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St. Padre Pio clearly understands that
we have worldly wants and desires, but
the core of his message is that what really
matters is our faith and love for Our Lord.
It all stems from the precious birth. The
true gift of Christmas is the gift of Jesus
Christ.
Let us pray:
St. Padre Pio, may Jesus fill our
hearts with love.
Help us stay focused on the true
gift of Christmas.
May we truly feel Jesus’ presence?
For in the city of David a Savior is born.
Who is Messiah and Lord.
Let us praise and give glory to
the Holy family.
Thank you God for our
true Christmas gift.
Amen.

SAVE THE DATE!
December 8, 2014—Feast of the Immaculate Conception
December 8, 2014--Our Lady’s Hour of Grace Noon-1. Pray to Our Lady
and ask for her Graces during this hour.
December 12, 2014—Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
A Blessed and Happy New Year!
January 1, 2015—Solemnity of Mary, Holy Day of Obligation
January 3, 2015 – Padre Pio Prayer Group Gathering 8:30 a.m. St. Barnabas

“Then the wolf shall be a guest of the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and the
young lion shall browse together, with a little child to guide them.”
Isaiah 11:6
We come again to that time of the year when we are called to reflect on the birth of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. His coming had been foretold throughout salvation history and the above quote from
Isaiah reminds us that this Child will do the impossible; this Child will bring Peace to this fallen world. What
seems to be impossible to the human race will be possible to our God, made Man in the Flesh; Jesus Christ.
The impossible will be possible, through the guidance of a Child.
Everything today is supposed to be for the “child”. Where is our desire to remember this truly
“Special” Child, Jesus Christ in our world today? Somehow our World wants to forget this Child. This Child
expects too much from us. This Child expects us to forgive our enemies and to love our persecutors. This
Child expects us to love God and our neighbor. This Child expects us to imitate Him, even to death; if we are
called to this great witness of our faith. This Child expects us to challenge everything that the world places
before us in its desire to replace that which is Holy for the mere materialistic. This Child expects us to
change the world into His heavenly Kingdom and not the Kingdom into our “earthly world”. This Child
expects us to do what the world says is impossible to do. Are we ready to remember and do what this Child
expects us to do?
St. Pio of Pietrelcina had a devotion to the El Nino; The Child. The Christ Child had appeared to
Padre Pio. Here is an excerpt from Bob and Penny Lord:
All of a sudden, the entire room lit up. In a burst of heavenly light, there appeared the Child Jesus,
resting in the arms of Saint Padre Pio, whose face turned radiant. He looked at the Child Jesus, Who
returned his look with great love, and great intensity. This lasted only a few moments.
His devotion to the Child Jesus was the same as for the Crucified Jesus and the Blessed Sacrament. He sums
it all up when he says: "In the end, the gamble of our life is all in this Child."
The Christ Child has led the world since his foreshadowing in the Old Testament and has continued
since his birth in Bethlehem, two thousand fourteen years ago. Let us let this Child guide us today in this
present world so that He will guide us in the future into Paradise. We wait in joyful hope, for the coming of
our Savior, Jesus Christ.
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In 1531, the Aztec Indians in Mexico were suffering terribly. They had been
conquered by the Spaniards who were not treating them well at all. To remedy
the situation, Mary chose Juan Diego to go to the bishop and tell him about her.
Juan was from the lowest caste and had very little confidence or self-esteem.
Although tortured by the challenge, he did what Mary wanted him to do and the
Indians were converted. He spent the rest of his life talking about Jesus, Mary,
and the catholic faith. He was the most unlikely candidate for spiritual greatness
who rose from the depths of spiritual low self-esteem. We could call him the
patron saint of overcoming spiritual low self- esteem. He is the key person
connected with Our Lady of Guadalupe whose feast is December 12.
He is but one example of the kind of lowly people whom
God calls to do great things in times of great distress. St.
Peter said when Jesus called him “depart from me Lord,
for I am a sinful man.” Later he overcame his guilt for
denying Jesus. St. Mary Magdalene had to work through
her life of prostitution and having seven demons cast out
of her. Our lady of Fatima said of Francisco,” to enter
heaven, he has to say many rosaries” because he had not
been an ideal boy. St. Bernadette of Lourdes was from a
severely dysfunctional family and had very little selfesteem all her life. Yet she did what Mary wanted her to
do because she knew the need was great and God could
accomplish great things through her.
Our world and church are suffering terribly. Who will deliver us? Whom will Jesus send? He will send
you who are reading this article. Immediately we shrink from the tasks like Juan Diego did, listing all of
our shortcomings and sins. Yet, like St. Paul says, ‘in weakness, there is strength. God chooses the weak
to confound the wise.”
Satan is tempting people in many ways in our present day. He gets millions to not pay any attention to
him at all. He tempts others, like those interested in the faith, to shrink from the task because of the
sacrifice it entails. Others, he tempts to not become engaged in the challenge due to spiritual low selfesteem. He is afraid of the zeal. We who are reading this article may very well be in the category-zealous
but demotivated. What do we need to do?
1. Realize how challenging the world situation is.
2. Decide to do what I can according to the talents and gifts God has given me.
3. Ask God to change any spiritual low self-esteem. I may have into heartfelt humility. Humility admits my inability
(“without me, you can do nothing”), but focuses on the power of God (“with God, all things are possible”).
4. Repent of my sins, and go to confession regularly to counteract one of Satan’s greatest weapons-throwing our
guilt in our face.
5. Pray for grace to keep a positive attitude and perseverance. Don’t give into perfectionism. It is very easy for Satan
to discourage perfectionists.
6. Talk to a confessor or spiritual friend to overcome discouragement and seek advice.
7. Ask a friend to point out some of my gifts and talents. Many people have good qualities they don’t put into
practice because they have never been affirmed in them.
8. Repeat the truism, “if I think I can, I can. If I think I can’t, I can’t.”
Blessed Juan Diego, St. Mary Magdalene, St. Bernadette, Padre Pio, St. Peter, Pray for us
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Divine Child Jesus, we believe in You;
We adore You; and we love You; have mercy on us, sinners.
We've come to this Temple in response to your love.
We've come in response to your mercy and grace.
We are here because You invited us to come before You and to pour out the cares
of our hearts to You since You deeply care for each of us.
We remember Your words to the disciples: Ask and you shall receive.
Seek and you shall find. Knock and the door shall be opened.
Trusting in your infinite goodness and trusting that You always keep your promise,
we now ask this intention which we pray in the silence of our hearts...
<silently mention the request>...
Thank you, Divine Child Jesus, for listening attentively to our
prayers all the time.
We hope that You will ask this before Our Heavenly Father.
And, if what we ask for may not be good for our salvation and sanctification, we trust
that you will grant us instead what we truly need, so that one day we may be with
You for all eternity enjoying that ultimate happiness of Heaven.
Divine Child Jesus, bless and protect us.
Divine Child Jesus, bless and lead us.
Divine Child Jesus, bless and provide for us.
All this we ask through the intercession of your
Holy Mother, Mary, and in Your powerful and Most Holy Name, Jesus.
Amen
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Those of us at the
Padre Pio Prayer Group of Cleveland,
Wish your Family a
Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year

"One thing only is necessary, to be close to Jesus." This was his
lifelong quest, and his premier advice to all of his spiritual children.
"Be close to Jesus." It is good counsel for all of us as we experience
another Advent. Perhaps in God's presence we are shy and reticent,
or nervous and talkative, or fearful and belligerent, or brave and
boastful. Does it really matter what we say or feel, or if we say or feel
anything? Saint Pio's continuing message to us is that only one thing
counts: that we find a way to be with Jesus. This Advent, let us join
Padre Pio as he hastens to the God-Child, heeding the angels and
following the star, to experience God's nearness, where anything and
everything are possible.

	
  

Please keep in your prayers the lonely, the sick, the
homeless, the widowed, the aged, the orphans, our soldiers
and those without families this Christmas season.
May God Comfort the Sick
Through Our Prayers

Abbot Christopher Schwartz O.S. B.,
Jeane Zerwin-Butler, Kathy Conti, Terri Feltz, Aurora Cruz, Joann Kowalski,
Andrew Loh, Jr., Rita Shea, Emanuel Vega, Jim Petche, Cindy Slarb,
Eleanor Phillips, Helen Herman, Don and Jane Dahlhausen, Hector Escobar,
Samuel Lawson, Delores DiLeone, Devin Harvey, Karina de Ortiz,
Ofelia Melgoza, Spencer Dray, Steve Olexa, Walter Kowalski, Carol Bertoni,
Mary Dirda, Roger Reardon, Joseph Russo Sr., Ron Firem, Joan Tomassi,
Nicole Tomassi, Mike Friess, Jerry Lewis, Joy Zivzak,
Dennis Houlahan, Dan Houlahan, Gina Sacco, Carmelita Pruchnicki, Robert Snyder,
Richard Merecki, Luella Merecki, Ed Chesar, Jeff Bauer, Judy Selby,
Rose Slee, And we ask God to bless all of their Caregivers.
Call	
  Helen	
  Husky	
  440-‐232-‐3462	
  (Sunshine	
  chairman)	
  to	
  add	
  a	
  member	
  to	
  the	
  list.

Thirty Pilgrims from our Prayer Group placed thousands of our petitions at
St. Pio's tomb on The Feast of All Saint’s Day
WEBSITE: WWW.PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG CONTACT US: INFO@PADREPIOCLEVELAND.COM
FACEBOOK: WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PADREPIOCLEVELAND TWITTER: @PADREPIOCLEVEOH

