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Christmas

season was St. Padre Pio’s
favorite time of the year. Let us not lose
focus on the true meaning of Christmas. We
tend to get caught up in the parties,
shopping, cooking, baking, and decorating.
Our prayer life tends to fall on the wayside.
By the time Christmas comes we are
physically exhausted. St. Padre Pio clearly
understands that we have worldly wants and
desires, but the core of his message is that
what really matters is our faith and love for
Our Lord. It all stems from the precious
birth. The true gift of Christmas is the gift of
Jesus Christ.
Let us pray: St. Padre Pio, may Jesus fill
our hearts with love. Help us stay focused
on the true gift of Christmas. May we truly
feel Jesus’ presence. For in the city of David
a savior is born who is Messiah and Lord.
Let us praise and give glory to the Holy
family. Thank you God for the true
Christmas gift. Amen.
IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER!
December 8—Feast of the Immaculate Conception
also Our Lady’s Hour of Grace 12-1. Pray to Our Lady and ask for her Graces during this hour.
January 2, 2014—Holy Hour for Vocations 7. p.m. St. Barnabas Church
January 4, 2014 – Padre Pio Prayer Group Gathering 8:30 a.m. St. Barnabas Parish
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Reflections from the Spiritual Director
“I long for you, O Lord. With all my soul I thirst for you.”
Psalm 63

These words reflect this time of Advent and Christmas. It is a time of waiting and watching and
hoping. It is a time of renewal and reward. It is a time of soul searching and soul awakening.
Emanuel, “God with us,” came to us two thousand thirteen years ago as a baby. Israel longed for
Him, hoped for Him, prayed for Him. But when He arrived, no one knew He had come except for
some shepherds and the Magi. But what are we waiting and watching and hoping for. In some
cases, we wait and watch and hope for Christmas cards, letters and packages from family, relatives,
friends and loved ones. These fail in comparison to the one we are waiting and watching and
hoping for, Jesus the Christ; “wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.”
Today we miss our Lord like those of times past. Our expectation of who Christ is does not reflect
who Christ really is. He is seen as the clean-looking, pristine holy card image to many people, but
we soon discover that He is the saliva-drooling cancer patient, the soiled clothed beggar, the
shivering homeless person, the unforgiving brother, the nagging sister, the lonely neighbor that
may inhabit our own home. Christ is here, let us go out and meet Him. For it is in our daily
interaction with all of God’s creation that Christ will be revealed to us. Christ comes into our lives
now. Another way He comes to us is in the Sacraments, Christ’s gifts to us of His presence among
us, wrapped in words and deeds (form and matter).
Let us not forget that we also await Christ’s return to us at the end of time, whether it is at the hour
of our death or when the world comes to an end; He who is wrapped in Glory, Might and Majesty.
I found an article (see insert) that expresses Padre Pio’s excitement for the Christmas Season. I
hope you enjoy this small gift that I present to you for Christmas.

Rev. Edward J. Janoch
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KEEPER OF THE INN
Have you ever asked the Holy Spirit to show you who is laying
in the manger? He will show you Jesus as “Emanuel.” God
wants you to ask Him to increase your love for Jesus. “Come
Lord Jesus and open my heart today.” Christmas should be
about God who sent His only Son to save the world. The birth
of Jesus is the most magnificent gift that we have been given.
Is there any room in the Inn [your heart] for Jesus? Can you
make room or are you burdened with all the distractions and
responsibilities of Christmas? This is the enemy’s prime time to
keep peace out of your heart. Distraction is the enemy’s best
friend.
Make time to be thankful and prayerful. Is your heart so full
of the wrong priorities, that there is no room in your Inn for
Jesus? It might be time to clean and purge. The clutter of
sadness, worry, hatefulness, prejudice, envious, lustfulness
and unforgiveness will make no room for Jesus. You know
what sins you are harboring. Confession is the best way to
prepare for Jesus. It is a great restart. Make your Inn clean.
Increase the size of your Inn buy doing acts of kindness and
charity. The smallest deeds can make a huge impact. Put
your trust in Jesus. He wants you to follow Him and the
clearer you will understand who Jesus is.
When we think of Jesus in the manger, we also think
of Mary and Joseph. What an example of love and
obedience. Will you be the Shepard or the Wise Man
who seeks Him to honor, worship and bring Him
gifts? Just stop each day for 15 minutes and meditate
on Baby Jesus. Padre Pio said, “Stay very close to the
crib of the most beautiful child. Have a great love for
this heavenly child. Respectful in the familiarity, you
will gain with Him through prayer and totally
delighted in the joy of feeling the holy aspirations and
effects of totally belonging to Him.”

Prayer: Padre Pio, Lead us each day to a
closer relationship with Jesus. Teach me to be
the best Keeper of the Inn. Help me to
appreciate your coming among us as a little
child. May Mary be the star, which shines on
your path and guides us to you. Let everyday,
all year, be Christmas.
Amen
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THE NEW EVANGELIZATION
AND MARY
Are you discouraged with the socialism and paganism of our “culture of death?”
When Cortez conquered the Aztecs around 1550, the Bishop of Mexico and his
priests were very discouraged because only a handful of the people embraced
the Catholic faith. One approach of the missionaries was to offer the people a
“pure faith”, not focusing on rituals or popular devotions. The simple people
found this approach too abstract.
Jesus sent His Mother to help. She appeared to a lonely Indian, Juan Diego, and
gave him roses which didn’t bloom in December, to give to the doubting bishop
as a sign. In addition to the roses, on his cloak or tilma, there was the picture of
Mary, later called “Our Lady of Guadalupe.”
God outdid himself in ingenuity! When the people saw the image they
immediately understood its symbolism from their own pagan culture. Mary was
a dark humble woman like themselves, not like the arrogant Spaniards who
conquered them. She blocked out the sun which they believed was God. She
was not a goddess, but with hands folded, was praying to her invisible God. Her
black broach on her stomach was a sign she was pregnant, about to give birth to
many sons and daughters. She was stepping forward looking to a “future of
hope“, rather than their former religion. The stars on her cloak were set in
perfect order, symbolizing that the era of their old religion was finished and a
new era was being ushered in according to their “reading of the stars.” The
image spoke to them so convincingly that eight million people in seven years
were evangelized and embraced the faith. A Pentecost every day for seven
years! Mary made the difference! Her image is still miraculously intact in the
Basilica of Our lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City.
Padre Pio had a intense devotion to Mary and said, that the Rosary is our
greatest weapon against evil. It is said that Mary can be the bridge between
Christians and Muslims who honor her. Mary can transform our culture too, if
enough of us pray, [especially the rosary], make the First Saturday Devotions
and do penance as she requested in Fatima. Her feast day is December 12th. To
learn more tune In to EWTN on 12/14/13 at 5pm.adults and 12/9/13 animated
version for children.

4

Those of us at the
Padre Pio Prayer Group of Cleveland,
Wish your Family a
Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year

"One thing only is necessary, to be close to Jesus." This was his
lifelong quest, and his premier advice to all of his spiritual children.
"Be close to Jesus." It is good counsel for all of us as we experience
another Advent. Perhaps in God's presence we are shy and reticent,
or nervous and talkative, or fearful and belligerent, or brave and
boastful. Does it really matter what we say or feel, or if we say or feel
anything? Saint Pio's continuing message to us is that only one thing
counts: that we find a way to be with Jesus. This Advent, let us join
Padre Pio as he hastens to the God-Child, heeding the angels and
following the star, to experience God's nearness, where anything and
everything are possible.

May God Comfort the Sick
Through Our Prayers
Abbot Christopher Schwartz O.S. B.
Mike Friess, Jerry Lewis
James Green, Helen Husky
Judy Selby, Joy Zivzak
Diane Zuercher, Dennis Houlahan
Dan Houlahan, Gina Sacco
Carmelita Pruchnicki, Robert Snyder
Richard Merecki, Luella Merecki
Ed Chesar, Michael Orbany
Nicholas Anthony DiDonato,

Let us Pray for the
Deceased Soul of Our Sister,
Charlene Battini

