Staff, Set-up and Clean-up Committee (three
tents), Fire Pit Committee, Religious Goods Committee, Rosary Leaders,
Liturgy Committee, the Knights of Columbus, AM 1260 The Rock, the Music and Entertainment Committee (Fr. Guido), our Editor, and everyone
who donated their prayers, time and donations, and anyone else I may
have forgotten to thank. It was a night to remember! It was my 12 th Anniversary of the appearance of Padre Pio in Rome to me. So, lastly, I am
thankful to God that He has given us this Saint to direct us from heaven.
I am humbly honored to be your Group Leader.
Love,
Cindy Russo TOF
Group Leader
P.S. See page 6 of this newsletter for pictures from our Feast Day Mass
and Festa.
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We welcome all of your prayer intentions, so please let Pat Shea know so we can add them to our list.
(H: 330-825-4659, C: 330-212-5818, or billpatshea@gmail.com)
PRAY FOR OUR SICK SISTERS & BROTHERS
Vincent Baka
Mary Kay Balk
Jacqualine Bercik
Cindy Bernot
Fred Billow
Bonnie Bobrowski
Donna Bolton
Mario Bruschi
Sarojini Bruschi
Jo Burgio
Jan Cornhachion
Gia Cefaratti
John Ciarlariello

Jane Colan
Patti Collett
Virginia DeJesus
Serena DiCillo
Colin Dinasky
Bob DuMound
Roy Evans
Michele Ferrara
Maryann Finotti
Cynthia Fonseca
Oscar Fonseca
Marty Franck
Bob Garcar

Rose Gullo
Mandy H.
Kyle Hrabusa
Michael Hurley
Helen Husky
Tony Kazmierczak
Jo Ann Krummel
Camryn Leavens
Connor Lewis
Jonathan Lipreads
Mark Magda
Jean Massingill
Fr. Cory Mayer

Tina Mazzone
Joe Morici
Fr. Terry O’Connell
Molly O’Leary
David Peck
Ed Perry
Eleanor Phillips
Carmie Pruchnichi
Steve Pruchnichi
Judy Purdy
Arriana Roberts
Linda Rowsey
Bryson Savnik

Regis Schilling
Bill Shea
Margaret Talbot
Clay Toreson
Edward Toth
Patricia Toth
Pilgrim George Walters
Joseph Wojtyla
Fr. Chuck Works
Ray Zozar

PRAY FOR OUR SPECIAL INTENTIONS
* For protection for all of our priests that are our Spiritual
Directors.
* For Fr. Terry for safe travels and a renewed strength for
him as he prays and blesses all he meets.

* For Our Lady of Guadalupe Church and members as they
bless us as we gather in their church.
* For all of our seminarians at all stages of their studies.
* For all the intentions in our online Prayer Basket.

† PRAY FOR OUR RECENTLY DECEASED †
Frank Milota
Gib Zilner

The Final Apparition
Some 70,000 people filled the Cova da Iria during the final appariDear Lady of Fatima, we come on bended knee to beg Your
tion on October 13, 1917, when Lucia heard the woman in white
intercession for peace and unity. Dear Mary, won't You
say, “I am the Lady of the Rosary. I want you to tell them to build a
show us the right and shining way; we pledge our love and
chapel here, and to continue to say the rosary every day.” The
offer You a Rosary each day. You promised at Fatima, each
crowd didn’t see the Lady, but they saw the “miracle of the sun,”
time that You appeared, to help us if we pray to You, to
which appeared to
banish war and fear. Dear Lady, on First Saturdays, we ask
roll and bounce
Your guiding hand for grace and guidance here on earth
across the sky, radiand protection for our land. Amen.
ating colors. Despite
this spectacular event, the Fatima apparitions did not become widely known for many
years. As the Lady foretold, Francisco and Jacinta Marto soon died in the flu pandemic—Francisco in 1919, when work on the chapel began; Jacinta in 1920, when the first
cedarwood statue was installed there on May 13. The two Marto children were solemnly canonized by Pope Francis at the Sanctuary of Our Lady of Fátima, in Portugal
on 13 May 2017.

BEST WISHES to our Spiritual Children celebrating birthdays and special occasions in the month of October!
WEBSITE: WWW.PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG

CONTACT US: INFO@PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG

FACEBOOK: WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PADREPIOCLEVELAND

TWITTER: @PADREPIOCLEVEOH

The Padre Pio Prayer Group of Cleveland is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

